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Evergreen Art

As early as the 1950s, Mr Mylnikov and his oil paintings such as On
the Peaceful Champaign and Awakening had been well-known in the fine
arts’ circle of China. Afterwards, Mylnikov’s new works came out
continuously, especially the publishing of the collection of Mylnikov’s
works in China in 2002 let us be able to know his art comprehensively
and pay much attention to his creation.

Mylnikov is worthy of the name of forerunner in the fine arts’ circle
of Russia. He is member of Russian Art and Science Academy and has
been awarded titles such as Russian Exploit Artist and the People’s Artist.
More than once he won Lenin Prize, the Soviet and Russian supreme
prizes for art.

After having completed his postgraduate course in 1947, Mylnikov
was retained at Repin Academy of Fine Arts as a teacher. Although he is
close to 90 now , he is still in charge of his studio and supervises post-
graduates and graduates by himself as he has been always doing through-
out several decades. He has taught numbers of both Russian and overseas
students. He has made great contributions to persisting and defending the
traditional art of Russia and art education.

With highly artistic attainments, Mr Mylnikov has inherited and de-
veloped the good tradition of oil painting creatively. Meanwhile he is
deeply rooted in the national life and art of Russia. He has created a lot of
works which have not only the distinctive national characteristic of dif-
ferent times but also the strong and fresh personal style.

Mylnikov’s success owes not only to his talent and self-cultivation,
but also to his diligence, persistence in art and:deep understanding of life.
No one who had visited his studio would not have been moved by his art
and his spirit of creation. A great many of large and small sized oil paint-
ings and sculptures and several large oil paintings which are under creat-
ing pile up in his studio. All of these paintings are just a small part of his
total works. There are piles of painting folders on the drawing shelves
and each of them includes almost 100 works on paper at the corner of his
studio. These works on paper are rich in content, varied in style and dif-
ferent in technique. They consist of sketches, wash paintings, watercolours,
gouache paintings and coloured chalk paintings. Mr Mylnikov created
them with pencil, pen, brush, carbon rod and mixed materials. Some of
them are drafts of Mr Mylnikov’s creation and others are the records and

recollections of his life. Some of them are sketches from life while others
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present Mr Mylnikov’s exploration and experiment in the artistic form.
These works on paper embody the inspirations caught by Mr Mylnikov
for days and days . To Mr Mylnikov, “Life is art while art refines life.”
His works on paper display his consideration and exploration of life. Mr
Mylnikov is persistent in practice and bold in innovation. His exploration
is based on his love and understanding of life. His innovation has never
deviated from the artistic principles and the law of techniques. His cre-
ations fully present the organic combination of the perceptual and the
rational, ideological content and artistic quality and conventionality and
originality. As well as his oil paintings and sculptures, his works on paper
well reflect his artistic spirit, his dilligence and his love for life and art. He
infects and warns us with his art, just as Rodin did by saying, “Don’t waste
time to cultivate a network at social place or the political circles. You'll
see people of the same occupation scheme against each other to seek for
riches and honour. —They are not the real artists but there is no lack of
clever guys among them. If you are going to struggle for fame and fortune
with them, you’ll waste your time and even your life as they did. —
Hardly a minute will be left for you to be an artist.”

The purpose of introducing Mr Mylnikov’s works on paper is not
only for presenting his works of rich contents and artistic forms which
were created in each period and showing his technique of expression and
artistic charms, but also for letting people know his spirit, character and
morals. “By masters, we mean people who observe the common world
with their own eyes and find out the beauty from the ordinary things.”
“The key points are moving, love , hope, thrill and life. Before being an
artist, you must be a human being. As Basgill said, ‘The real eloquence
doesn’t sound like an eloquence.” So, the real art neglects art.”” (Rodin)

It’s specially significant to publish this album just before Mr
Mylnikov’s 90th birthday this year. I shall take this opportunity to wish

Mr Mylnikov good health and a long life and greater success in art creation.

Shenzhen, China
May, 2008
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14cm x 13cm

Head Portrait of a Boy 1943 paper, Italian pencil 14cm x 13cm
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55 RmEEkE 19438 4%, Kk 43.5cm x 24cm
Head Portrait of an Uzbek Woman 1943 paper, charcoal 43.5cm x 24cm
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ThiR k% 19438 4K, KZ 31.2cm x 23.3cm

Head Portrait of a Girl 1943 paper, ink and wash 31.2cm x 23.3cm
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Study of The Oath of
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MBS 19528 4K, K2, K¥ 14.7cm x 11cm
Alice 1952 paper, ink and wash, water colour 14.7cm x 11cm




