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Abstract

In the 20th century, theres no greater historical event during the
international communist movement than the disintegration of socialist
Soviet Union in the early 1990s and the robust growth of the cause of
socialism with Chinese characteristics since the late 1970s. Undoubt-
edly, various lessons can be drawn and much experience can be
gained from these two evenis. So far, many domestic and foreign
scholars have conducted extensive and thorough studies of the former,
while less has been done on the systematic study of the latter, and e-
ven fewer is the achievements of a systematic study of the basic experi-
ence from building socialist ideology in the new period. Socialist ideol-
ogy is the life of our Party and the ideological basis of socialist cause
with Chinese characteristics. Studying the basic experience of building
socialist ideology in the new period is a major train of thought to un-
derstand the success of the reform and development in China, and is of
great significance in promoting and strengthening socialist ideology
building, fostering the understanding of the law of constructing social-
ism with Chinese characteristics, enhancing the governance capability
of the Party.

Based on this theoretical background, the dissertation systemati-
cally studies and concludes the basic experience of the constructing so-
cialist ideology in the recent thirty years from the four dimensions of
theoretical innovation, practice platform, bases & conditions, and sys-

tem guarantee, analyzes the weak links and some aspects requiring re-
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inforcement of the construction of socialist ideology in new period, and
comes up with his own assumption of its basic laws.

First, this dissertation inquires into the connotations of the con-
cepts of ideology and socialist ideology, holds that ideology is " institu-
tionalized ideological system" , the superstructure of idea or thought, it
is the social ideals, values ideas, moral standards , political principles
and action programs that the ruling class or social group has advanced
and established. On this basis, this dissertation carries out a historical
study of socialist ideology, and points out that the socialist ideology is
the systematic and theoretical world outlook guided by Marxism, re-
flecting the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority of the
people, it is a general term of the political ideals, value standards,
basic theory, program and line, and the Party and the states guide-
lines and policies, ethics and regulations that the Communist Party of
China adhere to in building socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Secondly, after reviewing the historical course of the first 28 years
of the reform and opening up, the dissertation summarizes the experi-
ence in five aspects and lessons in four aspects in the course of con-
structing socialist ideology in the “Mao Zedong Era”. Afterward, the
dissertation studies the five basic stages in the innovation course of
constructing socialist ideology in the new period, and points out that
theories of socialism with Chinese characteristic, including such major
strategic ideas as the Deng Xiaoping Theory, the important thought of
Three Represents as well as the Scientific Outlook on Development and
so on, is the newest achievement of adapting Marxism to conditions in
China, and the major theory achievement of constructing and innova-
ting socialist ideology in the new period. In addition, the innovation of

constructing socialist ideology in the new time also displays in many
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aspects such as ideology localization, mechanism, method, manage-
ment and so on. The distinct characters of the times, of the people, of
opening up, of practice, and of science are the main characteristics of
constructing and innovating socialist ideology in the new period.
Thirdly, the dissertation discusses the basic experience of con-
structing socialist ideology in the new period from the four dimensions
of theoretical innovation, practice platform, bases & conditions, and
system guarantee, which mainly includes; we must always persist in
and consolidate the guiding position of Marxism, and open up a new
realm advancing with the times for Marxism; we must put building the
advanced civilization and the harmonious culture to a prominent posi-
tion while making great efforts to develop the socialist material civiliza-
tion, and launch a new upsurge in constructing the socialist culture;
we must strengthen ideological and political education, making the
whole society concerned with the ideological and political progress of
adolescents; we must strengthen the whole Party’ s education in Marx-
ist theory, focusing on arming the whole Party with the latest achieve-
ments in adapting Marxism to Chinese conditions; media news must
adhere to the Party$ principles and correctly lead the direction of pub-
lic opinions; we must persist in economic construction, and apply the
Scientific Outlook on Development to promote comprehensive social
progress; we must unswervingly implement the strategy of developing
our nation through science and education; and invigorate as well as
develop philosophy and social sciences in China; we must vigorously
develop socialist cultural industry; we must adhere to marching along
the political development road of socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics; we must continuously improve the Party’ s governance capability

in ideological field, strengthening and improving the Party s govemn-
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ance on ideological work.

Fourthly, the dissertation analyzes the three weak links (lessons)
apart from the basic experience of constructing socialist ideology in the
new period. The first one is that in the 30 years’ reform and opening
up, there has been the disturbance of two wrong thinking tendency of
“the left” and “the right” in the ideological domain of our country,
and we must be vigilant of " the right" , but the focus is on " the left" ;
the second one is that there has been the phenomenon of “grasping the
material civilization tightly while grasping the spiritual civilization
loosely” in the socialist construction process in the new period, we
must adhere to the principle of “grasping spiritual civilization and ma-
terial civilization tightly” ; the third one is that under the background
of globalization, serious challenges have been brought to the socialist
ideology security because of “the peaceful evolution” by the Western
powerful nations, the society reforming in our country, conflict of dif-
ferent cultural systems caused by cultural colonialism, network dissem-
ination and information globalization and so on, and it is an urgent du-
ty to maintain the socialist ideology security. The dissertation put for-
ward its own viewpoints on the reasons and solutions to the questions in
the three aspect mentioned above. 3

Finally, the dissertation points out the great significance of thir-
teen pieces of experience and lessons of constructing socialist ideology
in the new period, makes some preliminary attempts to discuss the
basic rules of socialist ideology construction, and holds that the thir-
teen pieces of experience and lessons are not only an inevitable con-
clusion drawn from the practice of our Party’ s leading the people in
the course of reform and opening up, as well as building socialist ide-

ology, but also the major theoretical achievement which our Party has
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got through exploring deeply and playing a dynamic role in control of
governing rules in ideological field, which points out a correct way of
constructing socialist ideology in the new stage of development. Regu-
lar knowledge of the laws of socialist ideology construction mainly in-
cludes: persisting in the theoretical innovation; invigorating advanced
culture ; following the harmony in diversity; increasing national identi-
fication with socialist ideology; developing democratic politics; laying
a solid economic foundation; strengthening standard management;
grasping scientific methods. It is the guarantee of the sound develop-
ment of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics to correctly
understand and grasp the regular knowledge of constructing socialist
ideology.

Key words: The new period Socialist ideology Main experience

Basic law
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