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About mAAN

mAAN, the modern Asian
Architecture Network, is established
as a loosely knit network of

architectural researchers and

specialists committed to study,

preserve, and rehabilitate the modern
architecture, townscape, and civil-
engineering heritages in Asia. The
preparatory meeting for the
establishment of mAAN was held in
Guangzhou on July 22, 2000. The
organizational structure, agenda, and
action plan are officially adopted in
the mAAN 1st international
conference in Macau, July 22-25,
2001. To know more about mAAN,

visit its website: www.m-aan.org
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It was in the mAAN s 3.5th International Conference
in the early spring of last year in Tokyo, with a warm
discussion among the core members when the
program of mAAN s 4th International Conference
were formed. With the theme of “Safeguarding
and Revitalizing Local Heritage”, the Conference
has included four sessions, they are “Safeguarding
the Historical Areas”, 'Revitalizing Industrial
Heritage ", "Examining 20th Century Modern
Heritage "and " Constructing Historiographies of
modern Asian Architecture . From the theme and
the session topics of this conference we can
obviously see that mAAN has been exploring a
wider and a deep understanding of its theoretical
and practical tasks for the conservation of Asian
modern heritage.

“Safeguarding the historical areas” is actually
becoming the key issue as well as the most

challenging aspect in preserving the local heritage

in Asian historical cities and regions. With the
strong desire of rapid development, the image of
modernization from the western world has already
turned into the wide construction actions of new
buildings and towers in many Asian cities, resulting
in great changes of the cityscapes as well as the
quick disappearing of the local heritage. It has been
realized that historic preservation has to establish
the very essential concept of holding the historic
environment as an entity. But there are still the
questions, like how do we get the approach to read
and understand the entity? As we still cannot be
sure if the physical elements we have searched are
sufficient to present the significant entity of a
historical area, it is much more challenging for us to
identify the intangible heritage it composes and
how it could be preserved in the future revitalizing
and developing process.

"Revitalizing Industrial Heritage " is a very
recent topic in Asian cities. It is the most fragile as
well as the most creative aspect in protection of the
urban heritage. As most of the preservation concepts
and experiences of industrial sites come from a
bottom-up approach, to get the common value of
this heritage still needs time. But on the other hand,
the most creative work also can be found in the
emerging examples of transforming the industrial
heritage into the very lively spaces for the modern
cities. The presentation of the projects from the
mAAN s summer workshop in July have given a
special light for this conference.

"Examining 20th Century Modern Heritage
and " Constructing Historiographies of modern Asian



Architecture” are two related topics. They are also
mAAN s lasting topics. Modern heritage in Asian
cities well reveals the transforming process in many
Asian countries or regions in the 20th Century. The
well recognition and re-examination of this heritage
will greatly help most of the cities to reflect the
urbanization process, not only of their past but also
of their future. Further more it raises the very
crucial discussion about the transplantation and
transformation of modernity in all the Asian cities.

What makes the mAAN s 4th conference
special this time is that it is held in the city of
Shanghai, the most lively city in China nowadays.
This is a city well-known with its very rich modern
heritage. This is a city which has been vividly
revealing all the questions and challenges that all
the topics of the four sessions of the conference
have involved. This is also a city full of energy but
really starting to present its great passion in searching
for the coherence of the new development with its
urban heritage. So it is perhaps not surprising to see
that over 100 participants from 18 countries come
to the conference, the biggest number of participants
in all MAAN s conferences before. While mAAN
has its great meeting time again to exchange ideas
and to share common interests, it is also the
celebration of the city of Shanghai as well as the
College of Architecture and Urban Planning of
Tongji University to gather so many people who
have the great enthusiasm and who have brought
valuable thinking and ideas about the heritage
preservation to us. That just encourages us to add
a special session for the city of Shanghai in this

proceedings.

It is no doubt that mAAN is getting more and
more comrades all of Asia. To our surprise, after
two months of the announcement to, call for paper
on the conference website we had established,
116 abstracts for all sessions came to us. So it has
been from the beginning that the conference needs
more careful work and responsibilities. After more
than one month hard work the panel members of
each session finished the first review and more than
60 paper abstracts for the conference accepted.
Then after the full papers of these accepted abstracts
arrived the panel members began to do the second
round review to choose the papers for the oral
presentation in the conference. Great efforts have
been made although the members were “meeting’
and discussing only on the Internet.

Of cause we didn "t stop our work even after
the conference until the proceedings be finally
published today. The book will certainly help mAAN
restoring more energy and spirits to spread thoughts
and experiences on historic conservation in Asian

countries.

Lu Yongyi
General Secretary of mAAN 4th International
Conference, Professor of College of Architecture
and Urban Planning Tongji University
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Shanghai Welcomes You!

When we had the first mMAAN conference in Macau
in 2001, most core members talked about that we
should have once in Shanghai sometime, since its
special significance and doubtless importance in
the modern urban development of Asia. In 2nd
conference in Singapore, more participants talked
about this, and when most mAAN core members
met in Chandigarh in the early 2002, every people
and | agree that we should have the 4th conference
in Shanghai.

If we take a back look at mAAN conference
from the first time in Macau to the 3.5 conference
in Tokyo, we will find that more and more people,
more and more enthusiastically participate this
meeting once by once. The topic of this meeting,
study and protecting our Asian modern urban
heritage, becomes that not only a academic
interesting within a limited circle, but also a
widespread social interesting. Just one day ago, we
have hold another official meeting successfully on
the preservation of shanghai local heritage, and

more than 200 people from all of the world including



some of our mAAN participants participate that
meeting. We have also a public exhibition on the
Shanghai Historical Architecture in the Urban
Planning Exhibition Center during these days. This
week becomes a really ceremony week of heritage
preservation. All of these tell us, this city, in which
the fastest and largest urban development of the
world is happening at this moment, is also paid a
very much and more and more attention on its
history and heritage. We really hope that we can
preserve our physical history as more as possible,
when we are giving this city more and more
charming and exciting change. We also hope that
Shanghai should be not exactly the best but not
certainly the worst to do this. | am sure that this 4th
mAAN conference will not only pull itself one more
step to its own goal, but also help shanghai to do
better in preservation of its heritage which are not
only belong to the city itself but also belong to the
world.

I would also like to mention here that all my
old colleagues of Tongji University, with whom |
have worked in same field for many years with a
same interests, it is them that make this conference
possible. Thanks for all of their hard work and
efforts.

Finally, | would like to be in the name of the
host of this conference, welcome all of you
participants, colleagues and friends, wholeheartedly
wish you enjoy the meeting as well as the short

staying in this city.

FHAE (Shin Muramatsu)
TR S 45 58 0 K E s W B = TS
RRRZLE AR RATE B
Co-Chairman of the mAAN 4™ |nternational
Conference

Associate Professor, University of ToKyo
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Let Us Unite with Our Comrades in Shanghai to
Advance the Cause of Evaluation, Preservation,

and Revitalization of Modern Architecture!

Shanghai is a city where everything is moving at the



