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I Overview

1. Geography

1) Physical Features

The UK constitutes the greater part of the British Isles. The largest of the islands
is Great Britain,comprising three parts; England in the South,Scotland in the North,
and Wales in the Southwest. Western Scotland is fringed by the large island chains
known as the Inner and Outer Hebrides,and to the north of the Scottish mainland are
the Orkney and Shetland Islands. The next largest is Ireland, comprising Northern
Ireland , which is part of the UK, and the Irish Republic.

The United Kingdom is a small nation in physical size. With an area of about
243,000 square kilometers (93,000 square miles) ,excluding inland water,the UK is
just under 1,000 kilometers ( about 600 miles) from the south coast to the extreme
north of the Scottish mainland and just under 500 kilometers (about 300 miles) across
at the widest point, with a highly irregular coastline,about 12,429 km long.

England is the largest, most populous, and wealthiest division of the United
Kingdom. It makes up 130,410 sq km (50,352 sq mi) of the United Kingdoms total
244,110 sq km (94,251 sq mi) ,namely 53. 4 percent of the whole country. The area
of Scotland is 78,790 sq km (30,420 sq mi),32.3 percent; the area of Wales is
20,760 sq km (8,020 sq mi),8.5 percent; and the area of Northern Ireland is
14,160 sq km (5,470 sq mi) ,5.8 percent.

Despite its small area, the island of Great Britain can be divided into two major
natural regions :the highland zone ,an area of high hills and mountains in the north and
west; and the lowland zone,a south and east area consists mostly of rolling plains.
Highland Britain, containing all the mountainous terrain, comprises Scotland, the Lake
District and the Pennines in Northern England. The lowland zone has a milder climate

and better soils for farming. Historically, most people in Britain have lived in the
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“l\owland zlone rather than in the harsher highland zone.
2) Climate and Weather

The Atlantic Ocean has a significant effect on Britain’s climate. Like the rest of

fiorthern Europe, it is warmed by the Gulf Stream flowing up from the Caribbean past
Britain. Characterized by a small range of annual and daily temperatures and by
variable weather patterns, the climate, in general, is mild for its latitude, chilly, and
often wet. There are few extremes of temperature, which rarely rises above 32 °C
(90 °F) or falls below —10 °C(14 °F). There are frequent weather changes through
the seasonal cycle of winter, spring, summer and autumn. The winter months from
December to February are the coldest,with the shortest hours of daylight. Temperature
is highest during the summer months from June to August.

Winds blowing off the Atlantic Ocean bring clouds and large amounts of moisture
to the British Isles. Rainfall occurs throughout the year, there being no marked dry
season. Average annual precipitation is more than 1, 000 mm (40 inch) ,varying from
the extremes of 5,000 mm (196 inch) in the western Highlands of Scotland to less
than 500 mm (20 inch). The western part of Britain rains year-round, and in the
winter the rain may change to snow, particularly in the north. It snows infrequently in
the south, and when it does it is likely to be wet, slushy, and short-lived. Southern
Britain has experienced episodes of drought in recent years,although historically these
are rare occurrences. Some regard these episodes as indicators of global climatic
changes.

All over the world Britain is notorious for its fogs, particular London. However,
this is not due much to the weather. The ordinary damp mists which afflict all parts of
the country from time to time are no worse than similar mists in many other countries.
The smoke-fog(smog) of the big towns used to develop in wintertime. A Clean Air Act
was passed by Parliament in 1956, giving local councils power to control smoke in
designated areas; the effects of this excellent plan have been very noticeable. The
really bad smoke-fogs have passed into the realm of myth,and the visibility during the
foggy day is much better than before in Britain.

3) Rivers and Lakes

Britain has numerous rivers. Fed by the frequent rain, rivers in central and eastern
Britain tend to flow slowly and steadily all year long. Many have been navigable. The
Highlands act as a divide and determine whether rivers flow west to the Irish Sea or
east to the North Sea. Rivers and streams moving westward down from the Highlands

tend to be swift and turbulent, rivers flowing eastward tend to be long, graceful , and

4 o "4 WORLD OVERVIEW



(2) Sz

SRR ACATIEIG N, AR L R 5 — BE , D180 LI FO Y0 B
WA, SBOLORRIE . PR B, 35 [ AR IR A, SRS R
SAARL o BEEARA IR SRR KA, i B IRLE 32 °C (90 ),
(R - 10 °C (14 °F) . SARMZ T HAL B B, WA TR 12 A 5k
42 A, HEEHEiJE, R FES S E BN 6 A8 A Rk .

BTS2 PG KU IR, S AR . 36— 4R P B L PR R B I K
A B TIRTY , AEMK R 000ZEK (40 BT ) | e AR 25 £ Joks 2
T b X P HR R K S 00022 (196 Fe~t) |, 1 fie /b i Hb X, A B A /2 500 2K (20
#ish) , PHRRAAEREK, R B IL T S, RS TS, MR FE AL,
ART LT A A % A it B , BRI 4E R B T LK F 2 A AR R4
R EIE .

W, RS, U AE WA T, AT, XA L 0% TSER
M. b b, —EREEEEGEEESI AR LM ER ™R L, B & R4
SRATER LS P A M o I A 1956 4Fif s T 25 S0 L &, 4 T3 )y 2 B 4
FRRTS YA TT | X — 2 HE BTE T W Uk, MR T, ST A DL P 4R
BT

LD OVERVIEW

(3) iR

 BEEER/NTRAR T AR RN, HhE S ARSI AR T
G, BCOMMARIRAEL T AT AR, R HLRRE T IR IR 1] P A B AR 22, R 1) AR
5




The Thames and the Severn are the longest rivers in Britain and are almost equal
in length. The Severn flows south out of the mountains of central Wales to the Bristol
Channel at Bristol. It is 290 km (180 miles) long.

The Thames,338 km (210 miles) long, flows eastward out of the Cotswold Hills
and weaves through the metropolis of London. The Thames provides water to the city of
London and is used to carry commercial freight. Other important rivers in England are
the Mersey, which enters the Irish Sea at Liverpool, the River Humber on the east
coast,into which the Trent River and several other rivers flow, and the Tyne River in
northern England ,which flows past Newcastle upon Tyne to the North Sea.

The important rivers in Scotland are the Clyde, a river of southwest Scotland
flowing about 171 km (106 miles) northwest to the Firth of Clyde,an estuary of the
North Channel. The river is navigable to Glasgow for oceangoing vessels. The Forth,a
river of south-central Scotland flowing about 187 km (116 miles) eastward to the Firth
of Forth, a wide inlet of the North Sea. The Lagan is the most important river in
Northern Ireland , running through the capital city Belfast.

Most of the large lakes in the United Kingdom are located in the upland areas of
Scotland and northern England, although Lough Neagh (381 square km,147 sq miles)
in Northern Ireland is the largest lake in the United Kingdom. Loch Lomond,on the
southwestern edge of the Highlands of Scotland, is the largest on the island of Great
Britain , measuring 37 km (23 miles) long and from 1.6 to 8 km (1 to 5 miles) wide.
Lake Windermere is the largest of the 15 major lakes in the famous Lake District of
northwestern England. It is about 1. 6 km (1 miles) wide and more than 16 km
(10 miles) long.

4) Resources

=Soils

Britain’s soil quality varies greatly. In northern areas the soils are thin, lying right
above rock formations, while the south possesses areas of rich loam and heavy clay
soils are very productive. 77 percent of the land is used for agriculture, but only 26
percent of this land is used to grow crops. Almost all of the rest is used as grazing
land. Only 10.7 percent of the United Kingdom is forested,roughly 3 million hectares
(6 million acres).

The most widespread wild vegetation is the heather, grasses, gorse and bracken of
the moorland in the highland region. Common trees include oak, beech, ash and in
Scotland, pine and birch. Wild animal life compromises mainly species of smaller

mammals (such as badgers, foxes and rodents) ,birds and insects.
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r=Mineral Resources

Britain’s mineral resources were historically important, and it was once noted for

s tin mines ,small deposits of iron and rich deposits of coal,but today most of these
re§0urcés are either exhausted or produced in small quantities. For long coal was mined
exiensively, providing the primary source of energy in Britain, and exported. Today
production is less than a sixth of that in its peak time, 1913, when more than 300
million tons were mined and Britain imports much more coal than it exports.

Today Britain relys on imports almost all minerals used for industrial production,
although small amounts of iron,zinc,and copper are still produced.

Britain is full of raw materials for construction. Limestone, sand, gravel, rock ,
sandstone, clay, chalk, salt, silica sands, gypsum, potash, and fluorspar are all
quarried.

r=Energy Resources

Britain has the richest energy sources in the European Union ( EU), and its
abundant oil and natural gas resources both in its land and offshore fields make it the
world’s eighth largest producer of crude oil and natural gas liquids. Refined oil
products are one of Britain’s major exports today, most of which are sold to European
nations.

Britain also has a number of nuclear energy facilities. Britain meets 28 percent of
its energy needs through nuclear energy. Recently much research has been devoted to
developing bio-fuels-energy from wastes, landfill gas, and crops—as well as to

developing solar energy ,wind power,and waterpower.

2. History

1) The Origins of a Nation

r=The Early Settlement

The first immigrants to Britain were Iberians. They came from Iberian Peninsular
about five thousand years ago. They landed in the region of present Cornwall and
Devon. Most of them settled on Salisbury Plain,but some of them went further north.
The only evidence of their existence were the stone monuments,and the biggest one of
the stones was the Stonehenge in Salisbury Plain,which was built by the Iberians about
3,500 years ago. There were more direct evidence of the social structure of the
Iberians on Salisbury Plain in the southwest of England and that is the barrow always
over 200 feet in length. These barrows which were buried under places proved that the
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aglier"date than the first Celtic invasions in about 700 B. C.

It was after 700 B. C. that the Celts with the red hair and blue eyes from upper
Rhine land of northwest Europe came to settle on the Isles. They were tall and very
strong. The first group of Celtic invaders was the Gaels,whose language is still spoken
in Scotland now. From about 500 B. C. another group of the Celts called Brython came
and drove the Gaels to the north and west. The English name for Britain came from the
word Brython. A third group of invaders was Belgae from Northern Gaul. They arrived
about 100 B. C. and occupied the greater part of what are now known as the Home
Counties.

=Roman Britain

It was the close relation of Britain to Gaul that first attracted the notice of the
Romans( Having conquered Gaul, Caesar soon heard tales of the pearls and corn in
which the island was reputed to be rich). At the same time the export of tin from
Cornwall ,which had begun possibly as early as 2000 B. C. still continued. Caesar’s
invasions were, however, dictated by strategical rather than by economic motives.
Britain was a center from which Gallic resistance to Roman power was maintained
British warriors crossed the Channel to help their Gaulish kinsmen, and rebels from
Gaul found a refuge and encouragement among the British tribes. It is unlikely that the
conquest of Britain was contemplated at this time,but some sort of punitive expedition
was necessary before the Roman occupation of Britain could be regarded as assured.

Between 55 and 54 B. C. Julius Caesar,the Roman commander in Gaul,came to
Britain twice, but he made no really attempt to conquer the island, Caesar’s two
invasions were little more than reconnaissance in force.

The Romans were determined to conquer the whole islands which were now
known as Wales and Scotland. Welsh had collapsed from its resistance by AD 77 ; but
the Romans tried unsuccessfully for 130 years to conquer the Caledonians in Scotland.
In the Pennine the Picts and Scots frequently revolted against the Romans. In AD
122—126,in order to keep back the Picts and Scots, the Romans built a wall of
defense, called Hadrian’s Walls. It was from the Solway to the Tyne,and today people
can still see the remains.

From AD 43 to 407, the Roman occupation of Britain lasted nearly 400 years.
They brought Christianity to England. Many of their army bases are the important cities
nowadays: Gloucester, Worcester , Chester, Winchester and others. All these names are

formed from the Roman word “castra” that means an armed camp. There were Roman
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