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Abstract 1

Abstract

Unprecedented confusion is being seen in people’ s ideology and moral
ideas with the further development and constructing of China’ s market econom-
ic system, thus posing severe challenges to the subject of moral education of
China’s primary and secondary schools. This thesié argues that at present the
moral confusion has as its main form the conflicts between moral consciousness,
i.e. the conflict between the traditional moralit-y and the western morality repr-
esented by the market economy and the one between the social morality and the
western morality. The cultural distribution under the context of the moderniza-
tion is the main reason to the moral conflict. Only after the origin of the moral
conflicts have been clearly identified can we find the solution to China’s sub-
ject of moral education and thus to get out the difficulty.

Japan and Korea’ s choices concerning their subject of moral education
and their thoroughly different outcomes in the period of transformation towards
modernization can be our lessons. This thesis is intended to analysis the com-
mon conflicts faced by the subject of moral education in Japan and Korea after
the World War II and the totally different development paths taken by the two
countries in the hope of providing those scholars and fellow researchers who are
interested in the research of China’ s moral education with some materials of
reference . Before the World War II, the subject of moral education were called
“the subject of self — perfecting” (Xiu Shen Ke) with the Confucian morality as
their main contents in both countries. After the end of the World War II, both
countries were forced by the United States to abolish the subject of self-perfect-
ing and to introduce the social subject as the vehicle for the moral education .

Such measures resulted in heated conflicts between the conservatives upholding
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returning of the moral education to the traditional mode of moral education and
those reformists espousing the adoption of the western mode of moral education .
Such conflict can be called the conflict between the traditional and western
thoughts of moral education .

The conflicts ended in the resumption of the subject of moral education in
the two countries not long after the termination of the military supervision.
However, the processes of the resumption are somewhat different in the two
countries. Due to the social chaos consequent to the war between the North and
the South Korea, both the government and the masses considered it a necessity
to restore the subject of moral education so as to strengthen the moral educa-
tion. No great conflicts, therefore, were caused consequently. Japan, howev-
er, saw a different situation. The resumption of the subject of moral education
was no more than the result of the intensified conflicts between the conserva-
tives led by the Department of Education and the reformists led by the Japanese
Association of Teachers. Debates regarding the re-introduction of the subject of
moral education continued for several years, and finally the Department of Ed-
ucation restored the subject of moral education by virtue of its governmental au-
thority . In light of the strong objections from the Reformists and the Japanese
masses, the Department of Education of Japan, though succeeded in restoring
the subject of moral education, took the western moral education as its main
contents and was ready to go back to the traditional moral education .

More than a few western scholars argue that the miracle of the moderniza-
tion development of Japan, Korea and Singapore etc. shall be attributed to the
Confucian moral standards, Du Weiming points out, however, that the tradi-
tional Confucian moral standards has in fact been transformed by the western
Christian moral standards, thus forming what Du Wei Ming called “New Confu-
cian moral standards. Admittedly, the traditional Confucian moral standards
came to be unable to meet the social development demands with the economic
take-off of Japan and Korea and thus went into conflict with the western morali-

ty brought concomitantly with the development of modernization. Also notable



Abstract 3

are the two countries’ efforts to attempt to alleviate the conflicts.

The modernization of Japan and Korea are the results of centralization, i.
e., a process led by the government and carried out downward . Such a process
is economically different from the spontaneous western industrial revolution in
the grassroots and politically from the political democratization concomitant with
the industrial revolution. The two countries’ government endeavored to main-
tain their traditional ideas of moral education by giving priority to the national-
istic ideas of moral education with a view to safeguarding the centralization
mode. However, appeals were made continually by the masses for legal sys-
tem, democracy and the adoption of democratic ideas of moral education. The
two countries’ subject of moral education developed in the conflict between the
nationalistic and democratic ideas of moral education.

This thesis argues that the above three major kinds of conflicts are the ma-
in conflicts that can be seen through the development of the two countries’ sub-
ject of moral education. The current ideas of moral education of the two coun-
tries are the very result of the three major kinds of conflicts. Such conflicts re-
flect the common laws in the modernization of the countries in East Asia to a

certain degree.
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