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Abstract

Rural tourism has appeared on the rural region in China in the
middle of 1980s as a new industry. The industry has begun to develop
vigorously in the middle of 1990s. Rural economy has developed quickly
and the instruction of rural industries has been adjusted in many commu-
nities of the countryside through developing rural tourism. But there are
some problems such as tourism products losing itself characteristics and
attraction, environment pollution , disappearance of traditional culture,
the polarity between rich and poor at the destinations in the development
of rural tourism.

What characteristics does the rural tourism should possess? How
market positioning does the rural tourism should do? Why do citizens go
to tour in countryside? What demand do they have to the rural tourism?
Why do people in communities of the country supply tourism products?
What type of developing models of rural tourism can protect traditional
culture and ecological environment in rural destination? What develo-
ping models of rural tourism can propel quickly development of rural
economics, and realize harmonious development of rural communities?
These problems are what we can’t avoid in the development of rural
tourism.,

This book researches the dynamic mechanism and developing
models on rural tourism with the background of the new socialist country
of construction and development of unification of town and country which
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the government of China is making big efforts to move. It will do its best
to answer above problems appeared in the development of rural tourism
in China.

This book carried out researches using the method combined theo-
ries with practices. The theory researches get relevant conclusions
through document studying and rigorous analyzing and reasoning using
general principles from theories of economics and other relevant subjects.
It researched demand wills of citizens about rural tourism and two rural
destinations in the practices. All the first-hand information and data were
collected by the author. They are truthful and trustworthy. The conclu-
sions are derived not only from relevant theories, but also confirmed
from the spot investigation.

Most of citizens or their ancestors came from countryside. The coun-
try is their original homeland. There are wonderful impressions living in
the original homeland in their memory. This is why they will go to the
country for tour. This tells us that we need to maintain rural characteris-
tics of tourism products in exploitation of rural tourism.

This book gives a clear definition about rurality after analyzing the
connections and differences among the country, the city and the waste-
land. The author points out: The rurality is a nonrepresentational epito-
me of rural landscape and environment, and it is special atmosphere in
the country too. The core of rurality is agricultural production, rural life
and traditional culture in countryside. It shows us the harmonious relation
between humanity and nature, close relationship among neighbors, an
easy and carefree life in the country. Rural tourism is a type of tourism
that is waged in rural region, based on rural landscape and environ-
ment, using the physical tourism resources and human tourism resources
in rural region as the tourism attractions. The agricultural tourism is one
branch of the rural tourism. Rurality is the mark and unique style of the
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rural tourism. It is the essential difference between the rural tourism and
other types of tourism also.

People in rural community exploit and supply tourist products to
change unitary agricultural economic instruction, usually. Of course,
they hope that they can create multiple income sources and promote
speedy development of economy through doing this. That is, the econom-
ic purpose is the first in the exploitation of rural tourism, others serve
the economic goal. That has determined that rural tourism belongs to
mass tourism not eco-tourism. There are essential distinctions between
rural tourism and eco-tourism. But they can overlap in some special areas.

It is verified further that the rural landscape and environment are
paid highly attention to by people in cities through the investigations of
the people’s demand willing for rural tourism in 6 cities. They consider
that rural tourism should be natural and unsophisticated, and be sustain-
able, too. So they don’t agree with magnificent facilities constructed in
the exploitation of rural tourism, but give more attentions to the sanitary
condition of the facilities, and have more expectation for convenience
and comfort of the facilities of rural tourism at the same time. It is
between 50 kilometers-300 kilometers the distance that the citizens have
the most intense visiting willing, ‘

Like other economic system, it is pushed by the demand for the
movement of rural tourism system too. The demand drives supply of rural
tourism and movement of whole system. The system has its unique char-
acteristics also. The main uniqueness of the system include: (1) Citizens
have the feelings of returning original dream homeland, that making
them producing demand of rural tourism. That is the essential characteris-
tic of rural tourism. This feature makes the demand of rural tourism be
completely different from other tourism types. That is: The first is that
products of tourism are needed to have not only rurality, but also have

-3 .
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modernity. The citizens demand facilities and service having rural airs
and styles, the environment must be clear and tidy, and sanitary of
eating & drinking and accommodation must meet the standard of
citizens. The second is that rural tourism is demanded being both inter-
esting and useful. The customers want to gain joys brought by rural
tourism, they hope to experience the life in countryside also. They want
to taste fresh and uncontaminated farm products, obtain the products
and bring them back through going to the country for tour. The third is
participating in tourist items and the life of the people living in rural
communities. They hope to touch and exchange with peasants wildly
through the tourism activities in countryside. (2) Itis the basic dynam-
ics that peasants supply the rural tourist products to develop economy
and raise income level. Of course, it is very important for peasants that
the regional governments guide and support them for their tourist supply
too. The supply of rural tourism has itself characteristics undoubtedly ;
The first is supplier being peasants in rural communities. The second is
the tourist products possessing regional and ethnic distinction. The third
is the products being full of unique rural styles. The fourth is the supply
of rural tourism belonging to an open supply, and that the customs can
touch and chat with peasants in rural communities. The fifth is that the
tourism products having multiple uses and functions. The sixth is that the
service products are usually provided by housewife, and the tourist service
is only one of their workers. (3) It depends on the support of local
governments for the development of support system in rural tourism.
According to the demand and goal of the constructing new country
of socialist and development of the unification of town and country, the
rural tourism in China has following goals of development: The rural
tourism can realize healthy and sustainable development. It can propel

the society and economy in the country developing quickly. A rich and
ol
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beautiful new country is built through development of rural tourism. The
new country will fill not only modem flavor, but also maintain traditional
and regional culture styles, and has unsophisticated social morali-

 ty. People living in the country feel harmonious and happy. According to
this goal, the book offered 6 exploiting principles in the exploitation of
rural tourism. These principles include the government’s conduct and
support for the exploitation of rural tourism, people in rural communities
attending to tourism exploitation and management, tourism benefits allo-
cated fairly, sustainable development, rurality, developing rural tourism
according to local condition and innovation, etc. The author suggests the
method that people in rural communities should be conferred the property
right of the tourism resources so that they can attain tourism interests
from the resources utilized in order to realize this target.

The exploitation of rural tourism will produce different influences to
the rural communities for their economic development, passing on and
inheriting traditional culture, protection of ecological environment,
innovation of the tourism products and the distribution of tourism benefits
because there are different developers and managers. The author observed
the exploiting types of rural tourism so far in China at the angle of stock-
holders. Based on this, the book summarized 5 big types & 12 kinds of
exploiting models of rural tourism including the model of enterprise
exploitation, the model of collective exploitation of administrative village,
the model of independent exploitation by villagers, the model of villager
participating in exploitation dominated by government, the model of mix
exploitation, etc. All these models are estimated from their advantage
and shortage, suitability in accordance with economic returns, social
benefits, benefits of ecological environment, and sustainability of tourism
development.

In the model of enterprise exploitation, the model of tourism exploi-
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ted only by enterprise no villagers participating in belongs to a theme
park about agriculture. Although this model has a lot of advantages, it is
only suitable for the rural areas that are both near cities and near the
traffic line. The model of tourism exploited by enterprise and villagers
participating in can brings considerable incomes for the rural communi-
ty. It is the model’s fatal weakness for the tourist resources of the village
being used freely by the enterprise. So this model is only suitable for the
exploitation of the rural communities which have rich tourism resources
but a bad economy, and it is just suitable for the exploitation of the
communities in early stage of tourism development also. Villagers are
becoming stockholders in the model of the exploitation of stock coopera-
tive system enterprise. So the interests of enterprise and villagers are
unanimous. The model can be suitable for the exploitation of the commu-
nities having any economic condition and in any stages of tourism devel-
opment.

In the model of village collective exploitation, the model of village’s
enterprise exploitation leaves all the benefits behind the village, and
that is very helpful for the development of the local economy. But the
model can’t offer an opportunity for customers to experience rural life.
The model is only suitable for tourism exploitation of the rural communi-
ties having a good collective economic foundation. The model of all
villagers participating in exploitation organized by village collective can
protect local ethnic culture well, but the benefits from exploitation are
lower, and the model can act only a limit action for improving local
economy and the lecel people’s life. This model is only suitable for the
tourism exploitation of the village that their ethnic culture needs special
protecting, it is only suitable for the tourism exploitation in the early
stage of tourism development also.

The model of independent exploitation of villagers will meet difficul-
6 -
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ties in solving the problems appeared in development of tourism since the
model’s peasant household independent management. Irregular competi-
tion and conflicts for benefits are produced easily among peasant house-
hold if there is no tourism institution of the community organizing them
exploiting tourism. This model is only suitable for the tourism exploitation
in the early development stage of rural tourism.

The exploiting model dominated by local government and villagers
participating in is suitable only for tourism exploitation of the rural com-
munities at the tourism resort built by the government.

In the model of mixed exploitation, the exploiting model of compa-
ny adding peasant household is a loose association on benefits. The model
can do few things for improving infrastructure and sanitary condition in
country. It is only suitable for tourism exploitation of the strict having
special agricultural production type. The exploiting model cooperated
among enterprise, villagers’ committee and peasant travel association
leave most of tourism benefits behind the village, and most of villagers
are become stockholders of the enterprise. This model is helpful in the
economic development of the village community. The main shortage of the
model is that the tourism resources in the village do not become capital
stock of the enterprise. The model is only suitable for the tourism exploi-
tation of the village community having special tourist resources and
villagers having good economic conditions. The model of exploitation coop-
erated among enterprise, villagers’ committee and peasant household has
coordinated benefits among three stockholders well, and is very helpful
in economic development and infrastructure construction of the village
community. This model depends upon good bhysical tourist resource and
ecological environment, and is just suitable for the tourism exploitation
of the village having that tourist resource and environment. The model of
exploitation organized by village’s committee and villagers participating in
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on an independence and voluntary pays attention to villagers getting
interests from the tourist exploitation. The shortage of this model is being
difficult for solving problems met in tourism development since a bad
collective economy. This model is only suitable for the tourist exploitation
of the rural community having both high quality of tourism resources and
bad economic condition, and is just suitable for tourism exploitation of
the early development stage of rural tourism too.

The tourists from cities like tourism products on agricultural harvest
very much according to practical investigation and research from two
rural destinations. They are full of enthusiasm for staying at farm hotel
and observing and learning from real rural life. The tourists were mot
satisfied with the sanitary condition of the rural destinations although two

the destinations seem clear and tidy.
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