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PREFACE

Mr. Xing Tonghe is an architect, and an architect who has grown
with our city and our times, and is a member of the excellent generation
of intellectuals that new China trained.

After finishing middle school in Nanyang Model Middle School,
he studied in the Architectural Department of Tongji University. After
graduating from the University, he was assigned to Shanghai Institute
of Architectural Design & Research (formerly Shanghai Municipal
Institute of Civil Architectural Design) and has worked there for over
30 years. What is worthy of praise of him is his love for and pursuit of
the architectural cause, his whole-hearted input and his willpower and
courage in the untiring creation. He has been in charge of the architec-
tural design of over 50 projects. In the last 10 years, almost every of
his design works has won awards for excellent design. The three well-
known scenic spots, the New Bund, Shanghai Museum and Shanghai
Martyrs’ Funerary Park, are closely connected with his name. I think
it is far from easy for an architect to have so many opportunities and
awards in his life.

Since the implementation of the reform and open-up policy, the
city construction of Shanghai has entered a development stage that
changes with each passing day. This east metropolis unprecedentedly
provided opportunities for people to put their talent to good use. The
goal of “considerable changes over one year and great changes over
three years” has enabled Shanghai to re-display her elegant demeanor.
A great number of architects have created, with their wisdom and

diligence, a variety of modern buildings and enriched the architectural

culture of Shanghai. Of those architects, Mr. Xing Tonghe is one
Shanghai is proud of.

Shanghai is a heroic city, and a city with a long history. Today
with the prosperity of the whole China and under the impetus of the
development of Pudong New Area, the city of Shanghai becomes
more vigorous. Architecture, as “solid music”and “stone epic”, has
written a graphic historic record for the development of the city. As the
chief architect of Shanghai Modern Architectural Design Group, Mr.
Xing Tonghe is assiduously considering integrating oriental culture
with contemporary architectural design, exploring new ways of blend-
ing modern science and technology with China’s traditional culture,
pursuing the spirit of our age of the harmonious mingling of architec-
tural culture and urban development. Mr. Xing Tonghe’ s major design
works are all constructed in Shanghai. Nurtured by the city of Shanghai,
he has contributed to her a great number of exquisite designs.

The construction of the New Bund Scenic Belt was a key project
of Shanghai at the beginning of the 90s. It is 1,500 meters long. With
his strong sense of environment and architectural culture, Mr. Xing
Tonghe used the water of the Huangpu River, the historic buildings of
the Bund, and human beings as the basis of creation, and designed a
simple, unsophisticated and natural scenic belt with greenery as the
priority, which varies picturesquf}y in height and tempers toughness
with gentleness. Even the design of the flower terraces, the lighting
fixtures and the railings shows consummate craftsmanship.

’
Shanghai Museum, which stands in the People’s Square, is a




symbolic cultural building acclaimed at home and abroad. The con-
cept symbolizing the ancient belief of “Round Heaven & Square
Earth”, the open layout, the reasonable function, and the atmosphere
saturated with cultural intension are the natural fusion of national style
and modern sense, and have represented the accomplishment of
contemporary architects of Shanghai.

Shanghai Longhua Martyr’s Funerary Park is a memorial cultural
building. Mr. Xing Tonghe conceives the design adopting the transi-
tion from yesterday to today and tomorrow as the main line, mingling
the architectural art, the planting and the sculptural language. The
monument, the memorial hall, the memorial square, the mausoleum
flnd the forest of tablets are fused in the greenery of the pines and the
cypresses. The unique main building breaks through from usual
design, and the freshness, inducing fantastic reveries, is a complete
and appealing mixture of ideological content and artistic level.

Mr. Xing Tonghe and I both studied successively in Tongji
University. After graduation, he went to work in the Design Institute
and I became a teacher in Tongji University. When a student in the
University, he was out of the ordinary. I may say that it is Tongji
University and architecture that have enabled me to know him and to
meet with him. I have heard his speech about his feelings in architec-
tural creation, his understanding of art and his concern with the urban
development of Shanghai. I have also seen his drawings of conception.
In the recent years, we met more often at the municipal meetings

discussing and reviewing the key projects of Shanghai, many of which

are his design works, adding to the friendship of teacher-student and
friends.

The Collection of Mr. Xing Tonghe s Architectural Works has not
only recorded his traces of pursuit, but also vividly reflected the tale;nt
and excellence of China’s architects on the stage of urban develop-
ment and architectural creation of today’s China. His works also
embody the solicitude and attention that the Party and the government
have shown to the intellectuals and technical experts, the favorable
conditions, environment and opportunities that the Party and the
government have provided for them.

Most of Mr. Xing Tonghe’s architectural works were created
within the ten years after the implementation of the reform and open-
up policy,which sufficiently shows the great development that Shang-

hai has achieved under the banner of Deng Xiaoping’s theory, the real

_ happiness and the prosperity that the Party Central Committee with

Mr. Jiang Zemin as the center has brought to the people of Shanghai.
Progressing is Shanghai! I hope Mr. Xing Tonghe and other
architects will attain higher goals and scale newer heights, and create

more works and therefore provide more masterpieces that can stand

the test of history and can be handed down to the future generations.

Chen Tiedi

Chairman of the Standing Committee

of Shanghai Municipal People’s Congress
s




