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Abstract

The 1911 Revolution was the first tremendous change in the 20th
century of China, and opened a door for China’ s national rejuvenation.
So it had very important historical meaning. In jiangsu region, the
economy was booming, and the culture was flourishing: Shanghai was a
very important activity center of revolutionaries; the force of
constitutionalists in Suzhou was most powerful; Nanjing was the capital of
the Provisional Government. All of these made Jiangsu a very important
integral part in the 1911 revolution. During these years, scholars have
gained a lot study fruits on the revolution of the whole country, especially
that of Hunan, Hubei, Zhejiang and Yunnan; a lot of books about the
subject have been published. But the research on the 1911 revolution of
Jiangsu region was weak and scattered, and till now there is no special
book on the subject. It is a pity. So strengthening researching on it, not
only has great academic value in revealing the characters of the 1911
revolution in Jiangsu region, and deepening the study about the subject,
but also has important practical meaning by revealing the law of Chinese
modemization, and giving some beneficial lessons for today’ s socialist
modemization and construction.

This article, based on the achievements of predecessors, with
historical materialism as guiding principle, through excavating some
related historical materials, combining research on whole vé:;h part,
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probes deeply into the emerging, development, upsurging, outcomings of
the revolution in Jiangsu region. It analyzes the motive forces and
impediments in Jiangsu’s modemnizing progression; and aims to conclude
some historical experiences and lessons.

This article is composed of three parts: introduction, the main body
and conclusion. The introduction mainly introduces the general situation
of the research on the 1911 revolution in Jiangsu’ s region and explains
" the reason, purpose and significance of this research, which serves as a
foundation of the main part.

The main part includes five chapters:

Chapter One discusses the developing background, extent and
characteristics of national capitalism in Jiangsu during the late Qing
dynasty. As the national bourgeois and new social class force emerged and
developed day after day, a strong political power came into being, and
became a guiding force in the populace’s anti — imperialism.

Chapter Two studies local government’ s reformation, bourgeois
constitutionalists’ struggle for local autonomy and reducing taxes in late
Qing dynasty. All these activities not only resisted the aggression of
foreign imperialism, but also stimulated the politic, economy and social
culture develop fast. This kind of progress prepared a piece of ground for
a further revolution.

Chapter Three discusses carefully the background, ways and forming
process of bourgeois revolutionaries in Jiangsu, and elaborates on the
painstaking work of Jiangsu’ s bourgeois revolutionaries in popular
propaganda, organizational preparation and armed struggle.

Chapter Four analyzes the bourgeois revolutionaries of Jiangsu

2



Abstract

region, who put the democratic revolution forward to climax under the
lead of the Nanshe and the Central Headquarter of Tongmenghui. And it
inspects the Restoration of the whole region systematically and deeply.

Chapter Five offers a discussion of the political change and social
panorama after the Restoration. Democratic progress emerged, but the
social contradiction didn’ t alleviate. Peasant riots rose all over the
province. The social situation was turbulent. Jiangsu was a very important
battlefield of the anti-YuanShikai in 1913. The failure of the war marked
the termination of the 1911 revolution finally.

Conclusion: In this part, the article further researches the position
and roles of the gentry, bourgeois constitutionalists and populace’ s
political inclination; studies two styles of struggle measures: peaceful
petition and armed uprising; inspects the status of Jiangsu region in the
1911 revolution. Finally there is a conclusion for the whole article.

Key words: Jiangsu Region; the 1911 Revolution; National

Capitalism; Revolutionaries ; Constitutionalists.
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