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Extinction Surge

Recently a red monkey from the forests of West Africa was
officially declared extinct—wiped off the planet as the first
documented primate extinction since the 1700s. That may seem
troubling, but even more worrisome, scientists say, is the swelling
tidal wave of extinction that lies in the future. In fact, research
indicates that at least one-fifth of the 608 species of primates that
have evolved over millions of years could soon disappear. Although
the situation is dire for a large portion of primates, scientists say
they have learned that many species can be surprisingly resilient
Although small gene-pools can leave animals vulnerable to disease
because of inbreeding, endangered species are not always doomed.
As an expert in this field said, “As long as there is survival of a few
individuals somewhere, and as long as humans leave them alone,
they’ll often come back, often quite rapidly. A little protection can

go a long way.”
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Past Decade ‘Warmest for 1,000 Years'

The past decade has been the warmest for 1,000 years,
according to an analysis of ice cores drilled from a glacier in the
Himalayas. The findings, which were published in Science, offer
new evidence of global warming.

The ice cores, which were taken from the glacier four miles
above sea level on the Tibetan plateau, showed a record of at least
eight major droughts. They were caused by a failure of the South
Asian monsoon, the worst of which was a seven-year dry spell
which killed more than 600,000 people.

Researchers said that the results offered particularly significant
evidence of climate change, as early signs of global warming are
always seen at high altitudes. And the evidence supported the idea that

the warmer climate in recent decades was caused by human pollution.
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Safari Seals Turn to Soccer

The British obsession with football is well known, but a safari
park® keeper has taken it to a new extreme—forming a soccer team
of the seals in his care. Peter Montague said he started the team to
cheer up staff at the West Midlands Safari Park who were depressed
by the foot-and-mouth crisis. “They’re very gifted players with their
ball control,” Montague, a Manchester United fan, told reporters.
The 14 seals, who play against a human goalkeeper, pick up the
ball on their nose and then slap it into the net with their flippers.
Montague said Manchester United could learn some lessons from
the seals: “A bit more ball control and a bit more bite in mid-
field—or should that be mid-seal?” “These overrated football players
get paid thousands of pounds a week; my seals do it for a couple
of fish,” he added.

* safari park: &R %1E P2 [FF animal park,
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Don’t Saw Those, See These!

A California performance artist has launched what she hopes
will be a new women’s movement against logging ancient
redwoods—Dbaring her breasts and reciting poetry to stunned timber
crews. “They stop their chainsaws and they stop their trucks and
they pay attention,” Dona Nieto, who goes by the name “La Tigresa,”
said as she prepared another demonstration. “I've changed some of
these guys’ lives. But I'd like to change the laws, and I’d like to
change history.” Since beginning her protests, La Tigresa has brought
what she calls “Goddess-based, nude Buddhist guerrilla poetry” to
a number of timber and logging sites in and around northern
Mendocino County—an area some 120 miles (123 km) north of _
San Francisco that marks one of the main battlegrounds in the long

fight between environmentalists and timber companies.
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Fat City

What are the best places to live in if you want to be slim?
According to the study by Men’s Fitness magazine, try sunny, seaside
San Diego, which topped the magazine’s list of “fittest” cities in LLSA.
Stay away from Houston, which, with its polluted air, proliferation
of bars and liquor stores, ranked as the “fattest” city. In its annual
study, the magazine takes into account a range of issues that make
up how healthy it is to live in a city, from air and water quality to
the number of fast food joints per person. While the actual percentage
of overweight people living in a city is also considered, the study
focuses more on opportunities available for people who want to
get fit. Because the study emphasized factors like recreation areas
and climate, it seems only natural that San Francisco and Honolulu
tied for second most “fit” cities after San Diego, while chilly Detroit
and Philadelphia were the second and third “fattest” cities on the

magazine’s list




