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On Dec. 27, 2008, when General Secretary Hu Jintao expressed
sympathy and solicitude for the teachers and the students of Guixi Middle
School, Qiang Minority Autonomous County, Beichuan, Mianyang City, he
said, “The earthquake is heartless, but the world has love.”
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On May 23, 2008, when Premier Wen Jiabao visited the students of Senior Grade 3 of
Beichuan Middle school, Mianyang, Sichuan, he wrote down on the blackboard with
chalk “Deep distressresurrects a nation”.
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Guan Renshan, president of Hebei Writers’

Association, writes the name Tangshan
People in Wenchuan for this book.
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At 3:42 July 28, 1976, Tangshan Earthquake, 7.8 magnitude, took place at east
longitude 118.2°, and north latitude 39.6°, killing more than 240,000. The Tangshan
earthquake ruins in the campus of Hebei Polytechnic University taken in January, 2008.
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At 14:28 of May 12, 2008, the Wenchuan Earthquake, 8 magnitude, took place at east
longitude 103.4°, and north latitude 31.0°, killing more than 80,000 people.
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Recording the Moment of the Earthquake and
Retaining the Goodness of

Human Nature

Preface for the Tangshan People in Wenchuan
Wang Ziping

Some days ago, my friend photographic expert Cheng Guimin came to visit me and
presented me with his book The 30 Stories of the Survivors in 1976 Tangshan Earthquake. 1
was deeply interested in the story of Zhu Enping, an earthquake orphan and a vice president of
Hebei Polytechnic University for which I am working. He was editing the book’s companion
volume Tangshan People in Wenchuan and suggested putting my story into it. In June 2008
I had my book Come out of Ruins-how to Deal with Earthquake Disaster published by Hebei
Polytechnic University and its copies were donated to Wenchuan in the name of relieving
disaster with knowledge. In appreciation of my deed. Guimin emailed me the draft about the
story and asked me to write a preface for his new book. As a famous photographer, Guimin
has been always thinking of and paying close attention to earthquake disasters while recording
them for a long time. His earthquake-related photographs won various prizes and produced
widespread influences both in China and abroad. After the Wenchuan earthquake, I learned
from media coverage that the rescue to the disaster area created new records in the world in
the terms of numbers of nations and rescue people who took part in the disaster relief and even
the tent styles, etc. And from the point of view of photographic history in China or the world.
it was also a marvellous feat for the most photographers to participate in the photographing
and the most photographic data to have been recorded since photography was invented more
than 170 years ago. The photographic expert Cheng Guimin from Tangshan took an active
part in the feat. Shouldering the social and historic responsibility of a Chinese photographic
expert and one of Tangshan people, along with all the other photographers in the disaster area
from the whole nation, risking the aftershocks and bearing the extremely heavy stresses both
from mind and body, he determinedly visited the earthquake-hit Wenchuan three times and
took the moving pictures of the Tangshan volunteers who had engaged in the rescue and relief
and reconstructing homes. To tell the truth, I am a layman of photography. But as a scholar to
study earthquake and other forms of disasters from the angels of sociology and culturology, I
understood many valuable contents from his book. The true value of the book just lies in that it
has excavated and illustrated and developed the goodness of human nature through recording
the soul-shaking moments with pictures and characters imbued with tears and bloods. The thick
and heavy book with 432 pages of pictures and characters has fully described the great love
and feelings of Tangshan people and it is a miniature of the heartfelt and instinctive love of the
Chinese people before disasters. It touches me so greatly among the books of its sort in recent
years that I would like to say it has profound historic value and deserves collecting in the sense
of society.

Both the Tangshan earthquake and the Wenchuan earthquake have caused enormous
disasters to the people. But at the same time, the earthquakes have also aroused the goodness
of human nature. After the Tangshan earthquake which took place 32 years ago, the Tangshan
people set up temporary families to live through that disaster by supporting and encouraging
each other. Despite the huge economic difficulties caused by the “cultural revolution™ at that
time, the nation and the people of all ethnic groups still gave full support to the earthquake-
stricken people. Guimin and I personally experienced and witnessed the disaster. And both of us
also experienced and witnessed the goodness of human nature spreading among the people. To



give disinterested assistance is the embodiment of the goodness of human nature, and to accept
the assistance with a grateful heart embodies the same. To be grateful and seek ways to return
kindness is an excellent traditional idea of Chinese people. “Give a fountain in return for a drop
of water™ has always been regarded as a virtue worth pursuing. Gratefulness is listed as the first
of the four humanistic ideas for the Tangshan people (the other 3 ones are: universal fraternity,
openness and transcendence) and this vividly shows the Tangshan people’s deep understanding
of gratefulness. In the unforgettable year of 2008, Tangshan, from governments to social
bodies and individuals, offered its full support to the snowstorm-stricken people in South
China and the earthquake-hit people in Wenchuan. Gratefulness has been taken as a rational
responsibility, a conscious obligation and a sacred mission by the city. From the snowstorm and
the earthquake, it can be concluded that people’s right to existence is the most sacred which is
gained from the fights against nature. All the people should join hands to defend the right. In
the presence of disasters, it is responsibility and obligation that unites the whole nation or the
whole world. Kindness comes from human ration; responsibility from the goodness of human
nature and obligation from great love. The great earthquake makes people recall the goodness
of human nature by undertaking responsibility and obligation. The core topic is fully elaborated
with the pictures and the moving stories in the book.

The book is of aesthetic layout, substantial quality pictures and essays with clear-cut
features of the time. As described in the book. disasters are caused by nature. It is an outcome of
interior adjustments of nature. Mankind doesn’t have to hate it but should learn to live together
in peace with it. Usually the events of Nature not only bring about great destroys and disasters
but also greatly evoke the goodness of human nature. It makes the people who have never met
before join their hands to fight against disasters bravely. Right here right now, the evil of human
nature which usually a concomitant of the goodness fades out or disappears, on the contrary,
people are imbued with the goodness. This sort of phenomenon is found neither in social life
neither in literature or art works under normal circumstances. It is so proved that the goodness
can be aroused and exist among people just as similarly described in the very first sentence of
“Three-character scripture™( a popular book in ancient China)-- “man’s nature at birth is good™.
It is just the common mission of writers, artists and scholars to record and retain and develop
the goodness of human nature.

Guimin is a thoughtful photographic expert. The profound connotations contained in the
book are from Guimin’s long-term practice and pondering. As far as I know, since 1980°s,
he has been taking it as his target to excavate the goodness of human nature and develop the
earthquake culture. With his photographic apparatus, Guimin visited and photographed many
earthquake relics and survivors of the earthquakes and collected and read as many earthquake-
related materials to enrich his thought and emotions. There came a great deal of excellent
photos. The ones in this book are just examples. In addition, Guimin is a man of willpower
and plenty of guts. I heard that he had been working for 19 to 20 hours every day in the latter
editing of the book to finish the moving work. So I have reason to pay respect to him and feel
happy for him.

Calamities as well as disasters, just like shadows are always with the sun, will go along
with human history. As far as we can predict, the calamities or disasters brought about by
natural or social events will be the eternal topic for artists. It is a photographer’s bounden duty
to encourage people to fight against all sorts of calamities and disasters with his camera as the
weapon. Availing myself of this opportunity, I'd like to wish and expect Guimin to produce
better and more profound works.

Let’s hope our actual world gets better and better.

A Brief Introduction Of Wang Ziping

Wang Ziping was born in Wangdu County.Hebei Province in 1934. He is now a disaster sociologist
and a professor of Hebei Polytechnic University. He published many works on disaster, economy and
other sciences and has been awarded many prizes by Hebei and the state. Entitled the “founder of disaster
sociology ( and earthquake sociology). he is one of Hebei’s excellent experts and enjoys the State Council
special allowance.
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