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The Mouse, the Bird, and

the Sausage
L <u7(}, /

ONCE UPON A TIME a mouse, a bird, and a sausage came
together and set up house. For a long time they lived together in
peace and happiness, and they managed to increase their
possessions by a considerable amount. The bird’s job was to fly
into the forest every day and bring back wood. The mouse had to
carry water, light the fire and set the table, while the sausage
did the cooking.
Yet, those who lead the good life are always looking for ways
to make it even better. And, one day, as the bird was flying
ut, he met another bird and boasted about how wonderful his
life was. But the other bird called him a poor sap because he had
to do all the hard work, while his companions just enjoyed
themselves at home. Indeed, after the mouse started the fire and
carried the water into the house, she generally went to her little
room and rested until she was called to set the table. The
sausage always stayed by the pot and kept an eye on the
cooking, and right before mealtime he usﬁaﬁ-y slid through the
stew or vegetables to make sure everything was salted and
seasoned properly. And that was all he did. When the bird came
home and laid down his load, they would sit down at the table,
and after finishing the meal they would sleep soundly until the
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next morning. Such was their glorious life.

However, the bird had been d'i:t:l;bed by what the other bird
had said, and next day he refused to fly into the forest. He told
his companions that he had been their slave long enocugh. and
that they must have taken him for a fool. He demanded that they
try another arrangement. The mouse and the sausage argued
against this, but the bird would not be deniedﬁ . and he insisted
that they try a new way. So they drew lots, and it fell upon the
sausage to get the wood from then on , while the mouse became
cook, and the bird was to fetch water.

What happened?

After the sausage went to fetch the wood, the bird started the
fire, and the mouse put the kettle on the stove. Then they
waited for the sausage to return with the wood for the next day.
However, the sausage was gone so {ong that the other two had an
uneasy feeling. and the bird flew out a little way to meet him.
Not far from their home, however, he encountered a dog, and he
learned that this dog had considered the sausage free game and
had gr_a_lkbed him and swallowed him down. The birg-;v:; fuii_qys
and accused the dog of highwaz robbery, but it was of no use,
for the dog maintained he had found forged letters on the
sausage, and therefore the sausage had had to pay fort" this with
his life.

Now the bird sadly picked up the wood and carried it back
home. He told the mouse what he had seen and heard, and they
were very distressed. Nevertheless, they agreed to do the best
they could'™ and stay together. Meanwhile, the bird set the
table, and the mouse prepared the meal. She intended to put the
tinishing touches on it by seasoning it and sliding through the
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vegetables the way the sausage used to do, but before she even
reached the middle, she got stuck and had to pay for it with her
life.

When the bird came to serve the meal, there was no cock. He
became so upset that he scattered wood all over the place, calling
and searching for the mouse. But his cook was no longer to be
found. Due to the bird’s distraction the wood soon caught fire,
and the house went up in flames. When the bird rushed to fetch
some water, howmt slipped and fell into the well,
dragging the bird along. Since he could not get himself out, he
was left to drown.
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The Straw,the Coal,and the Bean

THERE ONCE WAS A POOR OLD WOMAN Who lived in a
village, and she had gathered a bunch of beans that she wanted
to cook. So she prepared a fire on her llgglgt_h,- lighting it with a
handful of straw to make it burn faster. As she was emptying
the beans into the pot, one of them slipped to the floor unnoticed
and lay next to a straw. Soon after, a glowing coal jumped from
the hearth and joined the other two. Then the straw began to
speak. “Dear friends, where have you come from?”

“Fortunately, I jumped out of the fire,” responded the coal.
“If I hadn’t used sh)&r force, it would have been the end of me.
I would have been burned to ashes. ”

“I also escaped by the skin of my teeth’),” said the bean, “If
the old woman had thrown me into the pot, I’d have been cooked
into a soup without mercy like my comrades. ”

“Do you think mj_:fate would have been any better?” said the
straw. “The old woman let all my brothers burn up in smoke.
She grabbed sixty all at once and put them to death.
Fortt;mately, I slipped through her fingers. ”

“Well, what should we do now?” asked the coal.

“Since we were so lucky to escape death, I think we should
-stick together like good comrades,” the bean said. “Also we’d
better begin heading for'? a foreign country before there’s a new
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fatality. ”

ThlS proposal pleased the other two, and they set out on their
way. However s they soon came to a smallrbrook ,» and since there
was no bridge or way over it, they did not know how they would
manage to cross it. Then the straw came up with!) a good idea
and said, “I’ll lay myself across, andE;;;u’ll be able to walk
over me like a bndge.

So the straw stretched itself from one bank to the other, and

b
the coal, who had a fiery temperament, marched boldly onto the
newly built brldge Yet, when it was halfway across and heard
the water gl_tlz_'hrp_urmg below, it got frlghtened, stopped in its
tracks, and did not dare go any further. But now the straw
b‘e;;fto burn, broke }—r:?wo pieces, and fell into the broock. The
coal tumbled after, and as it hit the water, it gave up the ghost
The bean, which, had cautiously, stayed behind, had to laugh
when it saw what happened, but it was unable to stop and kept
laughing so hard that it burst. Now, it would have been all over
for the bean were it not for a traveling tailor who had been
resting near the brook. He felt so sorry for the bean that he took
out his needle and thread and sewed the bean together. The bean
thanked him most kindly, but because the tailor had used black
thread, all beans since then have had a black seam.
R
[1Jescape by the skin of my teeth 225 F 3. [2]head for (MEEFE
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Old Sultan

fowok{wl
A FARMER HAD A FAITHFUL DOG NAMED SULTAN,and

when the dog had grown old and lost all his teeth, he ¢ould no -
longer gr1p things tlghtly One day,as the farmer was standing
by the front door w1th his wife, he said, “I'm going to shoot old
Sultan tomorrow. He’s no longer of any use to us. ”

His wife felt sorry for the faithful creature, and she replied,
“Couldn’t we just keep him on and feed him? After all, he’s
served us so many years and has been loyal to us.”

“My God}” the husband exclaimed, “Don’t you have any
senselJ7 He doesn’t have a tooth.ig’; in his head, and there’s not
a thief who’d be afraid of him. It’s time for him to go. He served
us well, but he was also fed well in return®. ”

The poor dog was bgf_l»{irig nearby in the sun and overheard
everything that was said. He was sad that the next day was to be
his last. But he had a good friend, the wolf, and in the evening
he sneaked out into the forest to see him and whine about his
ingwte.

“Listen,cousin,” said the wolf. “Keep your spirits up. You
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can depend on me to help you out of your di_lfg}_ma[3]. In fact,
I've already thought of something. Early fomOrTow morning
your master will be going out with his wife to make hay, and
they’ll take their little child with them because nobody will be
staying at home. They generally lay the child behind the hedge
in the shade while they work. Now, I want you to lie down next
to the child as if you wanted to guard him. I’ll come out of the
forest and steal the child. Thgr?};ou’ve got to take to your
heels™ as if you wanted to get the child away from me. T’ll let
};I;II drop, and you bring him back to his parents ,who'll believe
that you rescued him. Then they’ll be too grateful to think of
harming you. On the contrary, they’ll be completely indebted to
you and give ygﬁ\‘éﬂ&thiﬁg you want. ” )

The dog liked the scheme, and he carried it out just as
planned. When the wolf stole the child and began carrying him
through the fields, the father sczeamed, and when old Sultan
brought the child back, he was happy and patted the dog.

“Nobody’s going to touch a hair on your head,” he said. “You
can stay here and eat your fill for as long as you live. ” Then he
turned to his wife and said, “Go home right away and coock some
bread mush. He won’t need to chew that. Also,bring the pillow
from my bed. I want to give him that as angift to lie on.”

From then_on old Sultan had it good, and he could not have

wished for a better life. Scon after, the wolf visited him and was
N T - I
glad to learn that everything succeeded so well.

“Now,cousin,” he said, “I hope you’ll wink an eye when I
steal a fat sheep from your master every now and then. Times
are getting hard for all of us.” '

“Don’t count on™ that,” the dog answered, “I intend to stay
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