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PREFACE

All living things, from beginning to end, undergo different growing and de-
veloping stages. Started with a fertilized egg and ended with death, the long life
of a human being passes through various stages, such as embryo, baby, child, ju-
venile, youth, middle age and old age. Human beings can grow healthily only if
they are raised and fostered well enough according to their demands at various
stages of growth and development, since each stage needs different conditions of
both material and spirit. In the world of living things, human beings, animals,
plants and vegetable crops are similar in this aspect.

Vegetable crops are rich in types and category, such as fungal, herbal and
woody vegetables; or annual, biennial and perennial vegetables; or terrestrial
and aquatic vegetables. Some vegetables are grown for their roots, while others
for stems, leaves, flowers, fruits or seeds. With careful observation and investi-
gation into this colorful vegetable world, it is not difficult to find that different
types of vegetables have their different growing and developing laws. Just like
human beings, a life cycle of various vegetables can be divided into different
growing and developmental stages. At each stage, there may occur many changes
in morphology, physiology and biochemistry, and different environmental condi-
tions are needed. Therefore, in order to realize the aim of good quality and high
yield in vegetable production, their growth laws must be invéstigated and under-
stood before vegetable cultivation. In another words, to cultivate vegetable well,
cultivators should know not only how to cultivate, but also why cultivate so. It is
believed that only a complete understanding of inner laws of vegetables can culti-
vators master and cultivate vegetables well. That is why we have written “Princi-
ples of Good-quality and High-yield Cultivation in Vegetables”.

To study and understand vegetable growth and development, scholars and
experts around the world have done a lot of excellent research and made great
achievements in such field. Based on the information at home or abroad and the
writers' research achievements, this book has been written by some native leading

scholars and experts in vegetables. The book introduces 30 types of vegetables
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systematically and respectively. Detailed information, such as changes at different
stages, the formation of yield and quality and the scientific principle and techno-
logical way of good-quality and high-yield in vegetables, is presented in the book.
This book would be helpful to those who take part in agricultural teaching, re-
search and extension as well as the new generation of vegetable cultivators. We
hope that the book can provoke people’s further interest of research in growing
and developmental laws of vegetable crops, making good-quality and high-yield
principle and technology of vegetables to develop.

Owing to a great amount of information concerned and ability limitation of
writers and editors, some errors may occur in the book. Readers are sincerely

welcome to make any criticism and correction.

Authors and Editors
March, 1998
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