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INTRODUCTION

Overview

New Standard College English has a number of
important principles:

® it presents a balanced approach between language
knowledge and language skills, so that the
students not only learn about English, but also
learn how to use their knowledge in interactive
situations

* it develops effective communication strategies by
integrating the language skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening in a holistic way, which
reflects real-life language use

e it encourages the development of intercultural
awareness, to allow the students to use their
language knowledge and skills with speakers
from different cultures

e it promotes a learner-centred approach, where
the students are encouraged to personalize the
process of language acquisition, to make best
use of the resources within their classroom as
well as online, and to develop learning strategies
which are most appropriate to their personal
requirements and circumstances

® it exposes the students to the variety of language
which is spoken and written in everyday
situations today

* it develops critical thinking, which encourages
the students to look beyond the passages and
consider the broader implications of what they
have read or listened to

Components and course organization

There are four levels for New Standard College
English to be used over the two years of English
language instruction. Each level contains:
® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Student’s Book

® Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Student’s Book

e Real Communication: Workbook

® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Teacher’s Book

e Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Teacher’s Book

The Listening and Speaking course contains video
and audio passages. The whole course is supported
by an online version, which will both enhance the
textbook version and include specially written material.

Each Student’s Book contains ten units, and each
unit contains a single broad theme, such as starting
out at college, learning to think, communication,
feelings and emotions, popular science, travel etc.
As the Integrated Course book is designed to be used
alongside the Listening and Speaking book, the themes
are the same in both books.

Course design and syllabuses

The course design adopts a multi-syllabus approach

appropriate to the university students and teachers.

The syllabuses include:

e themes, chosen for their interest and relevance to
university students studying in China, but who
have a desire to learn about countries and cultures
around the world

e lexis, guided by the wordlist in the College
English Curriculum Requirements (CECR) and
supported by the Macmillan English Dictionary
Jor Advanced Learners (2nd edition, 2007)

e grammar and sentence patterns, presented in the
context of the passages

e skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing and
translating

e pronunciation, focusing on particular areas of
difficulty for Chinese speakers of English

® intercultural awareness, through exposure to a
wide variety of international issues as well as
the linguistic and non-linguistic conventions,
customs, traditions, attitudes and beliefs of
cultures from all round the world



Unit organization

Real Communication: An Integrated Course

The unit follows a basic pattern:

Starting point introduces the unit theme by a
variety of speaking activities, including questionnaires,
discussion points and famous quotations.

Active reading (1) contains the first main reading
passage and focuses on the words which should be
learnt either for receptive or productive use. There is
preparation for reading and prediction work, a while-
reading activity, and a Language and culture box with
information about cultural references in the passage
which may be unfamiliar to the students.

Then there is a series of stages which focus on:

e reading and understanding, in which the main
ideas and detailed meaning of the passage is
explored

e dealing with unfamiliar words, where there are
three types of words and activities. The words
in the tinted vocabulary box are words which
are prescribed by the CECR wordlist, and the
activities which accompany them are designed
to explore their meaning and form. There are
also lexical sets in the vocabulary box which are
related to the topic. The final type of words are
those which are beyond the required level, but
which need to be understood in order to be able
to understand the main idea of the passage. The
accompanying activity encourages the students to
develop skills to deal with unfamiliar words, both
within and beyond the passage

e reading and interpreting, in which aspects
of inference, style, and writer’s purpose are
examined

e developing critical thinking, a series of
questions which develop the ideas presented in
the passage, and encourage independent thinking

Talking point is a short section where the unit
theme is further explored by an opportunity for less
intensive discussion and interaction.

Active reading (2) contains the second main
reading passage, and covers the same stages as in

Active reading (1). The passage explores the unit
theme from a different perspective and is written in a
different genre from the passage in Active reading (1).
This ensures that the students are exposed to a variety
of viewpoints and genres.

Talking point occurs again, and serves a similar
function to the first Talking point.

Language in use is designed to explore aspects of
grammar and complex sentence patterns which are
presented in the two reading passages. There may
also be extra information about particular words or
expressions, or some work on collocations. The section
finishes with translation from and into Chinese.

Reading across cultures contains a passage which
shows an aspect of cultural life, customs or behaviour
in a country or culture other than China, and with
which the students may not be familiar. There are
comprehension questions and questions which provide
an opportunity for the students to compare the culture
shown in the passage with their own culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. Aspects
of language which are commonly found in written
English, especially academic writing, are explored, and
the section finishes with an activity designed to help
the students perform a new and unique piece of writing
which practises the aspects of language explored
earlier.

Unit task provides a task which allows the students
to review all the language skills they have encountered
in the whole unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

Real Communication: Listening and Speaking

Starting point is a pair- or group-work activity
which introduces the unit theme.

Inside view provides listening practice by means of
a video story of three students, Mark (English), Kate
(American) and Janet (Chinese) at the University of
Oxford in England. Filmed on location in Oxford, it
shows their typical lives, interests and concerns, and
provides an insight into the university and the city.
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There are comprehension activities and a Language
and culture box to explain unfamiliar cultural
references. Everyday English highlights some of
the words and expressions which are very common
in spoken, contemporary English, and which may be
difficult to understand. The section ends with a guided
functional dialogue, with a box of useful functional
expressions, taken from the video story as references.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity
which remains close to the unit theme, but allows a
change of pace in the lesson.

Outside view uses short extracts from video
material in which the English is authentic and roughly
graded to the students’ level. The accompanying
activities are designed more to enable the students to
understand the main ideas, rather than to check detailed
comprehension. There is a section for Developing
critical thinking, with a similar intention to the ones
in the Integrated Course.

Listening in contains two listening passages which
provide further practice listening to roughly graded
material. As with Outside view, the intention is to
expose the students to language which may be slightly
higher than their present level of English, but which
will prepare them for listening and understanding
in real-life contexts. This section finishes with a
Developing critical thinking activity too.

Presentation skills includes advice on techniques
for giving effective presentations, as well as a box
of functional expressions. The main activities lead
the students to give a presentation related to the unit
theme.

Pronunciation focuses on the specific points in
pronunciation, stress and intonation which cause
Chinese speakers of English difficulty, and includes
aspects such as linking sounds, stressed words, and
sense groups.

Unit task contains a task which allows the students
in pairs or groups to review all the language skills they
have covered during the unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

English in 21st-century China

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning
for a lifetime, educate people.”

The Chinese proverb is equally well-known in
English. New Standard College English plans for a
lifetime of learning by promoting best practice in
language teaching and quality education.

The course aims to encourage the students to enjoy
using English and to develop a sense of progress and
achievement in their learning.

Secondly, it sets a new standard for English
language teaching in Chinese universities. It stands as
the sum of our knowledge about English in the 21st
century, about language teaching methodology, about
how to choose content which reflects the interests of
university students, and about how to bring all these
features together in an attractively designed, state-of-
the-art textbook.

Above all, New Standard College English lays the
foundations of educating a lifetime of English users
in China, which will encourage their membership
of the worldwide and intercultural English-speaking
community. It invites the students to reach beyond
their university, beyond their region and beyond China
itself, and to Join an international community where
English is used both as the language of commerce,
economics, entertainment, culture and politics, and as
a means to promote international understanding and
peace.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief
New Standard College English
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American and British English
In the conversations, Kate and her family use these

American English words:

school / college university
clean up tidy up
(real) funny (very) funny
backyard garden

Oxford is a large university and unlike most other
universities, it is divided into different colleges.
Students choose a particular college within the university
at which to study. Students live in their college and it is
also where they are supervised by a personal tutor.

In American English, college is the usual word for
university and a place that gives students degrees.

School in American English is an informal word for
university. It is also used in both British and American
English to describe a department of a university or a

® Everyday English, $&##isirbit) H % 0is, By
H: PR a8 M

;(Everyday English

' There you are.

. No need to call me sir.
This is awesome!

' by the way
How can you tell?
And you are ...?

8 Work in pairs and answer the questions about
Everyday English.
I There you are. Is the porter (a) giving Janet
something, or (b) finding her name on the list?
2 No need to call me sir. Does this mean (a) she

o fRIOREFRIGFMRE, BANIEL, 5I19%¥E
RG]

Talking about food

What's minestrone soup?

What's it made with?

It's made with ...

What's in it?

How is it cooked?

It's baked / boiled / fried / cooked in ...
What flavour ice cream do you have?
Saying what food you like or dislike
It's delicious / tasty / spicy / hot!

That sounds good.

8 Work in groups of three. Plan your own dinner party.

Student A Suggest inviting some people for
dinner.

Student B
Student C
Student A
Student B
Student A

Student C

Agree with the suggestion.

Ask what you’ll make.

Suggest a special or a favourite dish.
Ask how it’s cooked.

Explain how it’s cooked.

Say that it sounds great. Ask what food
you need to buy.

VIl
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Talking point
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® Developing critical thinking %:>], 5|54y
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Developing critical hmki

16 Work in pairs and discuss the questions. ‘
I Do you think shopping online will ever become |
more popular than shopping in a mall? 1
What are the advantages and disadvantages of
|« shopping online? ,
3 Can you think of ways to avoid the disadvantages?
4 What might happen to shopping malls and high |
street shops if shopping online becomes even
more popular?

L)

e Listening to natural English, M55 EHP2E M
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Listening to natural English:
identifying types of listening material
You'll hear English in many different types of listening:

* announcement * message

» advertisement * news bulletin
* conversation * interview

» story or storyline * joke

= lecture or speech » documentary or report
All of these have certain distinctive features which

include:

Listening in
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Presentation skills

PAAEATORRAA, WTAIARRL AL, 519204 047
—JE3HY presentation (ANZRAILME, HhAEE, JimIRAR
%) AMURPHRRIEST, BAREH X F L HIE,

Giving a talk

In a talk, we'll be talking briefly about a number of
different subjects. Below are some phrases we can
use when moving on to a new subject. Similarly, when
we end our talk, we can signal this by using certain
phrases.

In any talk, particularly in a foreign language, it's
natural to make mistakes or stumble over our words.
Be prepared for this and don’t worry about it. Instead,
smile and say something like, Sorry, I'll say that again.
This reassures listeners that we're in control and don't
mind making a mistake.

Finally, here are a few tips about our speaking style:
¢ Don't try and speak too fast. It's much more

important to speak clearly so that our audience can

understand us.

* Remember to speak loudly so that the people at the
back of the room can hear.

* Pause before we start a new subject.

Introducing a new subject

As for my husband, ...

With regard to children, ...

Regarding my home, ...

Correcting a mistake

Sorry, I'll say that again.

I'll just rephrase that.

Let me start again.

Ending a talk

So there you have it - my ideal future family.
So now you know all about my ideal future family.
So that's it — my ideal future family.
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Pronunciation

1 Listen and repeat. Check () the words in which the
stressed syllable changes.

[] standardized
[] scenery

[] information
[] respected

[ 7] inhabitant
[] survive

[ ] strength

[] nominated
[ ] responsible
["] autobiographical
[] published

| [] separated
[] possible

standardization
scenic
informative
respectable
inhabit
survival
strengthen
nomination
responsibility
autobiography
publication
separation
possibility

Unit task
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UNIT TASK

Delivering a news bulletin

1 Work in small groups and prepare a short news
bulletin for radio.

« Make a list of events recently in the news.
» Choose four or five events to include in your
bulletin. Two or three should be important and

= Discuss these events and make sure you agree on
the story in each case.

one or two should be interesting but unimportant.

Unit file

BEARTTERNIES AR, %L A

.

FUNCTIONS

Reporting speech

A woman reported (that) ...

The policeman suggested ...

The policeman told the thief (that) ...
The thief agreed to ...

Introducing the news

There is still no news of ...

Scientists claim (that) ...

Talking about habits

I mostly ...

I've got used to ...

I've got into the habit of ...

| spend too much time ...
Expressing preferences

| (much) prefer TV (to the radio).

| prefer watching TV (to listening to the radio).
| prefer to relax with a newspaper.

I'd rather read a newspaper (than read
news online).

- . . .

UNIT FILE

-IX



Unit 1 Arriving at Oxford and meeting new Oxford traditions P6 The Ivy League P8
5 friends P2 Listening to natural English: A Beautiful Mind P9
Starting out Asking about names identifying types of listening
Pl Making introductions material
Eating in an English restaurant P14 Cooking spicy shrimp US Table manners P20
Talking about food style P18 Junk food v junk TV P21
Saying what food you like or dislike Listening to natural English:
Asking about and ordering food understanding natural
connected speech
Learning about memory and different Mind maps P30 Recovering from a stroke P32
learning styles P27 The Montessori Method P33
Correcting
Talking about ability
Generalizing

Giving instructions

Going on a date P50 Trying Internet dating P54 How two people found love P56
Encouraging Listening to natural English: Advice on how to find the right person
Asking for and offering suggestions understanding connected online P57
Expressing worries speech
Asking for and giving advice

Shopping for clothes P63 Online shopping P66 Shopping in Cairo, St Petersburg and
Shopping for clothes Listening to natural English: Venice P68
Offering help in a shop recognizing the speaker s Top ten tips for supermarket shoppers P69
Making payments attitude Listening to natural English: radio-style
top ten countdown
~ Getting a visit from parents P74 The changing roles of men ~ What makes us who we are, genes or
- Describing personality and women P78 family environment? P80
Making comparisons Donating a kidney to save her sister’s life
 Asking for more information P81
s Lﬁr’: Asking for reassurance
 Reassuring
Making a travel plan for the summer Amazing Australia P90 Arriving at a new place alone P92
P86 Jokes in English P93
Offering assistance Listening to natural English: listening
Making travel arrangements to jokes
Making arrangements for
Gt . accommodation
Unit 9 Feeling depressed in a new environment HULK: A delicious smoothie The extraordinary secret of James Barry
3 P99 P102 P104
Body and mind Asking about people’s health Listening to natural English: Going to see the doctor in the US and
P97 Talking about medical complaints emphasizing Britain P105
Sympathizing Listening to natural English: a radio-style
documentary

Joining the Environmental Action Group The four seasons P114 Visiting an eco-house P116
at college P111 Surviving a tornado P117
Expressing concern

Discussing possibilities

Discussing intentions

Communication Activities P121



Giving a factual presentation P10
Attracting people s attention
Starting a presentation

Finishing a presentation

Giving a demonstration P22
Saying what you need

Giving step-by-step instructions
Giving special advice
Reminding

Discussing a problem from
different viewpoints P34
Stating facts

Stating emotions

Stating positive aspects
Stating negative aspects
Making suggestions
Reviewing

Telling a love story P58

Setting the scene / Ending the story
Talking about romantic love
Creating suspense

Making a sales presentation P70
Persuading

Making additional points
Making a strong recommendation
Being convinced

Giving a talk P82
Introducing a new subject
Correcting a mistake
Ending a talk

Giving a guided tour P94
Giving strong opinions
Making suggestions

Giving advice P106

Giving advice

Explaining likely effects

Expressing uncertainty

Adjectives frequently used with advice

Verbs frequently used with advice as the object

Holding a formal discussion P118
Giving reasons

Making a concession

Presenting a counter-argument

Stressed words
Rising intonation in unfinished sentences
Sense groups P11

Stressed words P23

Weak consonants
Rising and falling intonation in questions
P35

Stress and intonation to express strong
feelings and opinions

Sense groups

Plosion P59

Consonant + you / your
Linking sounds P71

Silent /h/
Plosion P83

/t/ sound in not
Stressed words
Unstressed words P95

Contracted forms
Sense groups
Unstressed discourse markers P107

Stress and intonation P119

Making a factfile about students
in your class P12

Giving advice to visitors about
food in and around your college P24

Devising and explaining how to
play a memory game P36

Hosting a radio phone-in
programme P60

Preparing and presenting a radio or
television advert P72

Acting out a conversation about
some family news P84

Entering a television competition
to win your dream vacation P96

Carrying out a healthy living
survey P108

Holding a meeting about an
environmental issue P120
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Unit 1 Starting out

Starting point

Work with the whole class.

Find someone who:

* comes from the same province as you do

* used the same English textbook in senior
high school as you did

* liked the same subjects at school as you did

* has an English name

+ worked during the summer vacation

» did some studying during the summer vacation

* knows where Oxford and Harvard
universities are

* is excited about starting out at college

* is missing their family

I am from Sichuan.

So am 1!

Inside view

Predicting

Before we listen in class, we usually make
predictions by looking at the photos and any
other illustrations (such as the form on the
right), and think about:

How many people am | likely to hear?

What's the situation likely to be?

Conversation 1

staircase /'steakers/ n. Hfh[H]
sign for 2
Stewart /'stjuot/ H7 & /R4F

1 Work in pairs. Look at the form and talk about:

* when you might see or use a form like this
+ if you’re likely to know the person you’re speaking to

Hertford College accommodation form

First name Family name
Staircase number
Room number
Keys
wE (sign here)

a8 % N A Afa W

2 Watch Conversation 1 and complete the form in Activity 1.

3 Watch Conversation 1 again and answer the questions.

1 What does the porter ask Janet?

2 What does the porter give Janet?

3 What does Janet call the porter at first?

4 What does the porter ask Janet to call him?
5 What does the porter ask Janet to do?




Starting out Unit 1

4 Work in pairs. Look at Photo 1 and talk about:

* who Janet is speaking to
« where they are

* if they know each other

* what they’re likely to say

5 Watch Conversation 2 and complete the table.

English name

Chinese name

Home town




