 IHBEEAMRN, TETIRALIBNE
k. REXLER, AXKSHHRRHBHES,

; %ﬁ:iﬂﬂ

FXD EF

%8 X (R AR \
b\

XUN ZHAO NA XIE LING HUN

L.t

-



| RARABBERMETERP. RSN, R
sk ERIRP. 2R, FUESE HHER, &R ROERK,

~

@EXE #F
©FHIL MR

ORX: AR ORE: BFDE

XUN ZHAO NA XIE LING HUN

WANG DA WEI ZHU
XIANG GANG WEN HUI CHU BAN SHE



HE: IRBLERHA
E&: EXI
¥ (g
MITHRE: Bk
AR : &S0 H AR
&t SHffALTESE7S
HERD 2 -4
Wen Wei Publishing Co Ltd
2 -4/F Hing Wai Centre
7 Tin Wan Prays Rd
Aberdeen Hong Kong
Fi&: (852) — 28738053
&K (852) - 25526310
e —mail publish@wenweipo. com
EDRI: XHEENKAT »
&Z1T7: MERBHEERLAT
BEEEELHE20-243 B8 T
WrpihFRE 16 P
RUR : 2007 £ 7 AEHE—IRE —RENRI
Efft: BHSS T/ &
EFRH#S: ISBN 978 -962 -374 -338 -9
Published & Printed in Hong Kong
IR - EEED



I (ERANPE) (BREEE AAR. FXBFE. T8 sEREL
MRAE 2002 & 1 BHAR) §0 € “&E])” HINAIIR) (CKIBE mEHBHRkt
1992 & 10 BHEMR) 6, RRZETRANME), BUEBIRFANZE, ERHBHIR
APE, ERARNBEPERNBE TG I—BREIRZR “RINSIFER” 8920
TERUKX, ¥ TIULAISKLEPEEBEXEBERZN “SULEM”

XY DHEHE R NEBOBE, RRERDRET - 0918
B,

XTH¥PIHLEIN “E” XD B HSE00EH. ABRR,
SlETEENART. BUSEFERFENHR, RIRAXETEEBNENLTA,
BEEETEBLHRENETH, T2, SMMBEEY. BHfliNE, RAZT
XTI L. FBSEMENE, XTEMRE T RBNBRNEE DL Bt ES
SEBORRILESANG, HEEEBBETBRRETE (SRILRER) BILR
RElo

EREBRIDRZ 1905 FREEBERRMEBETAI] (BIJR) &, 1915F 9
A 158, BRETED. FEZ2E, RAEIBRBR. ‘BN E, FX 51
5, ORET 1887 F3 8 14 BEDPE, £omE. . /IiBBEE. &R
BTHHXEH . NS DERR-- - [HiY 28 &,

GIRBMNBANLSEEERIBENDIREX, PEIESRSZRUS
FHNARIMNALLEGCTIRAZEN, BER2ZA “BNEBEOIDE 2
m”o

BIIM 1905 FHBEIR “NHE—TmekRaXkX” ( (EFA
) 1925 F 3 BhR) E 2005 ERIMVRAHGIIFKD. B80T, EB—THLE,

EIARMHOO IMHOS | MWsi——
JINHS - -Mik4m

—THLENGr], DRR “LRE" X, —THLANGNERTRMAT . RAME— L
Al, BIAERNBSEILLEPERSHX, IETH L. #HBE. 8. BEFTELLOTH: 85Xl
HEXY, SR ITERARBYFTNNE; BROUNSRUXRREFR; SREARBEE. KFEHWXET



BLERR; BRIBEWE OB, ©1B) %P SREOMIEXAIRRRBEIN; SRESE
XelZE&ERe. L. MXET -

M 1905 EE2) 2005 F, [DPEN TBE—TMEE, YRFRENPLHE. 2R, Efx. BRG. BX
M I LEMAEBNNGELL, FRENNSEERTORE. SSERNNEREE. Ssaseey,
FTHEEMRERK. BRETHEPRN. X, SENI—THLAREERERNG] IR &
MRDBE. PRIREFENE, BHZORNA, WESFAREERNAT EOBI—UBM, SR—
TTATAZE RN, ESHRTNE, R, LR, BIX—HETMOIAEEE. BB, &, =R
RERINBRREYo

B, Bl IENLLBEREBTEE, TABAXBRIABNEER LT, BAGIBESRMEN
HEXIRIR, ZEXSENDE, BECNBOE, BRENELT . zHEE200INENERS
mkeY, MRNEBE—RDEFTE—HF, RERBET=B&cH ‘8F° PNGIIAREEHABRE
allo 2005 &, BMEBEHRBGIENH, TE2B—BHRFZ. SHORR: BT, HE. 2FD
0, RS REFRIMELMEOVAZEI, E—EEFNEFN—REENEEERE, Ol INAE, 8
—%UUOONT6E; HERD, BERAAUREERNEREHER; B IADARMESA
m, MESTEAE; HEREEBNMNE—RTLRE. ZBRAR, EELI AR -

BIIBIR—IF8h5, Gl 1948 FERRET—IAME,

— XU THBRRENBR+0ER.

EEL¥TIHLT, RITEEBREITL T THEIL?

ERTON, IRZEBICRBMESHRNET 10 BUMGIIHERNBA CREESEG L EY
IK) . HLEFR, BRI 1905 F—1940 FRAEGIRENHE . FR. ERFUIAHEN, BELS
K, BEARSSBNECJBENEILSHR2BLN. MXLBAPTUESE, ¥ SHEHEIN
BRNSELETS, LRRAEN.

DESMEBE, BRBIET—PRAHNET,

TBELZLAE 2004 55 10 H (PEERER) REHKRNEDR, “WENGILERREHEN
‘EM , MIENG], RNEHABTERE, EERNENSHBENEE L, BI2BED
TU%™ o Gl “EB TMRLEEKA B IPINNHE, XHATMIIPINRI D&
X7 o KIBWAERZBFPR: ‘SRURXNEE, ITEESDYRESIESHYN SINRE , &
BREBSXKN ‘AR’ , KFLEEH ‘&1~ . ‘Bl EAHBEENEIR “#Hi2
B, XHEZE” -



HESMEBYEE, NMUNBRINGIITHTRASEROELRE, 2E 1990 FAHl, HKIBHER
B, BETR, NNRESKREIRUXEY, BETHER, DERIMEHEIE, BETER. ERX
TREASTFENZSEULI MBEBSRINROSRE, UREGARER TANREIEN, B
RENGE, IWLSKBSHABBEEICNINFTERRESHRUNCE .. (ERNF2E—H, 58K
/\E@*Bﬂ;lo

BREX EI]SUJG\ %ﬁﬁﬁu*&ﬁ% » BRIRYRE T TS MOHEE,
RENXLMEN . BRAMCE . (ERNFE, W THENE— LRGeS
&, &%TKJXWPEYW’% NIISBRENS

RN BENFMREN. Re—XBEHGIIE, BRET—THE, —TH20AFGIXER.
BXHAM BT

GIIERENESHRNDEXIHR, MXTHROVREN B, AMETTE, HBEFHER.
Al IhEXRREMBNEFEF RN

(SEBLRR) ERF/EBEXT ‘BN , MO XENBENEM, UABIHER, N6
[JEVHELSHMSE, URBHLSMEIPEAERAY, #iT T RENEISHR.

EERE: REUXBEBNRE, ESRUMBRBABPANARAMEEZNNE, BEAA
%SZ%Z‘TE%JEU%W%DEQ

EBUEBLER 20 @%@EEI-}-E’WN"U@CP@@% THCEN” BIRBAERZ R,

(FHBLREE) FE
20076 H6H



Introduction
KNOCKING AT SHI MEN

—Touching the history of a century from 1905 to 2005

@ Written by Wang Da - wei
@ Translated by Miao Jin —rong

My heart was deeply stirred up after I had read the In Unknown China, written by Samuel
Pollard, translated and explained by Dong Renda, Dong Min, published by Yunnan National
Publishing House in Jan, 2002, and the Stone — hewn Steps in front of the Narrow Door, written
by Zhang Tan, published by Yunnan Educational Publishing House in Nov, 1992. Before
reading the books, more amazing for me was that I didn’t know the famous “holy place of cul-
ture”, Shimen, in Weining, Guizhou, China - it was called a place like Tibet in Guizhou of
remote, high and cold mountainous areas in the southwest of China over half a century ago.

The chief founder — member of the “holy place of culture” a century ago was Samuel
Pollard, a clergyman from England. '

It has aroused my widespread interest of the “holy place of culture” a hundred years ago
and the great personal character of the founder of the “holy place” . I, of a writer with the
special sensitiveness, realized that it is the most valuable, even more a theme of epical im-
portance. So, I devoted my vision, energies, and time to prepare the theme without hesita-
tion. The most exciting for me was that Mr. He Meirong, the director and the manager of Hong
Kong Wen Wei Publishing Co. Limited, was in agreement on the theme during his visit of



Guizhou, even to design the book himself.

Pollard arrived at Weining Shimen of Guizhou from Zhaotong of Yunnan in 1905. Only 51
years old, he died of illness on the cool, poor land on 15, September 1915, because of saving
the Miao and the Yi ethnic pupils. On 14, March 1887, he arrived in China, and for 28 years
doing missionary work , managing education and setting up hospital in Dian, Qlan and Chuan
the areas neighboring of Zhaotong, Yiliang and Weining.

Shimen is a remote, poor area in the northwest of Guizhou which borders on the northeast
of Yunnan. While visiting Shimen, Miss Shen Hong, a member of the Academy of Social Sci-
ences of China, called that it is “the edge’s boundary of a place like Tibet in Guizhou ”

It was just a century since the “holy place of culture — the best area of culture of the Miao
people in the southwest of China” (the Vanguard of Kang and Tibet, published in March
1925), was founded in Shimen in the beginning of 1905 to our visit in 2005. After a century,
it is still an“outlying impoverished area”. It is quite clear that what Shimen was like a century
ago. But many a historical miracles have been made such as culture, education, sports and
medical service in the northwest of Guizhou , even the western area of China: the Miao lan-
guage was first formulated and the Miao history without written language was ended; the na-
tional school of Wumeng mountainous area was first established; it was first carried out that
male, female students of both sexes were in the same school to study in Miao, Yi areas in the
southwest; double language (Chinese and Miao) teaching was first practiced; the football
playground and the swimming pool in the southwest area of China was first founded; the
general hospital, the orphanage, the hospital for leprosy sufferers was first set up, and so on.

The history goes across a century from 1905 to 2005. I cannot help shuddering at the sight
of the site of the church, the school, the hospital, the football playground , the swimming pool
and the orphanage; also the mausoleums of Pollard and Gao Zhihua surrounded by hundreds of
graves of the Miao, and the Yi ethnic people. I believe the narration and the affirmation written
with hundreds and thousands of materials, documents and works about the “culture” happened
in Shimen, Guizhou, China a century ago. To my surprise, the culture wonder, which hap-
pened in Guizhou a century ago, has not been known about or just known a little by the most
of Guizhou people. The greatest amazement is that a great of writings and works, which dis-
played the history of the culture wonder, weren’t published in Guizhou.



It is said that Shimen was part of Yunnan province once, but later part of Guizhou
province. With an eye to the historical culture resources which are richly endowed by nature to
Shimen, Yunnan wanted Shimen to be under its administration through consultation with
Guizhou, but was refused. It is clear that why Shimen was wanted back to Yunnan, but it isn’t -
knocked by Guizhou yet. Shimen bordered by Yunnan is just like a rare exotic flower kept
tightly by Guizhou . In 2005, we were at Shimen for 5 times early or late, only to see bleak
and quiet scenes: no good building and street in the centre of administration, education and
economy except the grand teaching building of the national school. The street is only a road
paved with soil and stone, full of the bumps and hollows. In both sides of the street, there are
some brick and cement structure houses which are quite irregular, simple and crude. Two
simple toilets at the entrance are too dirty to have a look. Except for countyard of the Party
Committee of the township and the government , the rubbish can be seen almost everywhere.

The earthquake happened once at Shimen in 1948, the director of the township gov-
ernment in Shimen said.

It is very clear what the director wanted to express.

More a half a century has passed, can we ascribe all of our dereliction of duty to the
earthquake that happened in the distant past?

By the Black Land River, we had a look of ten pictures taken from Shimen by Zhu
Minghui, the vice - secretary of the county Party Committee and once a leader of Shimen
Township. The pictures were drawn according to the old site of the church, the school and the
hospital at Shimen from 1905 to 1940. There were some exaggerations in the pictures, how-
ever, the basic forms were the same as the old site structure conveyed by the photoes we took at
Shimen. The pictures showed that the building and the ecology of the environment at Shimen a
half century ago were not bad at all.

By the contrast of the past with the reality, we feel bitter and astringent.

Miss Shen Hong said, in the long article to the magazine of the National Geography of
China (issue 10, 2004), Shimen was once a “holy land” of national education in the past, but
now, at Shimen, it is very difficult for the rural basic education to go on and on, and is at the
edge again to practise nine — year compulsory education. It went through the history from the
edge of culture to the centre of the culture, but the reality is that it is going from the centre of



the culture to the edge of the culture again. Zhang Tan also said in his works, “the Miao people
of the Wumeng Mountains — the ‘leading ethnic people’ were the leading Christians of the
national minorities in the southwest, didn’t go into the ‘Narrow Door’ finally due to the culture
‘Stone Steps’ of its own” . The “Narrow Door” means “the door of progress and light” in the
western world. :

The contrast of the past with the reality was not only found out by Miss Shen Hong after
making a deep investigation and study at Shimen, but also by Zhang Tan who walked with
difficulty by the help of a stick and a haversack on his back in the Wumeng mountainous area
before 1990, and we did the same too after going to Shimen. I went into Shimen and the sur-
rounding areas four or five times just for the contrast of a hundred years and it makes me think
how and why. I came to the conclusion which is just the very same made by Shen Hong, Zhang
Tan, Dong Renda and the writer, the scholar, the reporter who came to Shimen early or late
without having a bias towards ideology. '

I am truly grateful to some of the scholars, the writers and the reporters who not only have
gone to Shimen to study diligently and make investigation through all kinds of hardships in their
pioneering efforts, but also have written lots of immortal works to devote all their thoughts and
accumulate little by little to revive the culture of Shimen.

In order to thank the excellent, kind scholars, writers and reporters, also for memory of
the founder of the culture of Shimen a century ago, I have written something with all my feel-
ings, heart and soul.

Culture is the non — material basis of civilization. Before leaving Shimen at the final time,
I said my prayers that I wish to explore the cultural resources of Shimen and rejuvenate the
culture of Shimen.

There are profound and worthy historical and cultural resources to be developed at Shimen.
The depth and range of the resources not only belong to China, but also belong to the world. It
goes without saying that the historical and cultural resources are of significance to the world
culture as a whole. ‘

Just for the “significance”, the writer of the * Looking for the Soul” has carried on
searching and exploring with extreme hardships and difficulties for the past, the reality and the
people concerned with Shimen and have written down in his own particular prose style.



We are sure that the readers who have read the book, must feel deeply the brilliance of the
truth, the kindness and the’ beauty of the characters and their personality in the book, and also
the spirit and the strength that the human civilization can boast.

— The spirit and the strength are needed on the journey of the human civilization.

This book is dedicated to cherishing the memory of the soul of the deceased who founded
the “holy culture” in the west of china from the beginning of the twentieth century to the forties.

The writer of the “ Looking for the Soul”
Jun. 6. 2007
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