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Foreword

Respected as one of the founders of modern sociology, Max Weber
still remains opaque behind his numerous works and conflicting inter-
pretation by scholars from almost every field of sociology. But he is not
a born sociologist, and as a political economist, Weber is neglected by
both economists and sociologists. The central effort of this research is
to set Weber in the intellectual tradition of the German Historical
School and the Austrian School, which is important for Weber’s own
idea and research strategies to come into being.

Another origin of legitimacy of this approach is the integration of
sociology and economics since 1970’s. Some of the main strategies are
New Economic Sociclogy, Rational Choice Sociology, New Institutional
Economics, Economic Imperialism, Behavioral Economics. In restruc-
turing the relation between economics and sociology, Weber's concep-
tions of social economics and economic sociology will be inspiring.

To erect a “science of the whole man” based on the exact law of
economics, social economics is the combination of pure economics, eco-
nomic sociology and economic history, —with the decrease in the degree
of abstract, the contents of which is increasing. Between deduction and
induction, exact law and historical description, economic sociology try
to elucidate the social construction of economic institutions,

About the methodology achievement of Weber, this research focus
on his program for empirical research, such as the understanding and

interpretation approach, pure type and the “chance” of occurrence.
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Weber's historical concern and comparative world history is reflec-
ted in the perspective of institutional supplement of neo-classical eco-
nomics in this research. The same is done to other substantive sociology
of Weber, such as his theory of entrepreneurship, stratification, ration-
ality and the progress of rationalization.

Max Weber is one of the most complicated scholars, as well as the
most interesting and resourceful one. For Chinese researchers today,
his social-political concern and academic effort is instructive in its con-

tents, method. and his personal stance as well.
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