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Researchers are focusing with new intensity
on the earliest stages of children’s language
acquisition as a key indicator of normal-
and-abnormal-development.

They say that the age at which infants smile
when spoken to, say “ah-goo”, and
€00 [ later development and may
be important clues pointing to learning,

sensory or psychiatric dis rs and

Language

gnificance

the need for early intervention to foster
language development. Intervention to
stimulate language ability perhaps correct
an underlying disorder, they say, may head
off behavioral and learning problems that
often cause family and lead to

social and school failure.

At the same time, other researchers who
study factors that enhance language




