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Brief Introduction

Chang's Courtyard is located in Chewang Village at the interface
between Yuci, Taiyuan and Taigu, Shanxi and the transportation here is
very convenient.

For over 200 years, the Changs family of Yuci, Shanxi made tea in
Wuyi Mountain, operated shops in Russia and expanded business over
Inner Mongolia and Russia. By so doing, the Changs family became the
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Spacious Chang’ s Courtyard



first family dealing business with Russians and one of the richest Jin
businessmen in China.

The key to the family's success is that it thought highly of
Confucian learning and paid great attention to education. Following the
family instruction that “If the son gets well—educated, send him to the
business world.”, the family sent many well-read people to the business
world. In this way, the Confucian thoughts and moral values were
embodied in business activities and
the family became a distinguished
family of businessmen of letters
during the Qing Dynasty,

The Changs began the con—
struction of the courtyard at the
turn of Ming and Qing dynasties
when the business was most
prosperous. During Emperor
Qianlong's reign in Qing Dynasty,
two brothers of the ninth genera—
tion of Changs family, Chang Wangi
and Chang Wanda, handled the
business most successfully and the
construction of the courtyard also
came to a new height. Chang
Wanjue built a north—south street
called West Nanchang Street; Chang
Wangi bought some land in the
north of Chewang Village and built
another street called Back Beichang
Street and hence there is a saying 7
in the village that “The Changs
own two streets.” After around
200 years of construction, on the
two streets there are near a hun—
dred courtyards, 5,000 rooms, 50
houses, and seven gardens, cover—
ing an area of about 600,000 square
meters. Inside the courtyard there
are spacious, richly ornamented
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houses, pavilions and halls and all these make a magnificent view:; in the
gardens there are famous plants, beautiful pavilions and terraces, streams
and ponds. Under the protection of ten—mile wall and eight gates, the
Changs realized their dream of a courtyard where one can “live, read,
plant crops, and appreciate” .

During the long history, Chang's Courtyard experienced serious
havocs. Fortunately, shortly after liberation, the north side of Back
Beichang Street was purchased by the government and the Second
Disabled Soldiers' Sanatorium was established at the site and so it was
fairly well reserved. This is the now Chang's Courtyard that is open to
public.

The restored Chang's Courtyard covers an area of 150,000 square
meters, in which there are 4 yards of 40,000 square meters, parking lot
and service areas of 30,000 square meters. There are altogether one hill,
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two balconies, four gardens, five yards, six streams, nine halls, thirteen
pavilions, twenty—five verandas, and twenty—seven courtyards. On the
north side of the street there are rows of deep courtyards showing the
traditional Chinese courtesy and the spirit of Confucian and Taoist
cultures. Here there are the biggest clan hall, the biggest private academy,
the biggest boudoir, the most delicate brick, wood, and stone carvings,
the most typical colored drawings of Han Dynasty, the richest private
collection of paintings and calligraphies and the delicacy and beauty of
building can be seen everywhere. .

Most precious of all, the biggest of the private gardens, Quiet
Garden of Beichang, is well conserved. Following the notion of corre—
spondence between universe and man and the Taoist notion of imitating
the Nature, the garden consists of Xinlin, Shiyuan, Xiayuan, and Keyuan
that are very well planned and built and reflect both northern and
southern building styles. The most attracting of the garden is its
waters the Qin Spring and the 5,000—year—old Zhaoyu Lake make
you forget to return.

The culture of Chang's Courtyard is not only shown in the notion
of order, courtesy, and foursquare but also in the more obvious things.

The courtyard houses 8 rarities calligraphies of famous calligraphists
of Tang, Song, and Qing Dynasties.

The exhibits of Chang's Courtyard fall into mainly three sections.
The first section Shanxi, Origin of Chinese civilization systemati—
cally introduces the-geography, history, and culture of Shanxi and the
courtyard culture of Jinzhong. The second section Exhibition of
Changs, the Businessmen of Letters consists of Chang's Clan Hall,




7R s e |

0 P S8

ey

Shiyunxuan Academy, Duchu School, Exhibits of Everyday Living and
History of Chang Family. And the third section——Museum of Jin

Businessmen exhibits great number of real materials of Jin business—
men and shows the splendid history of Jin businessmen leading the
Chinese business world for over 500 years.

In the four yards in Xinlin and the guest yard, Tihe Hall, Qing food
and boarding are served and you can experience the hostility and warmth
of First Businessman of Letters.

History is a nation's basis, culture its spirit and buildings its
symbol. Chang's Courtyard is the cystalliztaion of traditional Chinese
culture and the masterpiece of Ming and Qing buildings in Shanxi.
Culture of China and of the world is the ever—lasting value of Chang's
Courtyard.
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Home of First Businessman of Letters in Qing Dynasty under protection of great gate
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FRERZFEAEKRRELT00RFEMRIET &MY, £
FRAMBEE A, XBRNEHAKE. IHE. ARENET
REANNBRIAMMATE. BHSLEER, FREROEHET
PR REASBEERAERER, A4 NEZ X REX
APBERE, REMBPRMINFER. EX. EX=UHM, 4%
BME— A, FE—NIR, BTHREZL.

AEERAEAMER, BREAFIRT E&A50. BHD N NER
BR, AR TREEER, GREREXR, HERAGLLRTH, 2F
HYMENSE/N\E, FREATEHEKNRMEBELREL, BEMH
FRERNE-ANFAL, MEAWAFTRHN BERFHE—x
BE T BLAEAL.

BEATEIAES, REBEMFRIR, RFRE, DAFH,
RRXEEFERIL. EREBERFAFLHERMA ., EKKD
Bl 7 CTAREE. CAER FS. MABTT "FEMMANE"
BRI, FElTEREHORL. £5R20RFFH, BALNT
MRIAT I T FARCHETAIES. SR OTRES BA
WHFIIA T E FARCHETNES, SR TRE
FREGTOBHLEBHAE, MABBTNTT. MEETA
RETINFEBARTE, BRHMWE, FFATABERRUZEES
B ERME T BERE, AXKXTE LA BENTEX
RHIliE, HROXHINREL, KR 7 BRE. BK. EX. &
F. BB, K% SHEHEH, ARIE200F, LHEITRE,
ERREATHEMNANFSH, ER—NEREHED, % C(UEsh
REY Rzh EREAEINIER. '

FREFRKETEN N EERESRE TN E LRSS
CRERMANE ORI, HRFERE, RBREFITANZE, T
BLFeBZIRIFVEFEHE. SHEH, BIOXNEFAR,
BTHM BARL HEEAE, BEEEENHA. FEEF
RENTHEAZREIRR ERIACSLFECERMESET
—& BRTBLEARANBRCIBFLEINRERR. K
NEBEET, ARRBASHERFEFRELEARS, THEHER, HET
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MERMBHRAR. XML, ZREFE L, BRERSE
AP ERENAREFOERTU, HRAEE” PRITIWIR
=.

FREEGETHAGL. RBFEE, BULETERE-+-F
(RP1600FAHE 1896 F), MAMRAREIR, WABHE=1T=
F(1768) 2[5,

BREEGEEARTHZN, G607 K, FEX 50005
8], HE0RME, ER7L, TERABFRKFERLS=TE
RIEMZFRA.

BRE—XMBRAERBE. &R BE . At 1477
X HREMEEMTERARA, LETHPERER. REEX
T, RNLEHREK, VERA, FATE TP K], X2
FERBANFRA "FEhkmb” . #RIER2—FAMHAE, £K100
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Old street in sunset Memorial archway on imperial order



