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THE COMMENT ON BENZHU COLTURE 7

FORWORD

YANG ZHENGYE

When you enter into the Bai’ s village, you can find there is a
exquisite building in every village. It’ s the Bai ’ s Benzhu temple. The
Bai’ s respect and admiration for Benzhu is more than that for Buddhism
and Taoism . Benzhu culture is a local and national culture among Chinese
extensive culture .

- In Dali, my hometowm , there are many Benzhu temples. I still
remember that years when I was young , on Benzhu Day or other festivals ,
my childhood friends followed behind the elders and played in Benzhu
temple which was filled smoke and sound of reading the Buddhist scripture.
Scenes of the elders offerring sacrifice to Behzhu devoutly appear before my
eyes to this day . On each occasion that I departed from the village with my
grandma and my mother , they always had bowed to Behzhu temple before
we set out . *

In a pastureland full of green grass , a threshing groud of autumn sky
high and air brisk , or the days full of joy when the Spring Festival , those
ingenious old men of our village , held a pipe bowl and told the story about
Zhang Xiaosan , a Benzhu. He had got rid of a plague of locusts for the
villagers . The villagers wore a proud expression on their face as they were
talking about achievements of Benzhu.“ What about our Ben Zhu” is
always the subject of a talk of the villagers. The people ofien take Benzhu’



8 THE COMMENT ON BENZHU COLTURE

s braveness , Intelligence and magic power as the pride .

Though Benzhu is a folkways and a religion , it isn’ t like Buddhism
or Taoism to make the people become a immortal. Benzhu is a friend to
help the people to seek a happy life , and it’ s the aggregate of human being
and gods .. Buddhism and Taoism lead the people into the Kingdom Of
Heaven , Benzhu help the human being seek the happiness of this life. That’
s unique religionary and philosophical concept. Loving country,
Hometown , the others and own life is the main crux of Benzhu cluture .
Loyalty and filial piety, benevolence and uprighteouness is the
Confucianists idea , which is accumulated in Benzhu cluture . Benzhu is the
most typical realism culture of the Bai .

As there existed Benzhu culture, the academic research of Benzhu
arose .. But the fruitful research about this problem began at the 1980 s or
the 1990 s. All the previous research have built some fundation , but it was
limited in scope and short in quality . So it can’ t have a great influence on
the academic circles. In the recent twenty years , the research at home and
abroad have made great advances . .

The academic research should be free development different forms and
styles. Because of the difference of everyone’ s education , life experience
and own material , there are different academic viewpoints . The intellectuals
locally born and bred , their investigation and research are more true.
because of their natural nation phychological character , nation language
and perceptual knowledge . The scholars of other places are “the spectators
see most clearly” , so their research are more ractional from another visual
anéle . The external scholars maybe regard this problem from a new angle .
The survey and research of Benzhu culture arose at the beginning at 20
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century. There were some srwey of a fair scale after 1950 and a active
period in 1980. But up to now , why the Bai belive in Benzhu? What is the
difference between folkways and religion? Is Benzhu the Artificial Religion
or the Primitive Religion? Why the Bai believe in Li Mi , Zheng Hui and
Hu Bilie? Many doubts not resolved are waiting for the people to decipher
and explain .

The research on the national culture must not stay at a static level ,

but a improvement of research must need having the predecessors’ research

Sfruits. I deeply felt the material is so poor in my survey and research of
Benzhu culture . To compile a collected papers .of the academic thesis for
reference is my long time wish. So I managed to find time to do some
collecting and compiling of this job in autumn in 1999.

Now , there are 24 thesises and survéy material in this book , Many of
them have a High level and an original theme . The writers are the scholars
from Dali, Beijing , Kunming and Chengdu. The publishment time of
thesises mainly are in 1980° s to 1990’ s. Because in this period, the
research of Benzhu culture at home and abroad are very extensive , and the
academic fruits were in abundance . This period was an academic liberation
after the ideological imprisonment by “Left” deviation from the sixties to
the seventies in 20 century. So the promotion of academic research depends
on the good enwironment and time , just as same_as the publishment of this
book .

Taking a sweeping view of this book , there are the contention of
different academic themes and the common understanding in the academic
circles .

Benzhu culture is one of the Bai’ s national traits. The survey and
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research up to now and alive Benzhu national culture proved that Benzhu is
the Bai’ s typical culture. During Nanzhao period in Tang Dynasty,
“Buzhu” , Benzhu , was the local gods believed in by the whole state. To
-Ming and Qing Dynasties, the phenomenon of Benzhu culture still
commonly existed in many places in Yunnan. To this Day , the
nationalities, such as Bai, Han and Yi, Still have retain some Benzhu
temples, and the seitled Bai nationality have Benzhu religion in Dali,
Kunming , Honghe , Chuxiong , Baoshan , Lijiang , Nujiang and Shanghai
in Hunan .

Today , if you want to understand the Bai , you can go to have a look
at Benzhu temple . The Bai’ s folk custom and religional culture , such as
old stage, old shadow wall, Dabeng song, antithetical couplet , stele ,
horticulture, art, food , song and dance, technology and sacrifice , were
still completely retained there. If we think that the Bai’ s clothes were
gradually replaced by Western — style clothes from 1940’ s, then Benzhu
temple culture is the place which is not pounded or replaced by Western
culture. If we say that the language and the common psychologi::al
character are the Bai’ s nation feature , then Benzhu culture is the Bai’ s
particular cultural feature. Though the culture of Buddhism and Taoism
are one of the representatives of Dali culture and the Bai’ s culture only
Benzhu culture have great influence and vitality to this day. It s the
“root” which can ;epresem the Bai’ s culture, and it’ s the “ source”
which can clearly show the Bai’ s culture.

The Bai’ s culture , already came into being early in the Nanzhao
and Dali Kingdom Period . Because the Bai’ s contacts with the Han was
very close early in the Han Dynasty , such as the Han tomb unearthed Jrom
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Dazhangtun in Dali , and Shaxi , Aofeng in Jiaochuan , all of them proved
that the culture of Bai and Han mixed together in Erhai region. In the past
more than 1000 years, the Bai developed own nation Culture , using the
chinese character ( The Bai Nationality’ s “ Bai character” is limited in
scope). But the Bai didn’ t “bring” the Han culture entirely, they
assimilated it with diserimination and envolved the culture with own
JSeatrue . That is a kind of national nature full of vitality. The reason why
Benzhu culture has not be engulfed by the other culture is mainly that the
Bai culture plants among the broad folkways life .
Folkways is a universal treasure — house to reatain national culture.
If the culture are not handed down by the people , it will stop its movement
and wither away . Benzhu culture always exists as a dynamic state form , its
carrier is folkways . The Bai place their hope on Benzhu , and it’ s the Bai’
s need of production and life. That folkways and religion exist in the
people’ s life as a whole is the reason why Benzhu culture is prolonged . For
example, the grandest Benzhu Day in Dali - Raoshanlin Days, are
observed from late ten days in February to early ten days in April every
lunar calendar year. Its scope inwolve three counties: Dali, Eryuan and
Weishan, and thousands upon thousands of persons join in this festival ,
including Han, Bai, Yi, etc. From meeting Jingu ( Bai’ s King,
Zhanglejingqiv’ s daughter ) and Mengxinuluo , to three days and nights of
revelry in Dali from April 23 to 25. All of that embody folkways activities
of Benzhu culture, such as sacrifice, song and dance, court, etc.
Raoshanlin Days are observed every year, continuing for one thousand
years , and it has very long vitality .
Benzhu culture is the belif which has entered into the artificial
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religion stage. That” s the main feature that Benzhu is different from the
primitive religion. Its activity place—the Benzhu temple , activity
organization——nongovernment mass organizations , such as Lianchihui ,
etc, the unified and appointed Benzhu temple fair, and Benzhu
admonition , confucian classic , memorial for praying , all of them are the
obvious difference from the primitive religion . For example , the temple of
central Benzhu — Duan Zongbang belived in Duan Siping , a prime minister
of Nanzhao , the first king of Dali Kingdom as Benzhu . Its history is more
than one thousand years .

Benzhu is an idol who is half human being and half god. Benzhu is
not like god in other religions who is far away from the human being .
Analyse from the Philosophy , religions made fatalism as the starting point
of every thing , but philosophic essential point of the worship of Benzhu is-
dualism , give Benzhu the character of materialism and idealism , like the
sanduwich biscuits , the internal part is materialistic , the external part is
idealistic. Say from the idealism , the Bai people regard Benzhu as a
mysterious god who can help the human being get rid of hardship of birth ,
age , illness and death. Say from the materialism , the Bai people give
Benzhu the seven emotions and the six sensory pleasure , worry over for life,
be immersed, in love , even though they can be in love each other , they can
bear many children which can be regarded as Benzhu , too . For example ,
central Benzhu, Duan Zhongbang, is a typical god which has the
character of human being and the character of god . In the capital temple
he is a Benzhu , but at Majiuyi he can fall in love with a local girl , and
become an ordinary person who has blood and flesh. The religion
ansciousness in Benzhu culture indicates the combination of heaven and
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world , the combination of god and human being, the combination of
ideality and reality , the combination of religion and agriculture customs ,
the combination of materialism and idealism , which made the phylosophic
idea of Benzhu culture indicates a kind of compose bitterness and
contradition, which restrained the “ building” of the Bai materialism
system , and the abundant of idealism system , indicates the puzle in the
developing process and developing direction of Nanzhao and Dali
Kingdoms , and also indicates since Nanzhao kingdom the Bai intellectual
had been secking the science and culture and the conflic between the mass
culture and custom culture, that also indicates the hardship interweave
between Han civilization and Bai civilization . The contradiction , colliding ,
mingling of the culture , express the dualism of Benzhu and the lpural state
of developing . It made the intension and extension of Bai civilization
become more deeper and broader, the academic research become more
difficult and more valuable .

In the ancient culture of Yunnan , Nanzhao and Dali Kingdoms
culture is the most important composment , the nessessary link of the study
on Yunnan Dali culture tnd Benzhu culture. In the modern life, some
national culture disappeared rapidly like species. Many traditional culture
had disappeared during 20 Century . If Benzhu culture will be disappeared
‘in the 21 Century? This cause the culture Anthropologist, modern soctety
and the local people fall into deep thought and be on the alert! If the Bai
culture disappeared , the Bai Nationality would disappear rapidly . Because
the Bai customes disappeared in recent one hundred years. The Bai languge
in xiangyun almost disappear ( In the early years of revolution lot of men
spoke the Bai language in village, such as Dabona, Xiangyun): Can



