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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF CHANGSHU

Changshu is situated in the
Changjiang River Delta. Its soil is
fertile, and there is no flooding and
drought here all the year round, hence
the name of "Changshu" which in
Chinese literally means "always ripe".
The city has an area of 1266 square
kilometers, an urban constructed zone
of 97.32 square kilometers, and a
population of 1.240,000. In 1986,
Changshu was listed by the State
Council as a national famous
historical and cultural city.

Changshu has a civilized history of
over five thousand years. The city has
several ancient cultural sites of
Songze, Liangzhu, etc. At the end of the Shang
Dynasty over three thousand years ago, the second
son Zhong Yong of Gugong Danfu (Emperor Zhou)
gave up the state and came to the south to build
Gouwu, and settled down in Changshu. Since the
founding of the city in the fourth year of the reign of
Taikang of the Western Jin Dynasty (the year of 283),
the ancient city has had a history of
over 1700 years. and in the Tang
Dynasty. the city had become a famous
city in the south of the Changjiang
River with developed commerce and
prosperous downtown streets.
Changshu is near the hill and by the
water. This ancient city is situated at
the southeastem foot of Yu hill, with
lakes surrounded in the outskirts, and
the Qing chuan ancient canal flowing
from north to south in the city. So it has
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the reputation of "The seven rivers all
flow into the sea, and the ten li green
hill are half stretched into the city".
The ancient city is built at the foot of
the hill. The citizens build their house
along rivers. The arrangements of the
Ming and Qing times have been
preserved up to now. The whole city is
interspersed with classical gardens
The hills, waters, city and gardens are
incorporated into an organic whole,
constituting a massterpiece of ancient
urban planning and construction of
China.

Changshu is a scenic and tourist city.
Yu Hill scenic zone is one of the
important scenic zones of the national Tai Lake
scenic zone of historical interest. Yu Hill was called
Wumu Hill in ancient times, and later it was changed
in commemoration of the first cultural ancestor Yu
Zhong. The hills are 261 meters in sea level,
stretching for 9 kilometers, with winding peaks and
tops, and exuberant tress. The city abounds with
natural and cultural sights. Now there
are five tourist zones of Xinfeng,
Weimo, Xingfu, Jianmen, Shidong.
Shang Lake is situated in front of the
hills and in the west part of the city.
Legend has it that the lake got the name
because Jiang Taigong (Shang by given
name) once came angling here. The
lake surface is extensive, and the hills
are bright and the waters are fair, and
the natural sights are wonderful and
picturesque. including the sight of



"Mist and Rain on the Lake" in the old
days, and currently the beautiful places of
Hexiangzhou, etc.The Shajia River
Tourist Zone is situated beside Kuncheng
Lake to the south of the city, and is
famous in the country for the Peking
Opera "Shajia River".

Since ancient times, Changshu has had a
gathering of talents and has always
enjoyed the reputationof being a "Land of
Culture". The virtuous prime minister at
the beginning of the Shang Dynasty,
China's first astronomer Wu Xian, Zhong
Yong at the end of the Shang Dynasty, and
YanYan, the only southern disciple of
Confucian in the Spring and Autumn Period are all
precursors of the Wu Culture. Since the Tang
Dynasty, famous persons have come forth one after
another in fields of literature, painting, calligraphy,
book collection, guqin (a seven-stringed plucked

instrument), seal cutting, medicine, architecture, etc.

Over the past dynasties, 9 prime ministers, 8
Number One Scholars, 483 Jinshi (successful
candidates in the highest imperial examinations),
and over 6200 Juren (successful candidates in the
imperial examinations at the provincial level in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties) and Xiucai (persons who
passed the imperial examinations at the county level
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in the Ming and Qing Dynasties)
have emerged.

Changshu, with its prosperous
economy, rich produce, and
developed commerce and trade,
has always enjoyed the reputation
of a "land of fish and rice in the
beautiful south of Changjiang
River". The big freshwater crab,
wine fermented with osmanthus
flowers, Jiaohua chicken, nuts
fried with osmanthus flowers,
green tea of Yu Hill, Baoyan red
bayberry are renowned far and near.
The hand embroidered lace, red
sandalwood carvings, embroidered clothes sell well
at home and abroad. Since the reform and opening
up, its economic development and urban
construction level have always ranked forward
among the county level cities of the country.
Striding into the new century, the famous historical
and cultural city Changshu is forging ahead toward
the goal of becoming a prosperous commerce, trade
and tourism city, a hills, waters, and city integrated
eco-city, and an open port city and a modernized
medium-sized city. "Come to Changshu from time to
time", the common aspiration of guests at home and
from abroad and Changshu people!
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There are five peaks in Yu Hill, among them,
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XIANFENG PAVILION

infeng is the first peak which is

situated in the city. At the top of the peak is the xinfeng Pavition, first built in the

Sounthern Song Dynasty. When one ascends the pavilion to look at the distance, one

sees the hills, rs and city at a glance. The pavition is one of the scenic spots of

Yu Hill
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THE RUINS OF THE CITY WALL
The construction of city wall started in the Xijin Dynasty. At the end of the Yuan

Dynas

y. after Zhang Shicheng resided in Changshu, the earth wall was changed to
brick wall, and the southeastern end of Yu Hill was enclosed inside the city. In the
32nd year (the year of 1553) of the reign of Jiajing of the Ming Dynasty, the wall was
renovated and expanded to resist the Japanese aggressors, and after the end of the
Qing dynasty, it gradually collapsed and deteriorated. In 1994 and 2005, over 1200
meters of wall was recovered at the ruins of the city wall, and the Yu Hill Gate Tower,

Eucheng Gate Tower, Zhaihai Stage were set up
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CAIYIHALL
Situated at Wengjiaxiangmen Lane in the
southwestern part of the ancient city, the Hall is
the main hall of the former home of Weng Tonghe,
the imperial confidential secretary and military
planning minister of the two reigns of Tongzhi and
Guangxu. Its beams, square columns, pillars and
horizontal boards are all fully covered with color

paintings, and have been preserved intact up to

now. They are of very high artistic value, and hold
an important historic position in the ancient

architecture of our country.
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SPECIAL TEMPLE OF YAN ZI
Situated in Xuegian Street inside the ancient city on the east side of the former
Confucian Temple, its construction started in the Song Dynasty, and it was initially
named "Danyang Temple", and had its name changed to the current one during the

reign of Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty. Preserved to the present time are three

aim
halls rebuilt in the 22nd year (the year of 1486) of the reign of Chenghua of the Ming
Dynasty. The wall is mounted with a Song tablet, and the pillar is covered with the

notes about the supervision over the reconstruction by Zeng Guofan, etc
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THE FORMER RESIDEN
THE INK WELL OF YAN ZI

Situated in Dongyanzi Lane inside the city, they are the

home of the descendants of the Yan family from
generation to generation. The walls of the courtyard of
the back hall are mounted with stone tablets of Yan Zi's
Grave chart and Yan Zi's Portrait, etc. inscribed during
the reigns of Qianlong and Guangxu. Preserved in the
courtyard is the ink well, which, according to legend,
was used by Yan Zi when he was writing. It is the earliest

ancient well in the history of the city.

=JE Ink Well & Tl Former Home Yan Zi



