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Preface

The making of folk—custom paintings in China dates back to
ancient times. Pictures of fishing, harvesting, salt digging
and miscellaneous games were found on the brick relieves
unearthed in Chengdu of Sichuan Province. Similar pictures
are also found on excavations of the Three Kingdoms' period
in Jiayuguan, on scenes of corps farming, land—tillage with
ox, and mulberry collecting. These paintings provide truthful
landscape and expressive human figures and they serve as
valuable material for folklore studies.

From the Song Dynasty (960—1279) onward, folklore painting
became something of a vogue. Masterpieces of the period
include Qingming Shanghe Tu (Market of Shanghe in the
Well-Ordered Society) by Zhang Zeduan of Northern Song
Dynasty, Huolang Tu (Picture of the Peddler) by Li Song of
Southern Song Dynasty. These paintings as a record of the
folk custom, dressing fashions, etc. of the period, were
made by great artists of the time. After all, people, who
love their way of life, try to record it and make it into an
artistic creation so that their life images may be taken over
by future generations, instead of passing into oblivion. Such
is the way art comes into what it is at all.

The present Pictorial Record of Old Peking Folklore reflects
on aspects of the social conditions of the later Qing—dynasty
Peking, during the reigns of Emperors Tong Zhi (1861—1874)
and Guangxu (1875—1908). As early as the 1260 s, when
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Beijing was known as “Dadu”, capital of the Yuan dynasty,
this ancient city evolved into a cultural center. People came
from all parts of the country to seek fortunes in this great
metropolis, some by engaging in a trade, others by giving
entertainment. The multitude of newcomers added to the
variety of cultural life and constituted a panorama of contrastive
‘folk’ s ways and custom’ .

The folk custom pictures presented in this brochure may be
the work of some folk artist, judging by the techniques
employed. The drawings are patiently fine and paintings
vivid and truthful, a realistic reflection on the old Peking
folk custom of the late Qing dynasty. The pictorial is of
artistic as well as historical value. Some of the scenes represented
can still be encountered on present—day street—corner
performances (e.g., Pulse—feeling, Stilts—walking, Flying
trident playing, etc.); others have disappeared altogether (e.
g., the News—courier, Candle—maker, Taoist—beggar). When
I first came to Peking during the 1920’s, I witnessed those
scenes with my own eyes. Now, great changes have taken
place. Many of the scenes can never be viewed except in
pictures.

Perhaps if we first got a glimpse of the high—crowned caps
and wide sleeves worn by, say, the Song—dynasty people,
we would find great curiosity in them. In analogy, however,
what is a la mode for today, like our high—heeled shoes,
our chic clothing, etc., may as yet pose as curious to
viewers centuries after us. What the past looks to us is what
the present looks to our future generations. But for the




pictorial records, we would never have known the traces of
our cultural past by sight. The function of art is, therefore,
like that of the camera, which records the ways of production
and daily work, process of cultural and artistic creation, etc.
of the day, and their evolutionary change. Hence a better
chance for our future generations to view how we lived in
our time. Nay, artwork serves not only as a miniature of
historical truth, but also as a textbook or lessons to our
descendants. The publication of this brochure may as well
find its significance in this second sense.

Liu Lingcang
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1.Haircutting This picture shows a barber in old Peking. The barber strolls about in downtown
streets, carrying his equipment with a shoulder—pole and sounding metals for attention. He puts

down the load by the street and waits for people’s patronage. It is very convenient for passers—
by to have a haircut and a shave in this way.




A R Tl Lt P e

=, EFZE HARPOKNE. K&, BEE, FPKohEEM, EBOOE, HokEE,
fERLmE.

2 Selling Tea Soup This picture shows the tea—soup seller in old Peking. The peddler carries a
shoulder—pole with a flour barrel and a boiling kettle at each end. If anyone asks for a cup, he
pours hot water into the flour and then adds some brown sugar to sweeten the paste—like snack.
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3.Salted Duck’s Eggs This picture shows a person selling salted duck’s eggs. The peddler buys
the eggs in Shengfang Town and preserves them in salt for some time before selling them. The eggs
preserved this way are very delicious to eat.
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4 Selling Sesame Stalks This picture shows a peddler of sesame stalks and pine branches, who is
seen carrying them to sell from door to door. People buy some to burn when offering sacrifice to
the gods towards Spring Festival.
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5.Pedicurist This is a picture of a pedicurist, who strolls along the street cracking two small pieces
of sounding bamboo to announce his arrival. If he finds anyone need feet fixing, he will sit him
facing himself and, placing the client’s foot on his knee, cuts out the corns to relieve his pain.
The pedicurist is available at any temple fair.
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6.Enjoying Landscape This picture shows children peeping into the scenery—box, known as the
“Scenery of the West Lake”, as the beauty of the West Lake is best known under heaven. The
scenery presented inside varies considerably from performer to performer. Some are rather large,
others are small, and some even provide explanations or are accompanied by singing and music.
The performer can make more money at temple fairs.




