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EFORE YOU READ

Pablo Picasso was one of the world’s most famous artists. What
do you know about him? Are these sentences true? Check ()
Yes or No.

1. Picasso was ltalian. [JYes [JNo
2. Picasso was very famous in his lifetime. [JYes [1No
3. Picasso had a short life. [0 Yes [ No
4. Picasso was a strange man. [JYes [ No

Now read about Pablo Picasso and check your answers.




Pablo Picasso drew pictures before he could talk. As a child,
he sat happily with his paper and pencils and drew for hours. His
father was a painter. He was very happy that his son liked to
draw, but he did not know that one day Pablo would be one of
the greatest artists of the twentieth century.

Pablo Picasso was born in 1881 in Malaga, Spain. He was a
very bad student, and he hated school. Instead of studying, he
drew pictures. When he was only eight years old, he finished his
first oil painting. It had beautiful colors. Picasso never sold this
painting.

When Pablo was 14, his family moved to Barcelona. He
wanted to go to the School of Fine Arts. To get into the school, a
student had to finish a painting in one month. Picasso finished
his painting in one day.

n he was 18, Picasso went to live in Paris. He was very
first. He lived in a small room and worked with only the
candle. Sometimes he did not even have money for a
t Pablo Picasso had a strong personality. He believed

. He created one piece of art after another. He met

t people, and meﬁs\man o buy his- y wo Mventually
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Picasso became rich and famous.

Picasso was strange in many ways. For example, for a long
time, he did not want a telephone. Then one day his son almost
died because he could not call for help. Picasso was also
strange because he did not throw anything away, not even an.
empty cigarette package. He liked to be alone, so he locked his
studio. No one could get in. Picasso loved animals. He had a
monkey, a goat, snakes, and many dogs. He was married twice,
and he was not very close to his family and friends. His work
was more mportant to him than people were.

Picasso lived a long and full life. He never stopped working.
He painted 200 pictures the year he was 90. He was still working
on the day he died at the age of 91. Picasso left the world the
genius of his art.
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EFORE YOU READ
At one time, Jean Paul Getty was the richest man in the world.
What do you know about rich people? Answer the questions with
a partner.
1. Who are some of the richest people in the world today?
2. What do they do with their money?
3. How did these people become so rich?

4. Look at the picture of Jean Paul Getty. What can you say
about him?

Now read about Jean Paul Getty.
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Jean Paul Getty was born in 1892 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
He became a millionaire when he was only 24. His father was
wealthy, but he did not help his son. Getty made his millions
alone. Like his father, he made his money from oil. He owned
Getty Oil and over 100 other companies. One magazine called
Getty “the richest man in the world.”

But money did not buy happiness for Getty. He married five
times and divorced five times. He had five children but spent little
time with them. None of Getty’s children had very happy lives.

Getty cared a lot about money. He loved to make money
and loved to save it. He was a very stingy man. Every evening,
he wrote down every cent he spent that day. He lived in England
in a house with 72 bedrooms. He put pay telephones in his
guests’ bedrooms so he could save money on phone bills.

73, kidnappers took his grandson. They asked for
release the boy. Getty’s son asked his father for
save his child. Getty refused. So the kidnappers cut off
ear. Finally, Getty It the money to his son, but at 4
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Getty had another side. He loved to collect art. He started a
museum at his home in Malibu, California. He bought many
important and beautiful pieces of art for the museum. When
Getty died in 1976, the value of the art in the museum was $1
billion. He left all his money to the museum. After his death, the
museum grew in size. Today it is one of the most important
museums in the United States. Getty made his money from oil.
But he gave his money to the art world because he wanted
people to learn about and love art.
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EFORE YOU READ

Babe Didrikson Zaharias was one of the most famous athletes of
the twentieth century. What do you know about athletes? Answer
the questions with a partner.

1. Who are some famous athletes?

2. How does a person become a sports star?

3. Can one person be “number one”in several sports?

4. Look at the piciure of Babe Didrikson Zaharias. What do you
think she is doing?

Now read about Babe Didrikson Zaharias.
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Babe Didrikson Zaharias was one of the greatest American
athletes of modern times. She was born Mildred Didrikson in
1911 in Port Arthur, Texas. As a child, she played baseball,
basketball, and tennis. She also enjoyed running and other
sports. Mildred was great at all of them. One day she hit five
home runs in a baseball game. Then everyone called her
“Babe”after the famous baseball player Babe Ruth.

Zaharias had many interests. She was very talented. She
played musical instruments. She sewed clothes very well, and
she won first prize at a state fair. She became an excellent
ballroom dancer and a great chef. But she liked sports best.

In 1932, Zaharias tried out for the Olympic games. She won
four events in three hours. Her performance was the greatest in
the history of athletics. During the games, she won two gold

: and one silver medal.

one said that Zaharias was a great athlete. But th‘ey
bad things about her because she was a woman. In
s, many women did not work. People believed that
Zaharias was lonely and hurt

professional—wrestler George




