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Culture Notes g

FIRST MEETINGS

Americans usually greet each other with a handshake. Only close friends
hug or kiss each other. When meeting someone for the first time, it’s
common to shake hands and say something polite such as, “Nice to meet
you.”More formally, you might say, “It’s a pleasure to meet you.”
Remember, though, that these phrases are only used the first time you
meet someone. If you see the person again, you can say, “Good to see

you”or “Nice to see you again.”

Americans get to know each other by asking questions about family, work,
hobbies, interests and educational backgrounds. It’s rude to ask people
about their age or salary. Also, topics such as religion and politics are

sensitive to many people.




accomplishment (n)
award (n/v)
bachelor (n)
belong to (v)
birthplace (n)
career (n)

civil servant
clerk (n)

club (n)

college (n)
county (n)
current events
downtown (n)
educational background
enjoy (v)
exercise (n/v)
firm (n)
freshman (n)
full-time (adj)
goal (n)
graduate (n/v)
graduate student
hike (n/v)
hobby (n)

home (n)
hometown (n)
interest (n)

job title

junior (n)

leisure activities
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major (n/v)

manager (n)

. married (adj)
move (V)

night school
originally (adv)
owner (n)

. part-time (adj)
pet (n/v)
profession (n)
resident (n)

. responsibility (n)
. self-employed (adj)
senior (n)

" sibling (n)
single (ad))

sophomore (n)

| spare time

sports (n)

staff member
study abroad
suburb (n)
supervisor (n)
unemployed (ad))
university (n)
use computers
vacation (n)

( VUSRI R ik

vocational school

weekday (n)

" weekend (n)
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Questions and Possible Answers
) [a] 5%

1. Where are you from?ls this your hometown? (i} fR5EBME? X2{RMHKR L L7

« I’'m from around here. [ grew up in this A RS, FRAEXAHIX
area. KK

« 1 come from London. This isn’t my A BRERH . IR
hometown. 1 was raised in York, %, WTEE[ELATAMN R,
England.

2. Do you live in this area? If not, where do  (p RIEFERX—HB? MRTE,

you live? EEWE?
< 1 live nearby. My place isn’t too far from & FTAFEM, HEEXEA
here. JEARIT,
« Actually, my house is about an hour’s & FEhr b, BEREXHE KL —
drive away. AN R
3. Do you work, or are you a student? @ MTIETER ¥

< I don’t have a job now, but I’'m looking A IR A TAE, A, 3



for one.

< | work full-time.
« [’m a university student, but I have a part-

time job.

. If you work, what kind of job do you have?

How do you like it?

W@ 1 work in a large electronics firm. I'm a
sales manager. It’s hard work, but I en-
joy it.

@ Well, currently I work as a secretary at a
small international trading company.
Basically, it’s alright, though 1’d like to
do something more challenging.

« [ work at a warechouse lifting heavy

boxes. | can’t stand it.

. If you’re a student, where do you study?

What year are you in?

o 1 study at the Sorbonne, in Paris. It’s my
third year.

« [’m a sophomore at the Chinese Univer-

sity in Hong Kong.

6. What’s your educational background?

« I studied English literature as an
undergraduate. Then, I went for my
MBA. 1 concentrated in international
law.

«) [ majored in accounting, but my real in-
terest is in architecture. So, I’ve taught
myself a lot about that.

& [’m mostly self-taught. I’ve gained most

of my business knowledge through real-
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world experience.

7. Have you ever studied or lived abroad?
Where?
« No, I’'ve never done that, but [ have trav-
eled abroad quite a few times.
« Yes, I have. | hved with a Russian fam-

ily for a month, in Moscow.

8. What are your hobbies? What things are
you interested in?
-# I like hiking and reading, plus I enjoy
listening to music.
«# Let’s see, | think I like doing everything.

I especially love watching movies.

O

. What do you do in your spare time?
+# T watch TV or read.
«w Believe it or not, | go to the zoo when-
ever | have the chance.
«+ What spare time? [ work around the

clock.

10. How do you spend your weekends?
-4 My family and I usually go out
somewhere.
« It depends on the weather. If'it’s sunny,
I go to the park. Otherwise, I stay at

home.

11. Do you beiong to any ciubs? Which ones?
# I’'m 1n a poetry club. We meet once a
week and talk about poetry.

«+ No, I don’t have time right now.
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12, Tell me about your family. Do you have
any siblings”

«+ My family? Well, | have one older
brother and one younger sister. We live
with our parents and grandmother.

2 1t’s just me and my parents. I'm an

only child.
-+ 1 have a wife and one child. Plus, I
have two brothers and one sister. They

live in another city.

13 Do
.+ 1 have a sweet little kitty.

you have any pets? Describe thermn

Her name’s
Flufty. She’s white and furry and very
cute.

s We have two cats and a small dog. Plus
we have some fish.

« [ ' have a small dog named Bengo. He

has short brown and white hair, and he

barks at everything.

14, What foreign languages do you speak?
- | can speak fluent German and Spanish,

as well as English.

< | speak Chinese and English. I also
know a bit of Japanese.
15 How long have you heen studying

Engiish?

+ I’ve been studying English for about
ten years.

+ 1 took English in junior high and high
school. 1 just started taking classes

again two months ago.
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16.

17.

What are your goals for learning English?

@ English is important for my job, so I
need to improve my speaking and writ-
ing skills.

@ Mostly, it’s for personal interest. I love
learning about new places and cultures.

« | want to be able to explore the Internet.
I think English is a critical skill for
doing that.

Do you enjoy traveling? Where have you

been?

« I love traveling. I’ve been to Hong
Kong, Singapore and Italy.

« [ wouldn’t say I love it, but it’s OK once
in a while. T went to Mexico last
summer.

« Oh, I’ve been all over the place. I travel

every chance I get.

18. What accomplishments are you proud of?

19.

« I think raising a family is my greatest
achievement.

« Last year, | was the salesperson of the
year at my company.

< [ gotan ‘A’ in math this year. 1 had to

work really hard for it.

Have you ever won any awards? What

for?

« It’s been a while, but back in high
school, I won a few races.

« 1 don’t think I’ve won any awards, but

I came close a few times.
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20. What current events are you interested in? @ 4R WpLtptEE?
@ I’ve been paying attention to the situ- @ R—HEXEDER®. &

ation in the Middle East. I follow R OERBEERS.
world politics closely. @ BRUBEFTORFERE,

@ I keep up with the latest scientific

developments.




Linda and Mark are new friends. They

Sample Conversatisn IHEE I

just met at a conference.

Linda:
Mark:

Linda:

Mark:

linda:

Mark:

Linda:

Mark:

Linda:

Mark:

Have you been in Boston long?
Actually, no. | just moved here
last month, for my job.

What kind of work do you do?
I’'m in advertising. How about
you?
Sales. Not too exciting, but it
pays the bills. How do you like
Boston so far?

| fove it. My kids are having
trouble adjusting, though. You
know—new school, new friends
—all that.Have you got children?
Two girls. One 11, another 13.
They’re both in junior high. How
about yours?

Let’s see...My son Jake is in 5th
grade. My daughter Clarisse is
in 7th grade.

Making adjustments at that age
can be hard. If you need any
help, let me know.

Thanks. | appreciate that.
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After learning about one of vour classmates, introduce him/her to the rest of

the ciass. Talk about things hike work, family and interests.



Culture Notes

s

In America, there is no longer one main ‘proper’ or ‘model’ family structure.
This reflects the wide diversity of Americans and their lifestyles. A family
may include one or both parents living with their children. In addition,
there are multi-generational families, with the children, parents and grand-
parents all living together. There are also many single people who raise

children without getting married.

Many Americans have divorced parents. In fact, divorce is so common, it’s
no longer considered strange. However, many people don’t like discussing
the issue in detail. If an American tells you his/her parents are divorced, you

can just say, “Oh.” There’s no need to say “I’m sorry” or ask “Why?”

American children usually live with their parents until they graduate from
high school. Afterwards, many young adults move away or live on univer-
sity campuses. Though Americans become independent at a fairly young

age, they continue to maintain close ties with their parents.




adopt (v)
alimony (n)
approve of (v)
arranged marriage
aunt (n)

baby sitter
bread winner
brother (n)
celebration (n)
child support
compromise (n/v)
cousin (n)
daughter (n)
day care

distant (adj)
divorce (n/v)
elderly (adj)
engaged (adj)
extended family
family business
family meeting
family outing
family portrait
tather (n)

foster child

god daughter
god son
grandfather (n)
grandmother (n)
half-brother (n)
half-sister (n)
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harmonious (adj)

- inherit (v)

. inheritance (n)
marriage (n)

. matriarchal (ady)
mother (n)

! move out

nephew (n)

niece (n)

: nuclear family
parents (n)

. patriarchal (adj)
relative (n)

| retirement home
reunion (n)
separated (ad))

' sibling (n)

single parent family
sister (n)

son (n)

. spouse (n)
step-father (n)

: step-mother (n)
uncle (n)

. wedding (n)
widow (n)

. widower (n)

o |
1o h ke

will (n)

A

. have someone’s blessing
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