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Module 1 Transport

Unit 1

Part I
Listening and Speaking

B Spot Dictation

1) Fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 8 with the exact words you have just heard. For the
blanks numbered from 9 to 10, youn have to fill in the missing information. You can either
use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own
words. ’

At the airport

After years of study, I have determined there are only two __ 1 _ of people in this world:
those who get to the airport early and those who walk in just asthe __ 2 is about to take off.
If there were any justice in the world, the early airport people would be __3 _ for doing the
right thing and the late airport people would be __4 . But there is no justice, I know I have
been an early airport person for years. My luggage will get on the plane first but it will be the
last luggage to come __ 5 _ the plane when we land. You know who really gets his luggage
first when we land? The late airport person, who __ 6  into the airport three minutes before
the plane takes off.

“But if I get there real early,” I told myself, “I will get the best seat.” Well, no matter how early
I _7_  up, ] was always told that someone had called two or three days ahead of me and asked
for that seat. The utmost embarrassment of the early airport person happened to me a few years ago

when I was flying from New York to _ 8 . When I got to ticket counter, the person there said,

“Sir, 9 , is that right?” “Yes,” I said. “Well, it’s
only 7:00 A.M. and the 7:05 AM. flight has not left yet, if you hurry you can make it.” I was too
embarrassed to say that 10 . Instead, I ran

down the corridor to the plane.



2) Listen to the passage once more and repeat after it.

M Dialogue

Booking Flight Tickets
Situation:
M. Li is making flight reservations by phone for his and his wife’s trip to Honolulu.
A= Agent, L= Mr. Li.

A: United Airlines. May I help you?

L: Yes, I'd like to make reservations on your flight number 520, departing for Honolulu on December
20th at 7:30 in the evening,

A: Your name, please?

L: Mr. Li Ming and Mrs. Wei Fang.

A: Do you want to fly first or economy class?

L: Economy.

A: Yes, we still have room on that flight. Will this be one-way trip?

L: No, round trip back to Chicago—on January 1st. By the way, do you have any direct flights
coming back?

A: Yes, we do. Flight number 858, leaving Honolulu at 3:00 in the afternoon, flies nonstop back to
Chicago.

L: That’ll be perfect. What is the exact airfare?

A: Economy fare round trip from Chicago to Honolulu is $ 530 during peak season.

L: I see. Then our tickets are confirmed? .

A: Yes, your seats are confirmed on those two flights. Please be at the airport at least one hour before
departure.

B Role-Play

Make similar conversations according to the given situations. Use the structure and
expressions in the case below in your conversations where appropriate.

Situation 1. Mr. Rogers is a manager of a company in Sydney. He will go to Tokyo in Japan for a
conference next month. The conference will be held on October 15-16. Suppose you
are Mr. Rogers and your partner is an agent from Australian Airlines. Now make a
phone call to the agent to book round-trip tickets of business class from Sydney to
Tokyo.

Situation 2: Mr. Liu and his wife are planning a trip from Beijing to Hainan Island for a summer
. ) A



vacation. They hope to start on a Friday morning and come back to Beijing before
next Friday. Mr. Liu’s wife also hopes to stay in Guangzhou for a day to do some
shopping before they come back to Beijing. Suppose you are the agent from a travel
agency and your partner is Mr. /Mrs. Liu. Give Mr. Liu and his wife some suggestion
as how to book flight tickets with proper time so that their trip can be properly
organized.

1. Reservations. Can I help you?

2. I'd like to make reservations on Flight No. AUS8SS.

3. For which date?

4. Will this be one-way or round trip?

5. May I know your name and your ID Number?

6. Do you want to fly business or economy class?

7. We still have room on that flight.

8. Do you have any direct flights coming back from New York?
9. May 1 know the exact airfare?

10. Have our tickets been confirmed? .

11. Please be at the airport at least one hour before departure.

Part I
Basic Reading

Marco Polo and His Travels

“[ believe it was God's will that we should come back, so that men might know the things that
are in the world, since, as we have said in the first chapter of this book, no other man, Christian or
Saracen, Mongol or Pagan, has explored so much of the world as Messer Marco, son of Messer
Niccolo Polo, great and noble citizen of the city of Venice.” '

——Marco Polo, Travels

Marco Polo (1254-1324), is probably the most famous
Westerner traveled on the Silk Road. He excelled all the other
travelers in his determination, his writing, and his influence. His
journey through Asia lasted 24 years. He reached further than any of
his predecessors, beyond Mongolia to China. He became a confidant
of Kublai Khan (1214-1294). He traveled the whole of China and
returned to tell the tale, which became the greatest travelogue.

Marco Polo’s Birth and Growing Up
According to one authority, the Polo family were great nobles
originating on the coast of Dalmatia. Niccolo (Marco’s father) and
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Maffeo (Marco’s uncle) had established a trading outpost on the island of Curzola, off the coast of
Dalmatia; it is not certain whether Marco Polo was born there or in Venice in 1254. The place Marco
Polo grew up, Venice, was the center for commerce in the Mediterranean. Marco had the usual
education of a young gentleman of his time. He had learned much of the classical authors, understood
the texts of the Bible, and knew the basic theology of the Latin Church. He had a sound knowledge of
commercial French as well as Italian. From his later history we can be sure of his interest in natural
resources, in the ways of people, as well as strange and interesting plants and animals.

Marco Polo was only 6 years old when his father and uncle set out eastward on their first trip to
Cathay (China). He was by then 15 years old when his father and his uncle returned to Venice and his
mother had already passed away. He remained in Venice with his father and uncle for two more years
and then three of them embarked the most courageous journey to Cathay the second time.

Years Serviced in Khan’s Court o

Marco, a gifted linguist and master of four languages, became a
favorite with the khan and was appointed to high posts in his
administration. He served at the Khan’s court and was sent on a
number of special missions in China, Burma and India. Many places
which Marco saw were not seen again by Europeans until last century.
Marco went on great length to describe Kublia’s capital, ceremonies,
® hunting and public assistance, and they were all to be found on a
much smaller scale in Europe. Marco Polo fell in love with the capital,
| which later became part of Beijing, then called Cambaluc or
Khanbalig, meant “city of the Khan”. This new city, built because
astrologers predicted rebellion in the old one, was described as the
most magnificent city in the world. He marveled the summer palace in particular. He described “the
greatest palace that ever was”. The walls were covered with gold and silver and the Hall was so
large that it could easily dine 6,000 people. The palace was made of cane supported by 200 silk
cords, which could be taken to pieces and transported easily when the Emperor moved. There too,
the Khan kept a stud of 10,000 speckless white horses, whose milk was reserved for his family and
for a tribe which had won a victory for Genghis Khan. “Fine marble Palace, the rooms of which are
all gilt and painted with figures of men and beasts ... all executed with such exquisite art that you
regard them with delight and astonishment.”

However there were some phenomena which were totally new to him. The first we have
already met, asbestos, but the other three beggared his imagination, and they were paper currency,
coal and the imperial post.

The idea of paper substituting gold and silver was a total surprise even to the merchantile
Polos. Marco attributed the success of paper money to Kublai stature as a ruler. “With these pieces
of paper they can buy anything and pay for anything. And I can tell you that the papers that reckon

" .



as ten bezants do not weight one.” Marco’s expressions of wonder at “stones that burn like logs”
show us how ignorant even a man of a leading Mediterranean seapower could be in the 13th
century. Coal was by no means unknown in Europe but was new to Marco:

It is true that they have plenty of firewood, too. But the population is so enormous and there
are so many bath-houses and baths constantly being heated, that it would be impossible to supply
enough firewood, since there is no one who does not visit a bath-house at least 3 times a week and
take a bath — in winter every day, if he can manage it. Every man of rank or means has his own
bathroom in his house ... so these stones, being very plentiful and very cheap, effect a great saving
of wood. '

Marco Polo traveled in great deal in China. He was amazed with China’s enormous power,
great wealth, and complex social structure. China under the Yuan (The Mongol Empire) dynasty
was a huge empire whose internal economy dwarfed that of Europe. He reported .that Iron
manufacture was around 125,000 tons a year (a level not reached in Europe before the 18th century)
and salt production was on a prodigious scale: 30,000 tons a year in one province alone. A
canal-based transportation system linked China’s huge cities and markets in a vast internal
communication network in which paper money and credit facilities were highly developed. The
citizens could purchase paperback books with paper money, eat rice from fine porcelain bowls and
weidr silk garments, lived in proesperous city that no European town could match.

Kublai Khan appointed Marco Polo as an official of the Privy Council in 1277 and for 3 years he
was a tax inspector in Yangzhou, a city on the Grand Canal, northeast of Nanking. He also visited
Karakorum and part of Siberia. Meanwhile his father and uncle took part in the assault on the town of
Siang Yang Fou, for which they designed and constructed siege engines. He frequently visited
Hangzhou, another city very near Yangzhou. At one time Hangzhou was the capital of the Song dynasty
and had beautiful lakes and many canals, like Marco’s hometown, Venice. Marco fell in love with it.

The Book, Life in Venice and Contribution

The Polos stayed in Khan’s court for 17 years and returned back to Venice, arriving home in
the winter of 1295. Three years later, he commanded a galley in a war against the rival city of
Genoa. He was captured during the fighting and spent a year in a Genoese prison — where one of
his fellow-prisoners was a writer of romances named Rustichello of Pisa. It was only when
prompted by Rustichello that Marco Polo dictated the story of his travels, known in his time as The
Description of the World or The Travels of Marco Polo. His account of the wealth of Cathay
(China), the might of the Mongol empire, and the exotic customs of India and Africa made his book
the bestseller soon after. The book became one of the most popular books in medieval Europe and
the impact of his book on the contemporary Europe was tremendous. However, few believed that
his stories were true and most Europeans dismissed the book as mere fable.



In the summer of 1299 a peace was concluded between Venice and Genoa, and after a year of
captivity, Marco Polo was released from the prison and returned to Venice. He was married to
Donata Badoer and had three daughters. He remained in Venice until his death in 1324, aged 70. At
his deathbed, he left the famous epitaph for the world: “I have only told the half of what I saw!”

Although Marco Polo received little recognition from the geographers of his time, some of the
information in his book was incorporated in some important maps of the later Middle Ages, such as
the Catalan World Map of 1375, and in the next century it was read with great interest by Henry the
Navigator and by Columbus. His system of measuring distances by days’ journey has turned out for
later generations of explorers to be remarkably accurate. According to Henry Yule, the great
geographer: “He was the first traveler to trace a route across the whole longitude of Asia, naming
and describing kingdom after kingdom ...” Today topographers have called his work the precursor
of scientific geography.

New Words

Siberia /sai'bieria/ n. FEAFIE, FMBOHE
Dalmatia /deel'meifa/ n. IE/RIBRIE CHiREHrH R —HIX)
travelogue [treevelog/ n. H&EAT WL.IE

confidant /konfideent/ n. #K, %
Mediterranean /medita'reinjon/ adj. HHHER n HFHE
courageous /ka'reidzes/ adj. HEHHK, FHEW
Kublia n. (7o) 24zl

Cambaluc n. (Gofl) BNE, XFHFKER, oAEBH
astrologer /a'stroled3za/ n. HEZXK

dine /dain/ v. EiF, F&E-----#HE

cane /kein/ n. FHL, BH

stud /stad/ adj. FhEH) n BDE, M5
Genghis Khan n. i3 BT (JoRHD

asbestos /eesbestos/ adj. AWM n AR
beggar /bega/ v BT, BH n ZH

stature /steet[e/ n. HAZ, BE

bezant /bezent/ n (FEHEFE) &

assault /a'so:lt/ n v Bk, RZE, Bt

dictate /dik'teit/ v. O, O

bestseller /best'sels/ n. ¥

epitaph /[epita:f/ n EEHE

Genoa /dzenaua/ n. HIBIE (EKXFIT)D
precursor /pri(:)'ka:sa/ n. 5GIK, BiFE



Phrases and Expressions

pass away it

be appointed to  {F4y, ZHIR

by no means SEEA, ZHEA

release from BiX

twrnout Z5R &), XPE, 477, BF

Notes

L ZOGEB D « BEFHARFER (SEFHIL), &BiEET 13 #HERE, EHRAEAKMA
BT HBIRTHA, RHEFERELRENXH.

2. siege engines: —RBUBA M ANL. & (PEFEKERY 8. “PFiEHE—X LR
B, BERME. BREMK” , B—MLUVMA, HTFSSFRTFORSE. PHE, i [miE
FHE=HEROMATE+>RE, BRFNEBEESR (LEFHPBHRE 2000 £ 3
H, 2 1RR; 2001 51 A% 5 KENR], % 1042 5O

Exercises

I . Reading Comprehension

Give a short answer to each of the following questions.

1. Who was Marco Polo?

2. When and where was Marco Polo born?

3. Give a brief introduction about Marco Polo’s family.

4. Can you infer the year in which Marco Polo and his father and uncle embarked their great
journey to Cathay (China)?

5. Why Did Kublia build the city of Cambaluc as the new capital instead of the old one ?

6. For whom was the milk of the horses from Khan’s stud reserved ?

7. Name some phenomena which were totally new to Marco in Cathay.

8. Explain the meaning of the word “beggared” in the sentence “... but the other three beggared his
imagination, and they were paper currency ..

9. How was the book The Travels of Marco Polo pubhshed”

10. Make a short discussion on the value of Marco Polo’s travel to China and the book he wrote on it.

II. Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form where necessary.

bestseller dine appointto release from turnout confidant beggar bynomeans dictate
stature




1. We need a table that can eight persons.

2. The beautiful scene there description.

3. He is a middle-aged man of medium

4. She is a letter to her secretary right now.
5. The game is already a in Japan.

6. He’s been the State Supreme Court.

7.1tis certain that the game will take place.
8. He was the hospital yesterday.

9. To my surprise, it that I was wrong.

10. She is his female

III. English-Chinese Translation
A. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

Marco, a gifted linguist and master of four languages, became a favorite with the Khan and was
appointed to high posts in his administration.

. He served at the Khan’s court and was sent on a number of special missions in China, Burma and

India.

. His system of measuring distances by days’ journey has turned out for later generations of

explorers to be remarkably accurate.

. It was only when prompted by Rustichello that Marco Polo dictated the story of his travels,

known in his time as The Description of the World or The Travels of Marco Polo.

. From his later history we can be sure of his interest in natural resources, in the ways of people, as

well as strange and interesting plants and animals.

B. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

In the summer of 1299 a peace was concluded between Venice and Genoa, and after a year of

captivity, Marco Polo was released from the prison and returned to Venice. He was married to
Donata Badoer and had three daughters. He remained in Venice until his death in 1324, aged 70. At
his deathbed, he left the famous epitaph for the world: “I have only told the half of what I saw!”

IV. Chinese-English Translation
A. Translate the following sentences into English.

1.
2.

Gu AR EEFRZNFELHBEAGRMEERT —BRIB KA REEAKI L.
SR BERORALINFSENTENSRE: “BAMNRTRERITNL HMed4F
AT 7

. RS RRER BT R B A kP B S AR ML, Bara @b AEE KR BRI

AEB.
FHBATUMECHERERE, —FZEEHE, BRKIILFTUBRMBRRNET, H
A CHIEERERS



5. REEFARE —RERTEN TR T8 SHER, BAIFRRE—#IEEHA
AR A .

B. Translate the following paragraph into English.

H—MANERBBTEX B B3 B i FEMRE—h kg 7RE LM 2—
KA1 TR AR E T _E AT, ka0 Bl R A S ERB S, IR ReG £ i
tkHAT], AR EEERMKEF. XEFSEESEREM, FhREREFEORAEE,
WEZMITEMEL AR LRI A . B TXNMEE, RITEFARRGERFERINEE,
IR HERTHE B — MRS MR AT E T2t 77 ), R A BT R T RER R b/ ks,
BESY LIRS EE.

s Part 11
Simulated Writing

Speech of Welcome kil B

SIMEF R SCATR . B s, BURFTBUES T HIER S & VOl k R b R R % iR
P

WO FEE SE BN RERBRF R WMBHR . M REFREXOHEH—HENNA.
HIXE VRN BB AME, mRESMERR, EREVRRIA N RIET K ROHM
AE. BRRIDRIER, FEREITHARNAR. WRREEIE, NERRAGTHEEREE
HRBAMEFIRN . &E, NMEERLFRK, FERKEGHIIRER.

Sample:
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that we welcome all our foreign guests to this workshop on computers.
This workshop has been organized to evaluate the present status of the computer industry in China,
to highlight problems experienced by the industry, and to establish long-range goals for the industry
to pursue. This workshop represents one of the most comprehensive looks at the computer industry
in China up to this time.

We want to make every effort to make all our foreign guests feel sincerely welcome to this
workshop. Our country opens its heart to you. Your presence here is very valuable and we
appreciate your taking off from your busy schedules to come and participate. We understand that
coming to another country presents potential problems of different languages and cultures, but we
hope to turn all these into opportunities for discovery.

We are most fortunate to have representatives of business, government, and the academic
communities from several countries with us for this workshop. Your experience in the computer
field in your own countries is an invaluable source of information for the Chinese people. Many
problems we are facing today in china have been successfully dealt with in the past in your
respective countries. While the situation in china is somewhat unique, we know we can adapt
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