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Preface

It is a pleasure and an honor to write this brief preface to Zhou
Jianxin’s doctoral thesis. Mr. Zhou’s personal academic history, cul-
minating in his thesis, together constitute a dramatic illustration of the
enormous progress made in China over the last twenty years in the an-
thropological study of local society. Mr. Zhou began his career at
Jiangxi Normal University, in what was then and is still one of China’s
best centers for the study of local society. He studied there under such
excellent teachers as Xu Huailin, one of the pioneers in the field.
Professor Liang Hongsheng and Professor Wang Donglin, two energetic
scholars solid in academic research, also provided him with valuable
guidance. Zhou’s MA thesis was on Imperial Examination in Jiangxi in
Ming Dynasty and the Local Mores. The thesis, focused on institution-
al and regional history, was still bound within the traditional confines.
Nevertheless, Zhou showed promise in his MA thesis. But, when
compared with the present work, what was most lacking in that earlier
work was the sympathetic involvement of the author in the events de-
scribed ; the village was an object outside the author, that did not en-
gage his own subjectivity.

After finishing his master’s thesis, Zhou Jianxin took up a posi-
tion at the Hakka Studies Center of Jiaying University, where he assis-
ted Mr. Fang Xuejia, an expert in Hakka studies, in the latter’s es-

tablishment of Hakka research institute as an international centre for
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Hakka studies and exchange programs in this field. It was at this time
that I had the pleasure of working with Zhou, who produced a number
of excellent articles on villages throughout Yuedong, several of which
were published in my “Traditional Hakka Society Series.” I may be
wrong, but I suspect that it was during his stay in Meixian that Zhou
began to develop a sense of sympathetic involvement, not just because
he began to use the participant observer method of fieldwork, but also
and perhaps most importantly because he began to see that “traditional
society” was a living society, with resources embedded in its past that
could continue to serve in the present.

Then Zhou moved on to Zhongshan University for his doctoral
work. This was a wise choice, because Zhongshan University is in the
forefront of the renewal of anthropological studies in China. It is there
that the important new journal History and Anthropology is produced.
History and Anthroplogy is edited and published by The Research Cen-
ter for History and Anthropology, which was co-established by the De-
pariment of History and that of Anthropology of Zhongshan University
and is authenticated by the Ministry of Education of China as a key re-
search base for Humanities and other social studies. While I do not
have the honor of knowing personally Zhou’s advisor, Professor Zhou
Daming, bui I know he is one of the most original anthropologists in
China. One need only look at this thesis to see what Zhou has learned
since he began his studies at Zhongshan. He has learned to use some
of the most current notions of contemporary anthropology in the
West

cultural management, cultural nexus-to investigate some of the most

symbolic capital, cultural resources, cultural resistance,

critical problems of our time, in China and elsewhere; how, in a rap-

idly modernizing society , preserve elements of the past without turning



