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Preface

To use English freely in the IELTS speaking test has been an aspiration for all of
you, but how to fulfill this dream probably is a puzzle for many.

This book has been conceptualized and devised as a self-study aid, intended for
learners who will take the IELTS test within a couple of weeks.

In all honesty, this target audience is best characterized by their taxing anxiety, or
even desperation, and the frantic all-nighters when note cards are splayed all over the
floor in messy piles. They are so worked up because they are afraid they will end up
being unprepared or underprepared for the test. Eventually, most of them step into the
test room with their brains jam-packed with rigid templates and corny bromides, many
of which are antiquated English. Then, when actually striking up a conversation with
the examiner, they find themselves hopelessly tongue-tied and dumbfounded.

Mean band score by most frequent countries or regions of origin (Academic)

Source: www.ielts.org
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Thailand 5.66

United Arab Emirates 542

Vietnam ‘ P 564

In my estimation, overall the Chinese candidates’ poor performance has been due
to their “overpreparation” or “mispreparation”, if you will, for the IELTS speaking
test than to the lack of lexical resources to draw on. The intense cramming and the
chunky, indigestible masses that are brutally crammed into their brains render the
entire preparation process a strategic failure. And the accompanying psychological
insecurity and resistance further aggravate everything.

My four years of experience as an IELTS teacher in China informs me students get
most amazing results when they learn with a happy mood. Learning with fun has
been a firmly-entrenched pedagogical principle in many Western countries, just as
indiscriminate rote learning has been institutionalized in a host of Chinese schools.
Now that the readers of this book are about to be tested in a Western language by a
Westerner with typically Western thought, it only makes sense the author’s best bet
would be to shun the awe-inspiring words, the formidably intricate sentences and
the baffling grammatical points and just settle for something more approachable,
accessible and easier to be transferred to long-term memory.

You must be frowning. Yes, | contradict myself with all the high-sounding, stilted stuff
in this foreword. As a matter of fact, no matter who you are and where you are from,
one thing’s for sure: You are not taking the IELTS test anytime soon. Candidates-to-be
don’t have time for this particular segment of any publications in the first place. Even
if they didn’t leap right to the first chapter, they couldn’t possibly have trudged this far
in this section, for it is swamped with words that are unfamiliar to them. Only goes
to show how essential it is for me to come up with something less intimidating in the
main body of this book.

Given the painstaking efforts Chinese candidates make prior to the IELTS speaking
test, on average their scores are deplorably low. | am convinced this far-from-
satisfying situation can be largely attributed to the general misunderstanding, or “myth”
that only pompous and well-regurgitated wording and phrasing can guarantee good
scores in the test. This assumption is dubious on two accounts:

v What is a good score anyway? ( My understanding of this is the best possible
score a candidate can potentially get, so it has more to do with realistic potential than
with arbitrary conjecture. )

% Do students have to get the examiner completely daunted to get a satisfactory
score in a test specifically devised for non-native English speakers? | just wonder.



English-as-a-second-language tests, by definition, do not require the candidates to
to speak “perfect” English. The ability to express themselves comfortably and to get
their messages across effectively are much more desirable than showy bravura.
And considering the time constraints candidates are confronted with before the test,
principled compromises in expectations would be very much in order.

This book giveé its readers access to a wealth of words, phrases, sentences,
paragraphs and passages organized by commonly-tested topics. Still, it is advised
readers focus more on how the author uses these elements to construct ideas.
The primary purpose of this book is not to drill the readers in reciting memorized
pieces verbatim, but to coax the readers into orally producing their own ideas about
recurrent topics in the IELTS speaking test. With this book, readers will come to the
realization speaking English isn’'t so hard , after all, and they can talk in English too.
The conventional wisdom of “Don’t speak just to hear yourself talk.” doesn’t apply
here. | will constantly conjole my readers into “just talking” or even rambling a bit with
their flawed but far more laid-back and effectual English. Also, the author will share
with you many carefully-crafted, tried-and-true techniques for you to ace this test.
Additionally, every now and then, you'll stumble across a variety of things about the
English-speaking cultures.

As it turns out, this book is more than a survival kit for IELTS-takers. It winds up
more like an escape fiction book more concerned with a distinct escapism from
the pedagogical tyranny and archaisms that are dominating the IELTS speaking
preparation in China. Such a book will deserve a corner on the market, I'm positive,
not just because it's unique, but because of its substantial utility as an alternative
genre. The reader will discover his/her own worth and potential and walk away with
what the author has put in this publication — self-assurance and strength.
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From the Author to the Reader

B RIHEX
ABHNFLAXABHERE +RRBRBSID F—IERERIABAT . X
WEILRR, BEETHE—F.
B ERABASHEDEANABHTIE, X—F2, RRIERARE. P4
MERARMEREN . 4%, MI/BNEFZRIBENBLBIA. They just

breathed down my neck, hoping the relentless coercion will turn into motivation. Fair

enough.

XTFOEPHE—RELREMENNZRRORA. KEBRBEBIFNRE, 7
BERZN—AERE ‘“—EIRE, RENFNEMINEBRT. ” Hmm, | guess giving
reassurance in times of trouble is what parents are for. Chinese parents are totally
incredible!

BE—F, BEHLHAR?

ABRIFFE

EAEEX12MNAR, EXANEBEBNIEFREXNRZNEBESLEE/RS4E
IR NIEBF R KEPEEN—LB4ES (to think out of the box) .

The unique features of this book include (but are not confined to):

O 3 OEE XM= sectionsH FILAH THE X (section-specific) (RS
Eo MEE, MEEAETEEXHPart 1fchatZ<Fi. Part 2f9descriptions FiFIPart 3
discussion& 51, BAFREEMIA. BS. AXEHHAHEREEZBLNIEHESR.
L, ABESNHINLE EBHROEZBHHNXE, A =Zmix them all up.

@ WFPart 1, ABITHTUEN—B—BEREF %, MRERASTBEE=LWEN
topicsHIRMEEM, BENRBFEZETHKPUR— P EREE—PEENSER
X, RIEMWEAFELNRY, BEIENEBRITE.

© X FPart 2, ABALNEDIELNERHETYBRAASI XY S, H£H,
youth cultureBZ A —RAFAIZMHIES HE, FUESRSPart 215 R T £
&, ZERBECEF21%, BB —MIFEHYEH (the median age) HIREEL S
HHAARNER. TRANE, BHARRKELRRE (They don't age well, you
know.) , ERLEFRAEITER (They always have a child at heart.) , Frilan
RERMUN2FMIRE, FROEBAPHEB21 S EEMOSEENEHAE. m “O
ETKEERK" (Ten Cue Card Answers for the Dummies) X—, E2MN T

(highlights) OE&E LSFRICHEE .

O EHHPart 3, RIFMRIBIEXR (logical reasoning) , XHIERRSZEZ
FEEEPart IXHHRA W ILIEBI R A REB I L AIEE S . Then that would be like
totally beside the point.



© & B IEM IERARHRMIER (a relentless pursuit) EEPBRERSZE
S I EMPEIEN EAE. BEEANEKERZZEDERLNEDS
HTHBENESEAR, SBUBRSHENENEEEY ‘A" - TAELETEILEFH
K, wanna, gonna, dudeiX#E & iEEEAHTSBRFTMNRAR —KHE, RENE—
ERENOETANRR. A BNABRIEFFR—TREN “BRE57 , iEX
R TR ARHEZ ‘O (stuffy), HTAB&EZ “FB”  (funky) o

O M2008F THEFARBENIBEERLTLAZTEARITS . BRAIALUTE (N
bet) IELSZHITHLENATRET S EIL (not entirely quantifiable) , 1B2SIFFELAHE
HTEXANRBENEZSEEN. APNIIRRPHERE, 2ILFEHNOERZLHERKS
EFE4ENELSHERNENERRTR. RNBEFRRARH: BIXFAENFES, i8N
E & ZiLk B fairly good GEEAFE) BIKTF.

O TENFEMNBEIRERE, OEEFRPEELTREN “BELE WHRMN
AFEREERR ‘TR , EZEESEEENMEE, FEHCERTBDERN K.
Hit, ZBHRBRRSREFZ SN (tempting) , BRERERN, “TWAPLIBH
ARIFRAZER50%” - (Do stick to our flawed-perfection policy.) W2k aJHE
fi# (senseless) , BREOBEMNARIZBARKIEE (flawless) RZMB? BIfEH
B EIERIE, HEUREISAIESTAEBEE? (Do all the answers just roll off
your tongue?) MEEA B S EEEEKRAIL? (Do you feel at home with all
the possible topics?) FEX E, FUNEARP, HERZSMIEE—EEZHABEMM OISR
EFMEM—ADEBRNAS, BFEIC: 100%MtEE—ADEBRMMEEIEMOE
BHUABOATRESE—HRN!

WA fE R A H

This book is more than a mere collection of possible answers. It is intended
to stimulate your thoughts and inspire you to conceive answers of your own.
Eventually, you'll realize devising your own answers can be a really fun and
gratifying endeavor.

SN{AT{E A A B W iR K

APHREFFELTSOBEIANSEER, HEKESESNDEIRIRA PREF

“SrE#” (keep up with the times) . {BEBRHRHELNLREVMMEE RS
HiBABIHAZR (recite the stuff verbatim) o
— N EERBROIBEENZUNESLE:

IELTSORXZ2— 1 HEIEEEME k. Keep in mind that the average duration of
this test is 12'.



MR, IExXNEER, @fE4EHERRERE102%MZ—R, EESARPEIES
HoBsEl Sk jE R iaE. BinisPart 2k K BH1 98B ERE, MRAFMAmath 2BLF, BHEHIT
BE—THRHNELL=NE¥ERZR. RERN, RZAZERRZEFLIARRKE ST
MEHYKERF1220H0E R ERS “TiF”  (over-equipped) -

EZFHIBENEAASZ, ERENENEREANLRPLE—FEILHNFEEIRE,
BAEMENES, WREMENRE, M. SN TFHERA (highlights) , BREZ
B/ (blind spots) -

Accordingly, $5 3B INE £IMXARIE=E, XFRNEEHSIEERE:

Get your feet wet. iIRIXKE ZF. RE—BAIIERENOSTT LZRRBAAH

(laid-back) - &fRRHA1~20N/NNIEARBMLERbrowse—iE, TEEE=RHEH
Htopics 32, ALMBOFERREANNE, FEXBRELABFHABETSREES T—
MEE R EE R EREIEN.

Get a handle on it. £ T fi#your mission. X—HEMNABEIE, M2 “IF
B o BENEL—IBRANE, FERIT4~5MRERNE, IAEMIECOHRHRE £ IIT
—iE. FEISBRZEFITARE, RXFR, Just stick it out. BEFEMNE: RN OSLETREE
RUTEminem@ySuperman AL, hAREEE A ZE K Hlight rail LREEHLT, ERHEE&Fh
pose. FE{TXREFES], WHNARMERREFFE S, iPhone, blackberry, PSP ¥, RE%
BR{COEMEE, HFEEhEZIRE—L,

Get it down pat. X pat@/NEH, Eidiom, BEEEERTREANE.
AEERRARSEHENERETHN. BRERSSELEEZNNE, BCLBECEBET —
PHE: NPIUAPHEINERTBARTHEIT L&, KiLEERNTE, HARTRESH
BERRXEEMNELRCHNOE. XH¥, SUREEENNR, REMSELERPHE
SEEECKENRAG, RMELATUGEE —EREHEEAECHERT.

#tDay 4~Day O AE/E, ABITIEH T IEHLHMonline resources, WF “B ik’
DRk, XESANBETLUHRRERMBI T L MEL (personalized) -

RE, BEBN ‘TH" HNER, FREULIELEL43. RITFNEIEM, H20E
Hill. ERXR—ANRNE, BEEABFREREORE THHAHE. SMFEHNET
TN E <7 H C HfEEblog.sina.com.cn/ieltspath it sk, SxERERBLIEDH
FAMNBREIRBEZINEFEILCRAAR. RRY2ENERT, 3 HAdigital recorder
HEMP3 playertAH 2 RE, WHEABCOEAHLZIMNAED “hiFhE” WRR, R
REEFRZAIE D EEX Flreasonably goodfIF2E .

MREBHAZEIE (pleasantries) B, A, MEFMPRNIABEKE, BED
BEERENZ—MBEMNZEIR. It's almost like it ends within a nanosecond. 25 ¥A f Rk
B, WRRFBREK, ERSLLERT. (It's over before you know it.) @

XI



Bt

Deepest appreciation goes to my parents and my sister, without whom | would not have
embarked upon this “cottage industry”. Your loving support definitely means a lot to me.

Special kudos goes to Ms. Lu Lei and Ms. Meng Yugqin, the co-editors of this book,
whose hard work, intelligence and resourcefulness make a real difference in the creation of
this book.

And most of all, | wish to dedicate this book to the students who have made up my
classes in the Global IELTS Institute (Beijing). Their example has continually spurred me to
keep working on this book. | hope it will be a nice reminder of our delightful time together.

—
o~

Qeam, E,2553



Shoot for the sky,

cause even if you miss,

you'll still land among the stars.
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