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Xiao Zijing was born in 1950 in Taihe Jiangxi Provenice,

completed a course from Central Fine Arts Academy of
China. He has once held arts exhibitions in Shanghai
and Beijing successfully, many pieces of his works were
published in the People Daily and many other media. As
a member of Chinese Painter-calligrapher Sodality, Artist
Association of JiangxiProvince and Xu Beihong Artistic
Research Association of Shanghai,he has been qualified
as an outstanding traditional Chinese painter by the
ISQ9000A system.
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Preface

I have received many letters from young readers from all over China since the The Life of Xu
Beihong was published in 1982. They were impressed and influenced by the spirit of Xu Beihong
which has become a remarkable reference for thousands upon thousands of young people in their study.
Xiao Zijing was one of those readers. At that time, he was making a living on selling his portraits and
calligraphy in Nan Chang and Xin Yu Cities of Jiang Xi province along with studying Chinese painting
by his own. I understood the pains and needs of this generation in his letters full of desire. I replied to
him encouraging and educating him with the spirit of Xu Beihong. Two years later, he decided to take
his chance to Shanghai. Working hard using his portrait skills and thanks to the support from his friends,
he decided to move to Shanghai. He told me in his following letters that he kept painting even without
any food to eat and shelter to stay inside. And I kept on encouraging him with the spirit of Xu Beihong.
Xu Beihong, a poor young boy from a village, reached a worldwide fame under an extreme poverty and
difficult life conditions. Xu Beihong was full of patriotism and he made his mind to become the first-class
painter in the world in honor of Chinese people. His dream became true finally after he experienced all
the difficulties, barriers and frustration. Xiao Zijing sees himself through the life of Xu Beihong. Then he
got the opportunity to fulfill his childhood dream studying in the Central Fine Arts Academy of China.
This experience has brought a lot to him. In the following 10 years, he lived in Shanghai bringing what
he had learnt at school to his art. He persisted on obtaining in spiration from real life and often went out
to draw from nature, even without a stable financial situation. He has visited many places, such as Mount.
Taihang, Mount.Jinggang, Kuang Lu and Mount.Hang. His paintings of mountains are vigorous and
forceful. They are based on the traditional ink-and-wash painting. Furthermore, he carried out research
on the using of color and tried to adopt western painting techniques to Chinese paintings, although this is
only the first step. The most precious asset for an artist is belief and persistence. Any kind of art requires
a very long, arduous effort and sacrifice. He strived for reading books and traveled a lot at the same time.
His approach to the realism in his creations is very touching. Zijing made an impressive progress in the
world of art but there is still a long way to go. I believe that he will continuously inherit and carry forward
the spirit of Xu Beihong, moving forward on the road to the realism. I am sure that he will keep working
hard and obtain much more success in future.

Liao Jingwen
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Preface for Art Works Album of
Xiao Zijing

In 1988, Shanghai Chinese Painting Academy held an artist painting exhibition and I was the host
of the opening ceremony. There was one young man looking at the paintings very carefully and seriously.
His name was Xiao Zijing. He came from Jiang Xi province and decided to stay in Shanghai to pursue
and develop his painting career. His appearance was simple and ordinary but he was a very hard-working
person. We got to know each other from that time.

Xiao Zijing was from Tai He Town of Jiangxi Province. He was born in a poor but honest family,
his family paid his private school education by weaving clothes and after 16 years old he started to
work beside his school and he experienced all the suftering. He was taught to read you xue giong lin and
practice calligraphy at the age of 6.When he got older he started to learn painting with his father. His
hometown locates on the cross point of Lu Ling, Ji River and Tai He, there is very open topography relief,
continuously hilly country, elegant and flowery mountains and Gan river heads to the East from here. It
is also the hometown of the great litterateur Ouyang Xiu and national hero Wen Tianxiang. As a matter of
fact there is rich cultural sediment.

When he grew up he left his hometown and lived his life by selling portraits and calligraphy. It was
a very poor and unstable period of time. But he never gave up his pursuance for painting. Later he came
to Shanghai and got help from Zhu Jinlong, Ge Qiansong and Guo Wenhua. Especially Mr. Zhu Jinlong
became an intimate friend of Xiao Zijing and he gave a great support to help him to stabilize his life in
Shanghai.

Zijing started to learn painting with a book called How to Paint Traditional Chinese Landscape
Picture written by an old painter called He Tianjian. Then he bought Jie Zi Yuan Hua Zhuan which
became a treasure for him and he copied it as a model again and again for a long time. His field of vision
has been developed since he came t(‘):‘Shanghai and he used all of his savings to buy lots of books and
painting albums. He met me without expectation, and I was too busy to have time to teach him painting
at that time. I introduced him to another painter Xue Qiqing. Mr. Xue is a middle-éged painter who has
a very good technical base in painting and he is quite famous in Shanghai. Later on I recommended him
to learn traditional Chinese painting from Professor Zhang Yuan who works in Art College of Shanghai
Jiao Tong University. He learnt a lot from the two painters. He also came to my house often and asked
me to give some suggestions on his work. He comprehended deeply and did a lot of work to propagate
my ideology of “Chinese painting should has a Chinese surname”, “the beauty of Chinese painting is the
brush and ink™ and Chinese painting’s creation path should be “expose to foreign country in keeping its
Chinese originality” instead of “using western technique in Chinese painting”.

At the very beginning, Zijing received care and help from Ms. Liao Jingwen who is the wife of
Xu Bei hong. They kept in touch by mail for more than 20 years. In 1993, Ms. Liao Jingwen went to
Central Art College and recommend Zijing to enter into the Chinese painting Department for further
improvement. He got to know many teachers and had the chance to inspect and learn from both the
famous ancient and modern paintings from China and outside of China. Then he started to paint sketch
from nature on his own in order to feel the nature’s state, accumulate source material for creation. In the

year of 2002 he held a personal painting exhibition with more than 200 paintings in Beijing which got
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highly appreciation and support from Ms. Liao Jingwen. Beijing Daily and abroad version of the People
Daily reported this event also.

Zijing kept practicing calligraphy during learning painting. He copied Yan,Liu,0Ou,Zhao style
as his model when he was a kid. Then he learned the style from “Er Wang”, Mi Fu, Dong Qichang,
Wang Duo,and so on. Zhong Feng technique is mainly used in his paintings. His brush style is bold and
unrestrained, he pays attention to “ku bi han mo” ( keep water effect with minimum ink on the brush)
and “shi bi jian cang” (obtain dry effect with high quantity of ink), fully understood the core beauty and
insight of Chinese painting. Secondly, he spend a lot of time learning tradition and copy the paintings
of Wu Dai, Song dynasty till Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty. Especially, he spent a lot of time to do the
research of the paintings from Fan Kuan, Li Tang, Wang Meng and Shi Tao, ect. He also spent time on
the research of landscape painting’s style from Wu Hufan, Lu Yanshao and Li Keran, who are modern
painters, in order to enrich his own painting style. Thirdly, He often goes out to draw from nature. He
has been to Tai Hang Mountain, Huang Mountain, Jing Gang Mountain ect. to seek and feel the soul
and nimbus of the mountains. He draws the landscape from nature, see the great perspective in the small
place and see the small place in the perspective of the great, experiences and observes mountains, water,
trees and stones’ figure and appearance characters. He designed delicately his paintings and composed
them with ink and wash. He used predecessor’s technique of Gou, Le, Cun, Ca(all of these are techniques
of painting) to testify the truly existed mountains and rivers thus to work out his own “mountains and
waters” in his heart. Zijing’s painting source materials mainly come from the landscape which he is
familiar with, and he enjoys the whole scenery image composition. He is good at depicting pine trees and
gully, continuous mountains and perspective image composition pattern. His style is quite bold. Sparse
and dense are”in a perfect harmony, under the leading role of brush and ink drawing each line, each mark
and each piece of ink are just on the right position. The vigorous and firm, bold and unrestrained manner
and simple rich image can be seen in his works such as Floating clouds of Xihai, the outlook of Lianhua
Peak, A deep path approaching clouds in the sky, Early spring in Mount.Taihang, which contains the
charm and appeal of Yuan dynasty. His great progress impressed me a lot.

Art has property, artwork is the reappearance of artists' soul, only true thoughts and feelings can
touch people. Zijing told me that he had forgotten himself and the outside world when he arrived at Huang
Mountain. He even went to Shi Xin Feng cliff to draw a 360 degree angle's sketch before he created
Beautiful scenery of Mount.Huang, a scroll painting. All those reveal his strong determination of returning
to nature.

Zijing has overcome lots of difficulties and barriers on his road to art pursuance. He is willing to
stay in lonesome, be persevering, concentrate on learning and research, finally he created many personal
style paintings and calligraphy works. His works is full of high-spirit and masculine air. Tao Qian has a
poem says “People have strong willings and birds admire to fly high in the sky” .I wish Zijing will always

go forward on his way from the bottom of my heart.

Shao Luoyang
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About Mr.Xiao Zijing

In 1993,Mr.Xiao Zijing came to study Chinese painting in Central Fine Arts Academy of
China,majoring in landscape painting.For dozens years of art life,he has gone along a realistic
road,making many fields trips in mountains and great rivers of our motherland and getting the sense
from real and deep life.Dilingent in research and practice,he has created an unique painting style of
his own,which adopted the essence and techniques of traditional and modern art both in China and the
outside world, therefore his works reveal a bold and unrestrained manner,which guides us into an artistic
atmosphere and entertainment.In 2001, Zijing was qualified as an outstanding traditional Chinese painter
by the ISQ900A system and became a painter with his fame.In 2002 ,he held an exhibition in Beijing with
the works he created for years. I got much touched after seeing them and I appreciated him a lot for the
spirit he has.I find that he has grasped the essence of Chinese panting,an traditional artistic language.That
is from ink and brush,a speciality and treature in Chinese painting.Posessing Chinese paper,Chinese brush
and Chinese ink that rank first in the world,we,the Chinese artists can present the first-class works of our
own to the world. But for oil painting, the materials we use may rank third or fourth in the world.I also
find that he has mastered the techniques in ink and brush,which needs persistent and arduous practising
for dozens of years.This is what makes him remarkable and successful.Zijing has been to many places
all over the country to obtain first-hand materials,absorbed the nourishment from nature and broaden his
vision of the world and understandings.With all these, the paintings he created are rich in content and
splendid in appearance,vividly presenting the colourful and fruitful world lives.I sincerely congradulate

Zijing on his great achivement and wish he unswervingly continue his artistic road and obtain more.

4

Xu Qingping
Preseident of Xu Beihong art college of the People’s University of China

»
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Portraying the Beauty of Motherland
— Foreword for Mr. Xiao Zijing's Album of Art Works

In 2004, I held the post of the chief-editor to publish his first picture album for painter Mr. Xiao
Zijing, and he held his own art exhibition in Duoyunxuan last May. I visited his picture show on his
invitation and 80 landscape paintings was shown on this exhibition. Compared with the paintings he drew
five years ago, they indeed represented a great new breakthrough. Last september, he telephoned to tell me
that he wanted to go to Sichuan province to draw from nature. Hereafter he created a batch of landscape
paintings. He has succeeded in obtaining the drawing technique and the theme,which means that he has
mad a great progress. I am moved deeoply by his spirit and hardworking deeply.

Mr. Xiao Zijing' pictures are full of sense of elegance and grandeur. They are meaningful, natural
and with vigorous style characteristic. The composition of his paintings is full, the form is full of vigour.
The whole tone is vivid. They combines the North school's characteristics of the traditional chinese
paintings and the South school’s characteristics of the traditional chinese paintings,which characterized
toughness and morbidezza seperately. Most of the landscape paintings delineate the famed scenery of
motherland, representing beauty of homeland. He worked out a series of paintings with large size. Such as
Misty Clouds wreathing Mount Sanqing with the size of 4.2m x 2.6m, the picture scroll named Panorama
of the Yangtse Gorges with 18merter-length,and the tangzhou named wonderful scenery of Bailu Cave
in Mountain Lu with 3 meter high. Their picturesque scene is profound and the technique is refined and
changeful.

In the early-1980s, Mr. Xiao Zijing came to Shanghai alone and began his painting. He devoted
himself to painting and kept on drawing under difficult conditions. He has made much more efforts than
any other painter. Mr. Xiao Zijing believed in the realism art view of Xu Beihong and followed him.

He obtains Mis. Liao Jingwen's concern and cultivation fortunately, and also the enterprising
spirit of the Master of traditional Chinese painting XuBeihong imboldened him constantly on his self-
improvement, which exerted a great influence on the formation of Xiao Zijing’s artistic view and the
values deeply.-He inherited Master Xu Beihong’s realism art thought during studying and working. Except
absorpting the traditional experiences, he also insisting to plunge into the real life, going out to draw from
nature. This spitits can be found from his massive sketches. We may see his devotion and the worship to
the nature, and may also see the drawing skill he learned from nature,and the inspiration and technique
he got from nature. How difficult it is to focus on what he pursues as Mr. Xiao did. He depicts the spirits
of new times with traditional forms, portraying diligently the beauty of motherland. This is still worth
praising and affirmative in art- multiplized today.

After more than 30 years' hardworking, Mr. Xiao Zijing has been completely mature in the art of
traditional Chinese painting, and he has worked out a great number of excellent landscape paintings and
got his plenteous harvest time of his life. Now, his second picture album will be published. As a friend, I

am happy for Mr. Xiao from the bottom of my heart. And I wish him to indite more beautiful pictures!

Ge Zhengang
Deen of Shanghai People’s Fine arts Publishing House
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