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ABSTRACT

This dissertation focuses its attention on the following ques-
tions: As an important part of today's soctal life, how does educa-
tion itself evolve? Where does the dynamics of educational re-
form come? How is this dynanmics transmitted and what role it
plays in the reform? Why are educational reforms claimed to be a
great success promdting the social development in some countries
while the education has been suffering from underdevelopment so
that it can hardly meet the needs of the social development in
other countries? In one word,what are the roots of the success

or failure of the educational reform?

The dissertation tries to answer those questions by applying
the theories and methods of Neo—institutionalism, The disserta-
tion consists of five chapters that are divided into two parts, It is
in pant 1(the first four chapters}that the author attempts to con-
struct a theoretical framework, which interprets the dynamics
mechanism of educational reform by applying the new institu-
tionalism. On the basis thal the subjects of educational reforms
always have the motivation which they pursue maximum benefits
or preferences from these reforms, this part underlines the idea

that educational reforms are processes carried out in a given insti-



tutional condition by the subject of educational reform, condi-
tioned by the existing institution (including formal and informal
regulation) which is transformed by these processes at the same
time, Therefore, expect the demands of social economic develop-
ment and the evolution of education;the most important catalyst
of educational reform is the change of the relative strength of dif-
ferent social groups of interest, which has induced the new allo-
cation of educational interests among these groups. After the
public choice process of bargaining, negotiations and compromi-
ses, it formulates the new regulation (institution) for allocating
educational interests so that it can match the relative strength of

various social groups of interest,

Part [ (chapter five) is a case study, which analyses the
current educational reforms in both the United States of America
and the People’s Republic of China in order to examine the validi-

ty of the theoretical framework.

The dissertation concludes that the educational reforms are
systematic processes in which the existing allocation of interest
propelled by the social economic development and the evolution
of education has lost its balance and arcused the conflicts, bar-
gaining and compromises among groups of interest, therefore, it
is inevitable to formulate new regulation (institutional arrange-
ment) for the allocation of interest so as to reach a new balance
of interest,
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