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Inaugural Issue Message

The Department of Chinese Studies initiated a Publication Scheme
in 1982 in order to promote research activities among its staff members
and to foster academic interaction with scholars in the same discipline in
other parts of the world. Since then, 81 occasional papers, 2 volumes of
Collected Papers on Chinese Studies and 2 scholarly books have been
published. It has always been the intention of the Department to publish
an international journal as part of its Publication Scheme. However, as
financial support has to be sought and contributions of articles have to be
solicited, much time has been taken to translate the idea into reality.
After long deliberation and careful planning, the journal is now officially
launched.

The title of the journal, XUECONG, reflects the nature and pur-
pose of the publication: it is strictly an academic journal, aiming at the
promotion of research activities and fostering of academic interaction.
Articles published by the journal will, however, be devoted only to the
study of Chinese culture in all periods and in all parts of the world under
such rubrics as language, literature, history, philosophy and theories and
techniques of translation etc.

Within the scope as mentioned above, XUECONG will adopt a
liberal and compatible editorial policy, so that different views will be
able to find their places in the pages of the journal. In other words, the
Journal will open its door to all schools of thought, so long as there are
sufficient and convincing grounds for the views expressed, But the views
expressed are exclusively those of the authors; they do not in any way
represent the views of the Department, nor those of the editor.
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Though there is no lack of journals designed with similar objec-
tives published in various countries, and XUECONG is just a young bud
in the forest of academic publications, it is nevertheless felt that to
promote Chinese culture is the intrinsic responsibility of the staff mem-
bers of the Department of Chinese Studies. With this in mind, we shall
do our utmost to play an active role in the noble cause of cultural pursuit
in the spirit of the words of the great Chinese poet Qu Yuan, “Deep-
rooted, firm and hard to shift: showing in this his singleness of purpose.”
We eamestly hope that scholars in the same discipline throughout the
world will nurture hand in hand with us this young bud to its maturity by
contributing articles to the journal.

Lim Chee Then

Professor & Head

Department of Chinese Studies
National University of Singapore
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