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Unit 1

Entertainment

IR REER

¢ Partl Lead'In’

Bl Who is your favorite superstar? And could you tell why you are obsessed with
them?

3 The following are pictures of different celebrities. Can you tell their names, the
countries they come from and their status?

Name. Name:
Country ; - Country:
Status ; Status ; Status ;
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Name. Name, Name o
Country; B Country ; o - Country ; - B
Statwus. Status: ) ) Status;

Westlife is an Irish boy band group who got its claim’ to fame performing as the opening act
to a 1998 Backstreet Boys show in Dublin, Ireland. It is managed by Louis Walsh and Ronan
Keating. Who are these two people you may ask? Ronan Keating is the lead singer of the Irish pop

a2 b
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group Boyzone while Louis Walsh is the manager of Boyzone. Boyzone is a wildly popular pop
group in Europe and Asia where it has scored numerous® No. 1 hits.

Westlife was originally’ composed of 6 friends from Sligo, Ireland. Three eventually left the
group, and Nicky Byrne and Bryan McFadden (who left the group in 2004 ) joined the group in
their place. Now the members include Shane Filan, Mark Feehily, Nicky Byrne, Kian Egan.
Westlife was originally called IOU. It later renamed itself Westside, but the members had to
change the name once they found out that several groups had laid claim to the name Westside
(especially in the United States).

Westlife soon shot to popularity® with the release of their debut® song “Swear It Again” in
April 1999. The song hit No. 1 in the UK. It was followed by four more songs which all shot to
No. 1 in the UK.

After conquering® Europe and Asia, the group set its sight on the United States, where it was
virtually” unknown. The members released the song “Swear It Again” in April 2000 in the US.
To coincide with the release, the group remade the video for the song. The UK video took place
in an auditorium® while the US video took place at a car wash.

Westlife is a success in US. “Swear It Again” slowly climbed the Billboard Hot 100 Singles
charts, and at last count rose to an impressive’” No. 21. However, the album itself didn’t yet
breached'’ the top 100.

In January 2002, Bryan became the first married member of Westlife.

Westlife scored its 10™ UK No. 1 in February 2002 with “World of Our Own”. American
fans were ecstatic'' upon hearing that the group’s long awaited second attempt at the US market
would occur in late summer of 2002. However, the ecstasy'? quickly faded when the group did
not make any public promotional'® attempt. Whether it was the group’s decision or the record
company’s ( RCA Records) decision on the failed promotional attempt remained a mystery.
Although they made a new video for “World of Our Own” just for a US release'® | they never
actually did promotional effort for their album in the US. And the US video was a pretty nifty'*
video to say the least, different from their prior video releases.

In 2003, Kian Egan became tabloid'® fodder as his relationship with several ladies
garnered'” some “juicy” detailed revelations'®. .. nothing too terrible of course, but enough to
keep the group in the spotlight.

In January 2003, Westlife made a trip to Nashville, Tennessee ( USA), home of country
music. They spent 3 days transforming'’ themselves into country music artists and even recorded
an unreleased song, “Daytime Friends, Nighttime Lovers” .

21

Despite consistent” rumors® early in 2003 of the impending breakup, the group denied all

<« 3 ———



W et AR ResE (S28)

the rumors, except the departure”” of Brain McFadden in March 2004. In fact, the newest album
“Face to Face” was already released in October 2005. The album is a mix of contemporary pop
and heartfelt ballads. Relaxed, refreshed and bursting with energy, Westlife, the quiet superstars
of the main stream UK music scene, bounced* back with their new album “ Face fo Face”. In
brief, “Face to Face” finds Westlife doing what they’ve always done best. Guest vocalists included
Mariah Carey and the legendary”* figure Diana Ross. And fans are joyfully basking in this album!

Mw Words

% g Tr e g ,gé AT ora SR £ el

\

1. claim [kleim] n. (#R4BARA|M42 th49) &K ( +for/on/to) ; (xFEEHaY) A ;'R

A PP A AX( +on/to) an assertion of a right (as to money or property )
2. numerous [ 'njuimorss] a. #F £ 89,1k 349, AK K S W amounting to a large |

indefinite number

R

3. originally [o'ridzonoli] ad. #&#7,/& % in an original manner; before now

4. popularity [ \popju'leriti] n. #%& ,#47, K X4t the quality of being widely admired
or accepted or sought after

5. debut ['debju,'deibjus] n. #AE&;#m A% L the act of beginning something new |

6. conquer ['kopka] v. L, sUH; BB ; MR AEMR ;R A L to put down by force
or authority ; overcome by conquest ‘

7. virtually [ 'vaitjooli] ad. % Fr Lk, FE % L, £ R % (intensifier before a figurative

ﬁ expression) without exaggeration; in essence or effect but not in fact; (of actions or l

states) slightly short of or not quite accomplished g

8. auditorium [ o:di'torriom] n. T AR ;AR ; 2% ,3.% the area of a theater or

; concert hall where the audience sits

19, impressive [im'presiv] a. F AR LI 6P £ 64 ; B A 8Y 5 A ARG making a strong or
vivid impression; producing a strong effect

10. breach [britf] v. 3R, HB R ;42 F; o, ®ak;#H %  actin disregard of laws and
rules; make an opening or gap in

11. ecstatic [eks'tetik] a. J2 5 49; £k #9 , A4¥4y feeling great rapture or delight

12. ecstasy [ 'ekstosi] n. J£& ; iy, Aik a state of being carried away by overwhelming |

emotion
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13.

14.

15

16.

17

18.

19.

20.

21;

22.
23,

. legendary [ 'ledzo

promotional [ prov'moufonal] a. 3Eut 6y ;K Eheg ;-5 69 ;L4545 of or relating to |
serving as publicity ; of or relating to advancement

release [ri'lizs] v. 3k, Mk ( +from); 3%, %, &% ( +from); Z47; L&
grant freedom to; free from confinement; prepare and issue for public distribution or sale
nifty [ 'nifti] a. [ 2] 158 65; MIFa9;REH  very good

tabloid [ 'taebloid] n. (VA Z MR F A4 54 ) R sensationalist journalism
garner [ 'gamo] v. 4 ----- NS4l ik 3K 4F  store grain; assemble or get
together .
revelation [ revi'leifon] n. B 7, % &, B 7; % B E e A4 ( + that) making |
something evident; an enlightening or astonishing disclosure
transform [ treens'form ] v. 4 & %, 48 & ;- # %, ( +into) change or alter in |
form, appearance, or nature; change in outward structure or looks 4
consistent [ kon'sistont ] a. 4% 4e—#9, 81/ —% % (sometimes followed by with)
in agreement or consistent or reliable :
rumor [ 'tuimo] n. & F, %444 W, 450 gossip (usually a mixture of truth and |
untruth) passed around by word of mouth
departure [ di'paitfo] n. &7 ;& ,#&4( +from) act of departing j
bounce [bauns] v. (3k) %A, # = spring back; spring away from an impact; hit “"
something so that it bounces, as of a ball |

ndori] a. #3694 449

—

celebrated in fable or legend

R s S S R

. be composed of d-:---- 2 B, 5. transform sth into sth 3% iR ; # 4%
2. lay claim to E R (¥4 ) L HEEFTAH 6. burst with {1 %, % &, £ %, &K
. coincide with — &, #3f; AW X &, &3
54 7. in brief s
. take place % 4 8. bask in ZF K i#f 53 %L

i 5 wmmmE
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1. TIOU =1 owe you 4,14

2. car wash R F @ BEAT, AEHE K F
3. Billboard Hot 100 Singles 100 ¥ # |72 g HE4T

4. RCA Radio Corporation of America # [E T % # /\ |

5. Diana Ross L - FH(1944— ), B AL HKE K,20 # 4 70 £ 4K ¥ #iF %
ARELRERFRELKRE, WERE N FBEF FRBANEALER,
RAFARSEERKd , AN FERE"

TN TS N B AN AT 2

ey -, = g

‘ext-Related Exercises

1. Decide on the best choice for each of the following questions according to the text.

(1) Who are in charge of Westlife?
A. Ronan Keating & Bryan McFadden. B. Nicky Byrne & Louis Walsh.
C. Bryan McFadden & Shane Filan. D. Louis Walsh & Ronan Keating.
(2) According to the text, which of the following is true?
A. When Westlife released the song “Swear It Again” in the United States, the UK video
took place in an auditorium.
B. “Swear It Again” at last rose to an impressive No. 1.
C. Westlife originally consisted of 6 boys and the members changed the brand name for 4
times.
D. Westlife set its sight on Europe, Asia and the United States at the same time.
(3) When Westlife set its sight on US for the second time, the ecstasy quickly faded. Who should
be responsible for this failure?
A. “Westlife’s decision on the failed promotional attempt.
B. The record company’s (RCA Records) decision on the failed promotional attempt.
C. It remains a mystery.
D. Kian Egan’s pink news with several ladies.
(4) According to the text, which of the following Westlife didn’t release?

-
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A. Swear It Again. B. Daytime Friends, Nighttime Lovers.
C. Face to Face. D. World of Our Own.

(5) How many members are left in Westlife now?
A. 3. B. 4. C.1i5. Di ‘6.

2. Reorganize the groups of words to form sentences according to the models.

Model 1: Westlife was originally composed of 6 friends from Sligo, Ireland.
(1) teachers, our party, pupils, compose of, and, their parents

(2) hydrogen, oxygen, and, compose of, water

Model 2: After conquering Europe and Asia, the group set its sight on the United States.
(1) felt better, she, take the medicine, after

(2) he, not at ease, whether. . .or... , sleep, wake, was

3. Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences according to the
text.

(1) His tastes and habits coincide ~~ those of his wife.
A. of B. in C. with D. from
(2) A steam-engine heat energy.
A. transforms; from B. transforms; into
C. transforms; of D. transforms; as
(3) John and Mike’s wedding yesterday afternoon.
A. took the place of B. took the place
C. took place of D. took place
(4) If the land really belongs to you, why don’t you it, say so and try to get it?
A. laid claim B. lie claim to
C. lay claim to get D. lay claim to
(5) The popband ~ that famous song in March 2006 in Canada.
A. set B. gave C. released D. released of
(6) Jason, a hearty welcome  you.
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A. waits B. waiting C. awaits D. awaits for
(7) ___ my qualifications, I couldn’t get a job.

A. Despite B. Although C. Though D. Despite of
(8) The sun has __in the east. It is so beautiful.

A. raised B. arisen C. aroused D. risen
(9) A colleague of mine visited us yesterday.

A. previous B. former C. prior D. preceding
(10) Of coffee and tea Mike much preferred the =~

A. former B. previous C. prior D. before

From Waitress to Superstar

A young woman sits down at the piano. Her long flowing brown hair frames' a friendly

face. And then she begins to sing. Her unexpectedly mature” voice captivates’ everyone in the

room. This is Norah Jones, award-winning singer and songwriter.
Norah Jones was born on March 30, 1979, in New York City. She is the daughter of the
legendary Ravi Shankar, a very famous guitar player, but Norah was brought up entirely by her

mother Sue. She saw her father from time to time through the years, and met her little sister when

e 8 g

Norah Jon€s

Tose Swverl Wonds

she was 18. At 4 years old, she and her
mother moved to the Dallas suburb,
Texas. Her earliest musical influence
came from her mother’s extensive® LP
collection. She began singing in church
choirs at age five, commencing® piano
lessons two years later, and briefly
played also saxophone in junior high.

From Texas to the Big Apple

For two years following her
graduation from high school, she
studied at the University of North

Texas, majoring® in jazz piano. Before



Unit 1 Entertainment 4% & & #.%

her third year, she decided to take a trip to New York City. The trip started out as simply a
summer stay, but Jones soon knew that she would not be returning home for quite some time.

Engrossed’ in the music scene, Jones gravitated® toward local musicians and songwriters
who urged her, after seeing her sing, to jump-start her own career. Between waitressing jobs,
Jones soon started a band in which she sang lead vocals and, of course, played piano. In October
2000, the band ambitiously” brought a demo to EMI Blue Note Records, whose roster boasts a
host of blues, jazz, folk, and country musicians.

Struck a Blue Note

At a meeting with Blue Note president Bruce in January 2001, Jones played her three-song
tape,, hoping to earn a break. Bruce was so impressed with this young girl’s talents that he signed
her on the spot. After little more than a year of work, Norah Jones released debut album, “Come
Away With Me”. Norah Jones sold 2. 6 million copies of the album, which was10 times more than
any album in Blue Note history. Despite the lack of publicity'’ | her album was inching its way up
the music charts while the debut single “Don’t Know Why” was climbing up the Adult Top 40
chart.

The sultry''-voiced neo-jazz singer already enjoyed a stunning'’ sweep at the Grammy
Awards in 2003, where she picked up five trophies™ in the major categories® ( Album of the
Year, Record of the Year for “Don’t Know Why” , Best New Artist, Best Female Pop Vocal
Performance for “Don’t Know Why” , and Best Pop Vocal Album). It’s clear that this is only the
beginning for Miss Jones.

The future is looking good for Norah Jones. After keeping her fans waiting for two years,
Norah released her second album, “Feels Like Home” , in February. It already looks like it'll be
as successful as her first. And this time around, everyone in the music industry is taking her

seriously.

MW Words

Cn

| 1. frame [freim] v. #& ;& ;%)% ;4 &4 enclose in or as if in a frame; enclose in a
, frame, as of a picture
| 2. mature [mo'tjus] a. M # 4 characteristic of maturity
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: Q\ [ st

i i g

#4E, BALRG attract; cause to be

3. captivate [ 'keptiveit] v. OAEFREH)RF],
enamored

. extensive [iks'tensiv] a. J" B/ k8, ;Heg; K F6h; ) 26; FAH  large in
spatiaI extent or range; having broad range or effect; large in number or quantity

| 5. commence [ko'mens] v. 7 %4, #F take the first step or steps in carrying out an

x action

1 6. major [meidzo] v. (EXF2Z)F/4( +in) have as one’s principal field of study

7. engross [in'grous] v. B3| (2 &); E A (B ); £ 44 F £ engross (oneself)
fully; engage or engross wholly

8. gravitate [ 'graeviteit ] v. 3] A%ER; (%) K3]; M@; 3 move toward; be

attracted to v h

| 9. ambitiously [@&m'bifosli] ad. A& #$h$h#  in an ambitious and energetic manner y

1 10. publicity [pab'lisiti] n. B3| AAkegiz#&E; A ;) 2 a message issued in behalf of

some product or cause or idea or person or institution

11. sultry ['saltri] a. #F A8y S#eY, BEHE; #3he)  sexually exciting or gratifying

8 12. stunning [ 'stanin] a. 4\/'\%49]&6; EHE#ZEey; (2] #iZ%H causing great

astonishment and consternation; strikingly beautiful or attractive

: 13. trophy ['troufi] n. ¥R A#)d&, £ % an award for success in war or hunting; something

given as a token of victory
| 14, category [ 'keetigori] n. # %, 28 &  a collection of things sharing a common
ff attribute

1. bring up HF; &, H* 3. on the spot %37; ERAEE; & F R
2. from time to time # Bt F M

= 10 |



Unit 1 Entertainment 4% & & #.% i

L roper Names

1. Ravi Shankar F i KA FL EMFFEL - D EZAWE N, YRBL oK

1 o FHHRF, MRMAZRN—REEREAN WE TR X HAE L

“ LR AT B R F R R

2. the Big Apple 4 % (New York), 2 X B S $ £ WR T2 —, B &
(nickname) | ¢ “ the Big Apple” ( k£ %),

3. EMI =% # B ¥ % % H ELECTRICAL AND MUSICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. b | |
FAWERNFRELIT I8 &£ K HRAELECH, WAL 1897 ERLFHYK |
WEE G F A, R UL b R A B A, *r

Mt-Related Exercises

1. Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text.

(1) Norah Jones was born in Dallas, Texas in 1979.

(2) She was brought up by his father, a very famous guitar player Ravi Shankar.
(3) Norah Jones played saxophone in junior high.

(4) Her major was violin when she studied at the University of North Texas.

(5) When Norah Jones started a band, she also took a job as a waitress.

(6) The first album Norah Jones released is Feels Like Home.

(7) At the Grammy Awards in 2003, Norah Jones was awarded five trophies.
(8) Thanks to Norah Jones’ talents, she succeeds at last.

2. Translate the following paragraphs into Chinese.

(1) A young woman sits down at the piano. Her long flowing brown hair frames a friendly face.
And then she begins to sing. Her unexpectedly mature voice captivates everyone in the room.

(2) Engrossed in the music scene, Jones gravitated toward local musicians and songwriters who
urged her, after seeing her sing, to jump-start her own career.

<4 11 ==



