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Abstract Integration of Disciplines
and Focus on Hotspots

1. Differentiation and Integration of
Humanities and Social Sciences

The development of humanities and social sciences has turned to inte-
gration after going through the differentiation of disciplines. The birth of in-
tegration of disciplines is mainly initiated by the need of comprehensive
knowledge development and social life self-reflection. The process of inte-
gration of disciplines, involves the discipline crossing and the vanishing of
traditional disciplines boundary, the booming of comprehensive research
projects and interdisciplinary studies, as well as the origination of academic
sharing pattern. It is also crucial that the formation of integration of human-
ities and social sciences rests on a solid theoretical foundation provided by

philosophy, sociology and methodology.
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2. Dynamics and Trends of the Integration of
Humanities and Social Sciences

As a major trend in the current, the integration of humanities and social

sciences is driven by two basic aspects—the interpretation for texts and so-
cial practice. From a macro point of view, the integration of humanities and
social sciences demonstrates three trends—the complementation of science
and humanities, the integration of theory and practice and the harmonization
of internationalization and localization. While at the micro level, the general
ways to integrate disciplines include problematic approach to find the focu-
ses, contextual approach to expand horizons, conceptual approach to seek
the common sources, as well as theoretical approach to expand the interpre-

tations.

3. Focus on Hotspots in the Situation of Integration

With the deepening of the process of China’s modernization, various so-
cial problems are emerging which has drawn a good deal of attention in the
field of humanities and social sciences research. There are many social prob-
lems, but the problems which have the most far-reaching consequences are
problems in macroscopic, the typical problems are: livelihood and justice is-
sues (people-oriented) , environment and resource problems (ecological civi-
lization) , tradition and Chinese problems (cultural renaissance). Some prob-
lems which are often demonstrated in microscopic also have become the focus
of the research. The serious problems are: economic-level problems, politi-
cal-level and legal-level problems, human-level and the value level problems.

The investigating and solving of modern complex social problems has
promoted the integration of humanities and social sciences on all sides.
Here, integration of disciplines is in no sense abstract and empty, but the
e D .
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concrete integration of problems. In the practice of humanities and social sci-
ences research, we should and must integrate disciplines starting from con-
crete problems. The interdisciplinary integration mainly presents as the
crossing of fields to which the object belong, the mutual-reference of re-
search theories, the coordination of operations, as well as the merge and mu-
tual interpretation of practical achievements. In the process, disciplines re-
search in the humanities and social sciences becomes less and less pure, the
discipline boundary becomes less and less distinct, and then separated disci-
plines merged into a whole, which drives the deepening and innovation of the
whole research on knowledge.

Conversely, integration of disciplines will certainly promote research on
the problems, including reproducing the whole situation of hot issues from
different disciplines, promoting the collaborative solving of concrete prob-
lems by the integration of disciplines, and finding a solution through the
communication between different disciplines. The restatement of problem
consciousness is the current urgent demand, because problem is not only the
entrance to the academic research, but an important way to promote the in-

tegration of disciplines.
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