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The mighty Yangtze, rolling on thousands of miles from the soaring
glaciers in Qinghai-Tibet plateau, gathers hundreds of thousands of
tributaries and thunders through its valley. Cleaving the KuiMen, cutting
the Wushan Mountain, rushing through the Xiling Gorge, it brings out the
marvelous Yangtze Three Gorges.

The Three Gorges is a book, a roll of pictures, and a symphony. It
visualizes the vast changes of the nature and carries the track of life
evolution through millions of thousands of years ornamented by the
brilliant Ba-Chu civilization. China's greatest poetry and the bitter history of
human's wrestling against nature are deeply engraved in it.

Ab dem schneebedeckten Gebirgen im Qinghai-Tibet-Hochplatea
flieBt der Yangtse durch zahlreiche tiefe Taler. Er sammelt unterwegs
tausend und aber tausend Zuflisse, durchzieht so gewaltig wie ein
Donnerschlag den steil emporragenden Kuimen-Berg, durchquert den
hochaufragenden Wu- und Xiling-Gebirge und gestaltet danach die
groBartigen und grandiosen Drei-Schluchte.

Die Drei-Schluchte ist ein Buch, ein Bild und eine Sinfonie. Sie stellt
die gigantische Veranderung der Natur dar, zeichnen die Evolution des
Lebens von Millionen Jahren auf und schreibt ein erhebendes
dichterisches Werk Uber das chinesische Volk. Hier gldnzt die Ba-Chu-
Kultur. Hier ist der menschliche Kampf gegen die Natur geschichtlich
belegt.

www. ertongbook. com
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PROLOGUE |

Since ancient times, the most serious natural disaster with the highest frequency is nothing more than flood. The remote history of
mankind struggling with flood gave birth to human's early- stage civilization. HuaXia nation has paid particular attention to flood control
and showed their unique courage and intelligence. Those who have managed to harness rivers will be immortal in history, and water
conservancies also will promote the well being of mankind. The old Dujiangyan Project is of this kind.

The Yangtze River originates from the summit of the world. The upper reach crosses the land of prosperity. The middle reach is over
land of agriculture and fishery and the lower reach arrives in heaven on earth. It takes profits in irrigation and navigation to the people of
both sides. However, once the flood season comes, it will cause catastrophe. Fertile land will be submerged and countless people will be
groundless. This is a serious hidden trouble of China. Especially at the threatening Jingjiang river, thousands of people cannot sleep well
due to their lives in serious danger.

The Yangtze River Three Gorges Project is a key project to harness the flood in the middle and lower reaches and offers many
significant benefits such as power generation and navigation. Someone says the Three Gorges dream is a dream lasting a century. In fact, it
is far longer than a century. Some fairy tales such as “Ox cutting through mountains” and “The Wu Gorge Goddess” handled down from
ancient time are just cherished dreams to harness the river and better the channel! Today, the Three Gorges Project is being constructed . To
perform the grand mission, in the past ten years, thousands of constructors have implemented in the spirit of unity, elaborate organization,
fine design, careful construction and scientific management, and have contributed creative and painstaking works, hence, the fabulous
effort has been achieved, i.e. the three targets of water storage, navigation and electricity generation.

During the past 20 years, the photographer hastbeen in very close contact with the project with his whole heart and soul, and has
witnessed the demonstration, preparations, the opening ceremony and the construction up to now. This picture album unfolds before your

eyes a very detailed and exquisite panorama.

Academician of the Chinese Academy:Lu Youmei
September,2004
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PROLOGUE Il

Photography is a branch of science that aims at the sense of reality, and
also a branch of art focusing on beauty. The true essence of photography is the
combination of these two elements. In the era of information and high
technology, science and art being in perfect harmony is the inevitable tendency.
Hence China Three Gorges Project, a great panorama by the famous photographer
Huang Zhengping, is a gold coin with science on one side and art on the other.

China Three Gorges Project possesses great documentary and historical
values as well as fantastic artistically appreciative value, owing to the
accurately detailed captions and the incomparably exquisite pictures. All these
give full expression to the photographer's profound life experiences and artistic
mastery. Besides, we can also experiment the photographer's aesthetic pursuit
generated from the integration of reality and beauty, narration and creation, as
well as cognition and admiration.

Huang Zhengping-the photographer, majored in “ ower generation and
distribution” of hydropower construction before he was assigned to deal with
cameras and films in the Preparatory Committee of Three Gorges Project
Corporation. During the following 20 years, he devoted to cameras and films
whole-heartily.With a rich knowledge of water, once he has mastered the spirits
of photography, Mr. Huang feels just like fish in water, and has achieved great
success.

In the past 20 years, Mr.Huang has long been dedicated in tasting the
Three Gorges and taking photographs from different positions and in various
angles of view. The acquisition of the spirits of the Three Gorges scenery,
especially the experiences of taking pictures in the air lasting over 300 hours
inspired him greatly. He was stimulated to record the historical process-the
construction of the Three Gorges Project, looking on it as his own responsibility
This panorama consists of the most elaborately chosen photographs from his
countless films of the last 20 years. It gives an accurate and systemic records of
the whole process in full view. The photographs taken from high above the ai1
make up a great proportion in the book, thus making it possible for us tc
appreciate from an unusual point view the overwhelming grace of the scenery
and the magnificent beauty of The Three Gorges Project.Many
photographs,regardless their being records of actual events,possess creative
angles of view, rigorous formation and imposing images.They are considerec
to be of great independent appreciation value.

The panorama of China Three Gorges Project contributes fabulously to the
formation of entity culture of the Three Gorges Project. For those who have beer
to the Three Gorges area, it will be a cherished memory. For those who have no
yet,it can guide you to appreciate everything following your own inclinations

without your stepping out of your house.

Photographic theorist and famous professor: Ding Zunxin

Oct 8,2004
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PREFAC

The Yangtze River is the longest river in
China and the third in the world with 6,300 km
in total length. It originates from the foot of
Geladandong Mountain on the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau and gathers numerous tributaries and
thunders through its valley. It flows into the
East China Sea after cutting through 11
provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions known as Qinghai, Tibet, Sichuan,
Yunnan, Chongqing, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi,
Anhui, Jiangsu and Shanghai.

The Yangtze Valley is the birthplace of
Chinese nation because of its affluent
resources and fertile land. However, it brings
about frequent and disastrous floods to this
area besides endowing it with riches and
abundance.

As early as 1918, Mr. Sun Yat-sen, the
Chinese great pioneer of the Democratic
Revolution, proposed to dam the gorges with
gates for such the flood control benefits in his
works Industrial Plan. Since the foundation of
the People's Republic of China, the leaders, including Mao Tse-tong, Zhou
Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, and Jiang Zemin all showed great interest in it
because it will be a great achievement with everlasting benefits.

On April 3, 1992, the Fifth Session of Seventh National People's
Congress examined and passed a resolution The Decision on Building the
Yangtze River Three Gorges Project. Hence, the cherished dream aimed at
the development of China has been approached gradually. The day of
December 14,1994 witnessed the opening ceremony of the project.

The Three Gorges Project (TGP) is a key project for harnessing and
exploiting the Yangtze River. It is also the greatest hydropower project with
its gigantic scale and integrated benefits of flood control, power generation
and navigation as well as environmental benefits. The damsite selected for
the TGP is located at Sandouping Town in Yichang, Hubei province, its dam
axis passing through Zhongbao Islet, an only islet in the river channel
where geological conditions are superior composed by sound and intact
granite as wide as several square kilometers. Consequently it is really an
ideal site for building a high dam. The project is being built following the
scheme as "
development, with
construction once to the
final scope, reservoir to
be impounded in stages
and people to be resettled
successively " . The TGP
is mainly composed of
the dam, the power
plants and the navigation
facilities. The dam is of
the concrete gravity type,
185 m in crest elevation,
2,309 m in total axis
length and 181 m in
maximum height. The
spillway dam section,

one cascade

totaling 483 m in length, is provided with 22
top openings and 23 deep outlets with the
maximum flood discharge of 102,500 m /s. The
power plants are situated at the left and right
side of the overflow section. There are 26
generator units, each with 700,000 kW. With
the installed capacity of 18,200 MW, it can
produce electricity as much as 84.7 billion
kW « h each year. The power will be supplied
restlessly to the Central and East China,
Guangdong and Chongqing. The navigation
facilities are all located on the left bank. The
double-lane five-step shiplock allows a 10,000~
tonnage fleet to pass through and have an
annual one-way circulation of 50 million tons.
The single-lane one-step vertical shiplift is
capable of handling each time a 3,000-tonnage
vessel swiftly. The normal pool level is 175 m
and the total storage capacity is 39.3 billion m ,
including 22.15 billion m . Flood control is the
key goal of the TGP. With the completion of the
project, it will retain greatly floods on the
upper reach. The flood control standard in Jingjiang reach can be enhanced
from the present 10-year flood to a 100-year flood. Also the project can
improve 666 km of waterway in the upstream and 10,000 tons fleet can sail
directly from Wuhan city to Chongqing city, thus reducing the
transportation cost by one third.

The TGP lasts a period of 17 years, from the preparations in 1993 to
the completion in 2009. The

W

construction work is divided
into 3 phases. Phase I is from
1993 to 1997, which is
symbolized by the river closure.
Phase II is from 1998 to 2003
with the symbolization as
primary water storage, the
double-lane five-step shiplock
and the first generator units put
into service. Phase III is from
2004 to 2009 with the
symbolization as all the
generator units producing
electricity and the completion of
the whole project.

In 2003, three top objects—
water storage, navigation and
power generation, all have been
realized. In 2009, the whole
project will be completed. The
towering dam will cut through
Wu Gorge. The mirror-like lake
amid the scenic gorges will regulate and enhance the flood control system,
moving away the obstacle for the development of China. Powerful
electricity will be transported to within the country, illuminating the vast
expansion of land.
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Mit der Liange von 6363 Kilometer ist der FluB Yangtse der lingste
Strom Chinas und der dritte lingste der Welt. Seine Urquelle namens
Tuotuo-FluB befindet sich im Siiden des Geladandong-Schneegebirges
im Qinghai-Tibet-Hochplatea. Insgesamt durchflieft er 11 Prvinzen,
Regierungsunmittelbare Stddte b.z.w. Autonomes Gebiet, ndamlich
Qinghai, Tibet, Sichuan, Yunnan, Chongqing, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi,
Anhui, Jiangshu und Shanghai, und miindet schlielich mit jahrlicher
Durchfliefmenge von 976 Milliarden Kubimeter bei Shanghai in das
Ostchinesische Meer.

Einerseits ist das Einzugsgebiet des Yangtse eine der Urheimaten
des chinesischen Volks, wo, besondes am Mittel- und Unterlauf, reiche
Ressourcen, fruchbare Arckerlinde umfasst, und zihlt zu einem der in

sozialer und wirtschaftlicher Hinsicht am besten eintwickelten Gebiecte,

anderseits war es aber auch das Gebiet, das am schwersten von

Uberschwemmungen getroffen wurde.

Die Regulierung und ErschlieBung des Yangtse-FluB gewinnt einen wichtigen EinfluB auf die chinesische soziale und
wirtschaftliche Entwicklung. Schon im Jahr 1918 hat Dr. Sun Yatsen, der groe Anfiihrer der Biirgerlichen Revolution, in seinem
“Gesamtkonzept zum Aufbau des Landes™ seinen Gedanken ausgedriickt, einen Damm in der Drei Schluchten zu bauen, um den
Wasserweg zu verbessern. Nach der Griindung der Volksrepublick hatten Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping und nicht zuletzt
Jiang Zemin je grofie Aufmerksamkeit fiir das Drei-Schluchten-Bauprojekt gezeigt. Am 3. April 1992 wurde “das Konzept zum Bau
des Drei-Schluchten-Projekts™ auf der 5. Tagung des 7. Nationalen Volkskongresses diskutiert und verabschiedet. Von da an ist das
Projekt von der Argumentationsphase in die Realisierungsphase getreten. Und die Bauarbeit began am 14. Dezember 1994.

Das umweltfeundliche Wasserbauprojekt gehort
zu dem Schliisselprojekt bei der Regulierung und
Erschliefung des Yangtse und ist mit seinem groflen
AusmalBl und seiner universalen Effizienz wie zum
Beispiel Uberschwemmungsschutz, Stromerzeugung
und Navigation u.s.w. bisher auch das Grofite der Welt.

Das Drei-Schluchten-Projekt befindet sich an der
Grenze von Ober- und MittelfluB} des Yangtse und zwar
in dem Kreis Sandouping bei der Stadt Yichang der
Provinz Hubei. Der Standort des Damms liegt auf der

einzelnen Insel in der Mitte des Sroms. Die Gebirge in

der Umgebung von Sandouping sind aus Granit. Somit

ist es glinstig, soches groBe Bauprojekt zu bauen. Das Projekt besteht aus drei

Hauptteile und umfafit den Bau des Staudamms, der Wasserkraftwerke, einer
Schiffsschleuse und ecines Schiffshebewerks. Der Damm ist ein Beton-
Schwergewichtsmauer, deren Krone eine Gesamtlange von 3035 m und Héhevon



181 m hat. Der Dammschnitt fiir Hochwasserableitung ist 483 m lang und kann maximal eine FluBmenge 102500
Kubimeter/Sekunde ableiten. Die Wasserkraftwerke liegt an der beiden Seiten des Dammabschnitts zur Hochwasserableitung.
Insgesammt werden darin 26Hydroturbinen-Generatoren(jeweils eine
Leistung von 700 Tausend Kilowatt) montiert, die jahrlich 84,7 Milliarden
Kilowattstunde liefern konnen und deren Gesammtkapazitit von
18,2Milionen Kilowatt erreicht. Der hier erzeugte Stom steht der Versorgung
in Guangdong, Chongqing, Mittel- und Ostchina zur Verfiigung. Die
Einrichtungen fiir Schifffahrt liegt am Nordufer des Yangtse. Die

Transportkapazitidt durch die finfstufige Doppelschiffsschleuse betragt 50

Milionen Tonen pro Jahr. Sie kann einmal eine Flotte der 100 Tausend Tonen
schweren Schiffe aufnehmen. Und das
Schiffsbewerk ist geeignet fiir eine schnelle Durchfahrt von einem 3000 Tonen Passagier- oder
Frachtschiff. Der normale Wasserspiegel in dem Stausee, dessen Gesamtkapazitit 39,3 Milliarden
Kubimeter betrigt, sollte 175 m hoch iber
dem FluBbett sein. Und der Stausee kann
22,15 Milliarden Kubikmeter Hochwasser
aufnehmen. Die Funktion des Projekts zum
Hochwasserschutz steht in erster Linie. Der
Drei-Schluchten-Damm wird den FluB

erfolgreich stauen und alle 100 Jahre einem

Hochwasser im Jinjiang-Flul nich stand
halten.Durch das Stauen wird die Schifffahrt durch die 660 m Strecke verbessert. Die Schiffe konnen

von Wuhan direkt nach Chongqing befahren. Die Frachtkosten warden um 1/3 senken. Dann wird der

Yangtse der “Goldene Wasserweg” im wahrsten Sinn des Wortes.

Die Bauzeit des Drei-Schluchten-
Projekts dauert von 1993 bis 2009 insgesammt 17 Jahre und wird in 3
Bauphase geteilt. die 1. Bauphase: 1993— 1997 Der HauptfluB wird
gestaut.Die 2. Bauphase: 1998— 2003  Wasserspeichern im Stausee,
Schifffahrt durch die fiinfstufige Doppelschiffsschleuse, die ersten
Wasserturbogeneratorenaggregate werden in Betrieb gesetzt.Die 3. Bauphase:

2004—2009 alle Wasserturbogeneratorenaggregate nchmen in Betrieb und

die Bauarbeit des Projekts beendet. N
Nach 10 jdhriger Anstrengung von den Bauarbeiter werden die 3 Ziele, nimlich Wasserspeichern, Schiffdurchfahrt und
Stromerzeugung verwirklicht.
Im Jahr 2009 wird das Projekt fertig gestellt. Der riesige FluB wird gestaut. Sogenannter Spiegelsee zeigt sich.

Hochwasserkatastrophen werden iiberwunden. Und Sromenergie liefert in verschiedene Teile des Landes.
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