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No author writes a book alone. It is an undertaking that re-
quires the active input and assistance of many individuals. |
wish to thank the following for their valuable contributions .

Simon Weng, who is the Chairman and CEO of Beijing
TTIC Corp., has been my friend for more than twenty
years. Simon volunteered to assume the difficult and time-con-
suming task of translating this book into the Chinese lan-
guage. Equally important, Simon has consulted with me nu-
merous times and provided many of the insights contained in
the book. Born in China and with twenty-five years of back-
ground working in the United States and around the world, Si-
mon and his wealth of experience have greatly improved the
book’ s content.

Trevor McCormick is a close friend who was born in Scot-
land and has lived in Hong Kong and China for the last sixteen
years. As the President of Foster Partners LP (a premier exec-
utive search firm with offices throughout China and Asia) , Tre-
vor over the years has taught me much about how the Chinese
approach business opportunities and has made many valuable
suggestions which appear throughout the book. My thanks to
him.

While this is a book written for business people in China,
not lawyers, it required much legal research. My thanks to law
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students Kimly Vu, Robert Utter, Brandon Rothey, Esther
Mossiman, and Amanda Mielke for their efforts, and to Yu
Chen, an attorney at my law firm, for her contributions and
careful review of the text and translation.

Kimberly McSparran, my assistant for the last 16 years,
has done a superb job in helping to organize the book and its
conterts so it is accessible to the widest possible audi-
ence. Without her efforts, the book probably would not have
been finalized.

| took my first trip to China more than twenty-four years
ago, with countless visits since. Over the years, | have met
with hundreds of Chinese and international business execu-
tives. While they are too numerous to name, my thanks goes 10
all of them for their insights and suggestions, Any mistakes in
this book are solely my own.

| began this project intending to write a simple tutorial far
Chinese investors about economic opportunities in Ameri-
ca. During the process, the 2008 financial crisis hit, and | was
forced to regroup and approach my points from an entirely dif-
ferent angle. It is a changed climate, but what has not
changed is the fact that America is a worthwhile place to in-
vest. My ultimate hope in writing this book is that Chinese busi-
ness executives and potential investors will learn about how
best to approach opportunities in America today and turn those
opportunities into successful, long-term ventures greatly bene-
fiting all involved.
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