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Preface

Where it Begins; Where the Opportunity Leads

Starting from Casa Marina

Itis the admiration and respect for the originality of ideas that inspired
and motivated this project.

It has become common for land development companies to invite
interior designers to design model flats. On one level, it helps to show
the strengths of a space and provides visitors a vision of the potential
of the space. On another level, it helps to enhance the public's
awareness as well as appreciation for design issues. A group of
distinguished local designers were invited to design model houses for
Casa Marina. The result was a large-scale exhibition of our new design
force.

Those model designs were full of delightful surprises, and this was
where the concept of this book originated.

What King's Park Hill Inherited

King's Park Hill, situated in an urban district, is different from Casa
Marina in terms of its geographical environment, but it embodies the
same ideals. The indigenous features themselves were considered the
key factor when deciding what final atmosphere was to be achieved.
Working with this view in mind, the designers involved constructed a
place of graceful elegance and redefined the notion of “deluxe and
grand living”. Through the mixing of traditional and modern design
elements, they opened up diversity and new possibilities for interior

space.

The King's Park Hill experience brought insight. Indigenous qualities

are certainly essential for success. But elaborations that bring a place
to life are just as important. The success of King's Park Hill is another
affirmation for the ideal of this book.

Putting into Practice

The "model house project” of King's Park Hill became a gallery of interior
design. From the building of the architecture, through the articulation
of the interiors, to the final stage, the whole process has been a
challenge of faith. It is a faith in architecture, design and ultimately
in people, that makes this project possible.

This book holds the same faith. This faith values ever-evolving concepts,
a passion for creative activities and sincerity.

What we have gradually forgotten in modern society is the
thoughtfulness and sincerity hidden behind commercial activity and
products. The commitment involved is precious.

About design

These are the questions that a modern designer always has in mind:
How to achieve differences and explore new possibilities in the
homogeneous environment modernity has built? How, through balance
and contrast between substance and the abstract, illumination and
shadow, can aesthetics be achieved? When one enters a space that
allows individual style or carries a certain ideology, one feels the tension
in the space. A place assumed to be neutral can then be transformed

into a lively aspect of humanity.

Editor,
Yuki Li
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Introduction

Architecture is arguably the most vivid and exemplary representation
of a society. Capturing a place's climate, geography, politics,
economy, technology, moral values, thoughts and aesthetics,
architecture is a perfect form of historical account.

King's Park Hill is situated at a prestigious location in Homantin,
haughtily standing along a hill. The superiority of the geography
itself is sumptuous. The notion of King is not just a title but a concrete
ideal, a generosity of spirit. The value it represents is not in a
superficial sense but in the deeper meanings implied. The building
complex of King's Park Hill is distanced from the city buzz. Living
the poetic atmosphere provides nurture for a fulfilling life.

Architecture and design are betterment activities. Renowned
international designers involved in this project all use "King" as their
theme, articulating through abstraction and the substantial spaces,
an exemplary aesthetics. Some designs have adopted the European
court as a model to create an aristocratic style. Some have taken
the essence of the design of Oriental palaces to illustrate a
sumptuous mood. Some designs are brightened and made affluent
with cutting-edge design elements. Design is an interface. It
mediates encounters and discoveries. In this interface are conceptual
connections and inner sensitivity evoking the truth, the meaning
of life.

It has been proved once and again "design” is much more than pure
consumer goods to contemporary designers. The mere usage of
precious material to demonstrate wealth, aiming for speediness and
not taking into consideration the resources and energy wasted, or
looking at only commercial aspects and caring nothing about the
society, not the inhabitant's life - these are now all precepts to
designers. Commercial consideration is no longer the only basis of
value judgment. What a designer embraces and holds is passion
and adhesion for society and life, scrupulous attitude and earnest,
dedicated spirit.

The value of life is not built from unconscious habits. Blind
compliance leads only to boredom and the loss of direction. It does
not advance. Refreshing surprise is the best formula to break the
status quo. The real meaning of life is rooted in everyday living,
which itself is a process of self-establishment. Designers can revive
an environment and layout the setting for an anticipated mode of
living. But the soul of a design has to be lived by those who inhabit
the house. What a designer does is prepare the best scene for the
owners in which they can live colorful lives.

King's Park Hill affirms not only a symbol of status, but beyond that
itis an attitude toward life that is abundant in both form and spirit.
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FE4Y%S House No. 98

1%1t Design John Chan (John Chan Design Ltd.)

London's Mayfair is a unique place. It not only signifies prestige but is also a focal point of cutting-
edge, trendy style. If one thinks prestigious inevitably means conservative, come to Mayfair and find it

eye-opening.

You can find all the delightful characteristics of Mayfair here: trendy, creative, always surprising. The
vast windows surrounding the house bring in abundant sunlight. And the walls in silver and white

seem to extend the light, giving the interior an aura of serenity.

Then black is introduced. The traces start from the marble at the entrance, to the rugs of the living
room and dining room, and the rugs and curtain in the bedrooms. Black also colors the armchair in the

master bedroom. Yes, simply, black.

Brilliant light meets the black; they mingle into beautiful beams. Lines and curves become simple and
bright; the atmosphere elegant and refined. Wherever you are in this house, you can find a consistent

trendy touch.

The furniture in the living room and dining room is mostly white. Contrasting with the black rugs, they
create a charming visual effect. Black and white sketches are framed on the walls. They mean to bring

the focus of art back to the most basic but richest dots and lines.

The living room's informality is created by the absence of sofas. The focus of the room, instead, is a
small coffee table accompanied by 4 chairs. This space for gathering and casual chatting is then
intimate and cozy. If you want, you can even move the coffee table and the chairs aside and sit, or

even lay, on the floor to enjoy a relaxing evening with your friends.
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