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SUMMARY

Like most research, the conclusions reached in this book are based on first-hand field
studies, focusing on indigenous societal experience and facts. This book speaks about the
Chinese Experience, most information comes from field studies, primarily from two State Key
Research Projects: “A Database of Anthropology Resources in the Northwest Region”and
“Preservation,Development, and Utilization of Western China’S Anthropology Resources”.
These projects provide an understanding of how culture heritage is viewed differently by the
Chinese government, by the local people, and by scholars from various disciplines in front of
the backdrop of globalization and also how “authority” and “power” are being reconsidered.
The interplay among these factors facilitates a reconstruction of Chinese culture and society
by non-traditional, grass-roots means.This book presents and analyzes changes in society

under such changing circumstances.
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FOR THE SAKE OF GAIN

AND REWARD WITHOUT

LOSS AND OBLIGATION
(PROLOGUE)

Peng Zhaorong

Heritage is a treasure bequest to humankind by its ancestors. With their own
hands humans have created unique and incomparable treasures, but with the same hands
humans have destroyed countless jewels impossible to revive or restore. We are proud of
our creations and we are sad about our destruction of those creations.

Hence humankind is walking on a road between pride and regret, between creation
and devastation. In such a setting, the right and potential to delight in our heritage as well
as the responsibility to protect it, are both entrusted to man.

The further developement of human society depends on how well we can manage
to preserve our inheritances. This is not a very complicated issue, nevertheless it can
be quite often forgotten or neglected by ourselves. Forgetfulness is a form of betrayal
and deceit — it’s a wrongdoing along with which goes a need to compensate for it. The
preservation work today is a kind of punishment and compensation for the faults, and
salvation from the crimes committed yesterday.

Generally speaking, the definition and understanding of human heritage are far
from being complete, therefore they require a wider range of attention. In some cases
the creation of heritage indeed doesn’t incotporate human participation and effort. For
instance — natural heritage. Any tourist who had once visited Colorado Grand Canyon
had in advance been tought that this Canyon is a natural miracle, in the creation of which
human contribution was not involved, and for that reason it is not meant to exhibit its
beauty for man only. To be able to enjoy this marvellous gift from Mother Nature is our
great fortune and there should be no special excuse to damage it or intentionally adjust
it to our artificial needs. In the year 1903 Franklin Roosevelt said facing Grand Canyon:
“The intrusion of anyone would destroy this Canyon. It is a masterpiece created by God,
thus we should wait for him to come and change it.”

Isn't it true that there is too much human intrusion in relation to natural heritage,

including the preservation movement. We have a limited view on the principles of
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preservation, not only because of human self-centered values, but also because the idea
of preservation derives from sorrow and regret over our past mistakes. The need for
reconsideration and the price paid for it are connected.

Cultural heritage can be regarded as a part of human creation, nonetheless we still
have to be aware of one matter — cultural heritage is a fortune created by our ancestors, it
belongs to us, but it also belongs to our offspring.

Heritage is a fortune to be treasured and passed on. Fortune and tragedy are linked
together, whether it is one or another fully depends on human wisdom.

Heritage is a representation of benefit and achievement, but good goes along with
evil — and whether it’s good or evil depends on human morality.

Heritage is a fate that keeps changing — whether it’s for the better or for the worse
wholly depends on human actions. Just as it was stated in early Chinese philosophical
thought: “Misfortune is resting on fortune and fortune is resting on misfortune.” This
urges us to devote ourselves to making the best of it.

Heritage can be like a sports champion, it can illuminate the glory of a nation,
expand peoples awareness, inspire social morality, improve effectiveness of legislation,
fortify the power of government, strengthen political authority and lead to material
benefit.

Heritage is a field of study we feel we know only superficially, it is a knowledge
that we feel anxious about. Therefore there’s a need for investigation, practice and
determination.

Heritage is a testimony of the past, it is a gift to the present, and an ongoing process
belonging to the future. Our fate, our life and whole existence are a part of the past,
present and future.

Heritage and life are coexisting. Biological DNA and Cultural DNA create one
entity. In this sense, the protection of hurnankind’s existence and the prevention of its
demise are embodied by heritage.

With this series of books we created 2 medium for the transmission of ideas and
knowledge. Heritage. Origins and Rules, revises the UNESCO human Heritage system
and the origins of its conservation movement and its “ rules of game”. Heritage: Reflection
and Interpretation, explain and analyze the theory, logic and record of heritage. Heritage:
Practice and Experience, presents the practice and experience with heritage in China. These
three books encompass the method, logic and significance of heritage.

For the sake of gain and reward without loss and obligation, in order to live

honestly and pass on life to the next generation, let’s take good care of our heritage and

leave more treasures for our children!
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