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‘A he Silk Road was the most vital communication line of the
ancient Eurasia, which connected the main civilized systems of
China, India, Persia, Babylon, Egypt, Greece and Rome, and
showed the vast historical scenes of the human life.

Dunhuang was the most important hub on the eastern section of the
Silk Road. Dunhuang collected and absorbed what was useful,
discarded what was not, and shined with boundless radiance of the
humanity civilization of the whole Eurasia.

Situated at the western end of the Gansu Corridor in the Gansu
Province, Dunhuang is south to the Mazong Mountain, north to the
Qilian Mountain, connecting the Central Plains in the east and next
to Xinjiang in the West. Setting out from
Dunhuang and passing through the Gansu
Corridor to the east, we will reach the
ancient capitals Chang'an and Luoyang and
then stroll in the wide Central Plains. It is
the South Silk Road that we go out of the
Yang Pass, walk along the north foot of the
Kunlun Mountain, go to Yarkand via
Charklik, Charchan and Khotan, cross over
the Pamirs and enter the ancient kingdoms
of Indoscythae and Arsaces. The North Silk
Road is to going out of the Yumen Pass,
wadking to the north along the south foot of the Tianshan Mountain,
via Turfan, Karashahr, Kucha and Kashgar, crossing over the
Pamirs to enter the Farghana, Sogdiana and Bactriane.

Dunhuang held a strategic point of the two Passes, and it is said in
historical book that Dunhuang was a prosperous capital where the
Han people and the northwest minority nationalities lived together.
Trade fairs such as the silk and porcelain of the Central Plains,
treasure and perfume of the Western Regions, camel and horse from
the north and grain from the west of the Yellow River, which were
all in progress. The cultural exchange became increasingly
flourishing along with the trade contacts, national migrations, wars
and regime changes. Scholars, artisan-painters, handicraftsmen,
officials, soldiers and even more common people came to
Dunhuang with different ideas, while the same result was to bring
the continually renewed Han culture of the Central Plains here and
the Han culture became the foundation of all the other cultures.

The cultures of the minority nationalities, such as Tibetan, Ouigour,

Preface

Tangut and Mongolian, all projected themselves in the Dunhuang
arts as their own special styles. The structure, sculpture, painting,
music, dance and the technology of weaving and dyeing of the
Western and Central Asia unceasingly affected the intrinsic
aesthetics pattern of Dunhuang along with the religions such as
Buddhism, Nestorianism, Deyn-e-Manavi, Deyn-e-Zartoshti and
Islamism passing on to the east. The famous scholar Mr. Ji Xianlin
who studied Dunhuangology pointed out that, ‘“there are only
four culture systems but not five, which have long history and
broad territory ~ complete an independent system and exert a
profound influence. These four culture systems are of Chinese,
Indian,Greek and Islam. And there is only
one place but not two, where the four culture
" systems converge, and the place is Dunhuang
and Xinjiang areas in China ”’. What Mr. Ji
had discussed amply evidences the historical
importance of Dunhuang's situation and the
widest contain of Dunhuang arts.
Generally speaking, Dunhuang Grottoes
include all the grottoes in Dunhuang area as
Mogao Grottoes, Western Thousand Buddha
Grottoes, Yulin Grottoes in Anxi County,
Eastern Thousand Buddha Grottoes and Five
Temple Grottoes in Subei County. Although there is a great
disparity in scale, within the common boundaries of the ancient
Dunhuang Prefecture, these Grottoes have the near region, same
content and similar style. And they all belong to the artistic
category of Dunhuang Grottoes, so people call them by a joint
name of Dunhuang Grottoes. The total number of the Grottoes is
812, and the number of Mogao Grottoes is 735, Western Thousand
Buddha Grottoes 22, Yulin Grottoes 42, Eastern Thousand Buddha
Grottoes 7 and Five Temple Grottoes 6.
Among the Grottoes, we shall give first priority to Mogao Grottoes
which are the historical and cultural heritage in the world. Mogao
Grottoes are at the east foot of the Mingsha Mountain about 25
kilometers to the southeast of Dunhuang City, facing the Dangquan
River and having the Qilian Mountains’  offshoot called Sanwei
Mountain in the east. From the 4th century to the 14th century,
people unceasingly excavated caves and molded statues, thus
formed a cluster of grottoes extending 1,680 meters from north to

13



