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Unit One

Text

Choesing a Career

Before you choose a career, you must first know yourself
——your interests and abilities, your strengths and weaknesses,
your physical endurance and energy, your dreams and ambitions.
Secondly, you must get information about the world of work and
the requirements for entering it. Then you try to match yourself
and a suitable field of work. )

We speak of a field of work rather than a job because you
should prepare for a broad range of jobs, not just one. This will
help you if at some time you need to change from one type of job
to another.

Although girls will naturally be looking forward to marriage
and motherhood, many will probably work for at least half of
their married lives. This is in fact what is happening now. Girls
are marrying younger so their children grow up while they are
still quite young themselves. It is easier now for housewives to
go out to work when their children are independent because they
éan have so many labour-saving devices in the home. Girls,

therefore, should take as seriously as boys the need to select a

1



career suitable for their interests and abilities.

What should you think about in trying to find your career?.
You are probably better at some school subjects than others.
These may show strengths that you can use in your work. A boy
who is good at mathematics can use that in an engineering ca-
reer. A girl who spells well and likes English may be good at of-
fice work. So it is important to know the subjects you do well in
at school. On the other hand you may not have any specially
strong or weak subjects but your reports show a generally satis-
factory standard. Although not all subjects can be used directly
in a job they may have indirect value. A knowledge of history is
not required for most jobs but if history is one of your good sub-
jects you will have learned to remember facts and details. This is
an ability that can be useful in many jobs.

Your school may have taught you skills, such as typing or
technical drawing, which you can use in your work. You may be
good at metalwork or cookery and look for a job where you can
improve these skills. .

Facing your weak points is also part of knowing yourself.
You may be all thumbs when you handle tools; perhaps you are a
poor speller or cannot add up a column of figures. It is better to
face any weaknesses than to pretend they do not exist. Your
school record, for instance, may not be too good, yet it is an im-
portant part of your background. You should not be apologetic
about it but instead recognize that you will have a chance of a
fresh start at work.

Employers will consider other things about you too. They
will be interested to know if you have been a prefect, taken part
in sports and clubs and any out-of-school activities.
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1. cateer /ka’ ria/ n. BN £
2. ability /o' biliti/ n. f677, 4 f8
3. strength /strend/ n. 1B, EH
4. weakness /' witknis/ n. 85 B BB KB
5. physical /' fizikal/ a. of the body By B 8 YR N
6. endurance /in’ djuarans/ n. WA SJEAS S WAE
7.energy /' enad3i/ n. K1, TN sEE.BE R
8. requirement /ri’ kwaiomont/ n. BER,BE
9. range /reind3/ n. % FH HEF s QLOBK v HFIRAT sTE
10. type /taip/ n.kind or sort PGB 0 T
11. forward /' forwad/ ad. FI¥ 3% s FIRT a. FIRTHY Y HTEREY
12. marriage /' meerid3/ n. 51, 18
13. inotherhood /' madohud/ n. &5},
14. married /' meerid/ a. EIBH , RIEAW
15. independent /-indi’ pendent/ a. BLH» B 8
16. labour-saving /' leiba-seivin/ a. W H N
17. device /di’ vais/ n. BB ; F B, HE&
18. seriously /' sioriosli/ ad. FER# SAE M FEE
19. select /si' lekt/ vz, 8, Bk o. FEEHY IRFH
20. engineering )'endzi' nieriy/ n. LE%¥
21. satisfactory /:setis’ fektori/ a. & AR
22. standard /' steendad/ n. 7K F . FRHE, HLHE a. R
23. directly /di’ rektli/ ad. HEH; i, 5k
24. indirect /+indi’ rekt/a. [E3EH T B
25. detail /' di:teil/ n. small point or fact AR v R
26. typing /' taipin/ n. ¥ F
27. technical /' teknikal/ a. HEARH, TZ8
28. drawing /' droin/ ». % &, P i
29. metalwork /metlwak/ n. Z&BIML; ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁx
A 30.cookery /' kukeri/ n. art and practice of cooking Fif, Eifik
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31. thumb /8am/ n. 35 _
32. handle /' heendl/ v. ;2 , 4 T n L BE
33. column /' kolem/ n. (ﬂ)ﬂ;ﬁ»ﬁ)f?%;ﬁ"?g(Iﬁ)
34. exist /ig’ zist/ v. FEHE
35. instance /' instans/ n. example B, LH, By
A 36. background /' bakgraund/ ». ¥ &
37. apologetic /a'pole'dzetik/a. PIBXHY,H B
~38. employer /im’ploia/ . % afE
A 39. prefect /' prizfekt/ n. ﬂﬁ(ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬂﬁ%%i)
40. activity /aek’ tiviti/ ». EBhL. G 55
| Phrases and E:

1. rather than MAR

2. look forward to b8, Ay

3. grow up KX, #2

4. take something seriously WEM RS

5.on the other hand ' H—KHE

6. be all thumbs e, EFERY
7.add up IR CR & SR, 25

8. for instance. B

each with four suggested ways of answering or finishing it. Circle the let
ter next to the best answer.
1. Before choosing a career,
A) one must know one’s strong points and weak points
B) one must be informed of the world of work
C) one must know the requirements for entering the job
D) one must match oneself and a suitable field of work
2. Paragraph 3 basically tells us that
A) many girls will perhaps work longer than ha_lf of their married lives °
B) now girls like to get married when they are very young

4




C) like boys, girls should also choose a career suitable for them
D) because of so many labour-saving devices in the house, housewives
have more chances to go out to work

3. According to the writer, one’ s good command of some school subjects

A) may always be useful in one’s future work directly

B) may be useful in one’s future work directly or indirectly

C) may help one find a better career than others

D) may always have indirect value for one’s future work
4. Which is not correct among the following according to the text?

A) A boy who is good at mathematics can be a good engineer.

B) History is a subject which has not any value in a job.

C) A girl who likes English may be a good office clerk.

D) It is important to know the subjects you do well in at school.
5. As to your weaknesses .

A) it is better to face them

B) it's a good idea pretending not to see them

C) you should always think about them

D) you should recognize them as an important part of your background

6. Which of the following expressions from the text is nearest in meaning to
‘field of work’?

A) interests and abilities B)range of jobs
C)requirements D)world of work
7. Employers will take.into consideration .

A) Your strong points and weak points only
B) your past experiences only
C) your past experiences as well as your strong points and weak points
D)whether you know many other things
I . Topics for Discussion.
1. Tell briefly about the career you like to choose after graduation and why.
2. Talk about whether you agree or disagree with the author and give rea-

sons.



3. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for girls to choose a suitable ca-

reer.

Exercises

K. In each of the following sentences, one word is underlined. Select the
choice that is closest in meaning to the word.

1. Young people usually have more energy than the old.

A)physical strength* B)strong points
C)power and ability to do things D)ambitions

2. The shop can supply all your requirements.

Adneeds B)knowledge C)questions D)information
3.1t is a cheap but very effective device for catching flies.
A)method B)way C)design D)tool

4. This subject has never been taken seriously.
A)as important B)as funny

C)as different D)as correct

5. The reasons for your failure to attend the lecture are not satisfactory to
the teacher.

A)good enough to be interesting
B)good enough to be pleasing
C)good enough to be touching
D)good enough to be helpful

6. The nation has a high standard of living, of morals, of education.

Adrule B)means Cdform D)level

7. 1 handled him carefully, because he was so angry.
Adtalked with B)got on well with
C)dealt with Ddlooked after

6



8. The idea exists only in the minds of poets.
A)comes B)lives C)leaves D)starts
9. John Smith, a friend of mine, is a young man of excellent background.
A)(a person’s) family, experience and education
B) (a person's) interests, skills and education
C)(a person’s), strengths, dreams and education
D) (a person’s) energy, experience and education
10. He was apologetic for not gding to. her party.
Adangry B)eager C)responsible D)sorry
V. Fill the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the

form if necessary.

be all thumbs rather than for instance
look forward to add up prepare for

grow up pretend instead range

1. He always to understand what the teacher says in class.
2. Hope for the best and the worst.
3. She leaving the hospital wards for a holiday at home.
4. You can’ t depend on her: » she arrived late for an important
meeting yesterday.
5. He was an objective a subjective writer.
6. The company puts out a large of products.
7. What are you going to do when you ?
8. Please the long column of figures and see if the sum is correct.
9. The roast beef is all gone, so have a chop .
10. We say that we » meaning that our fingers seem to be too clum-
sy for the work.
V. Choose the right word or phrase to complete the following sentences.
Change the form if necessary.
1. job/work/career
1)She chose a on the stage.

2)He has a as a cook.



3)Machines do much of the formerly done by man.
2. match/suit/fit

1)These shoes don’t me-—-have you got a larger size?
2)Red and black are colours that don’t me well.
3)The colour of the shirt does not that of the coat.

3. 1)speak/speak of
A)We have never heard Mr. Smith his dead son.
B)Besides English, he can . several other foreign languages.
2)hear /hear of .
A)I listened carefully, but still couldn’t anything.
B)They started out to cross the Sahara in a saloon car, and have not been

since.

3)know /know of
Al Mr. White, but I do not him personally.
B)A person is by the company he keeps.

Vi. Study the phrasal verbs below and then complete the following sentences
with them. Change the form if necessary.
look after— take care of ‘
look back——return in one’s thoughts
look down on/upon——consider as inferior
look for——try to find
look forward to—— expect with pleasure
look into——examine
look out——be careful
look to——rely on
look up-—seek information about
look up to——respect
LI you don’t do your duty, people will you.
2. He was still a leading member of the local organization, much
for%‘is war experience.
3.1am seeing my old friend.
4.Don’t worry. 'l your house while you’ re on your trip.
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