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Abstract

Rationalism takes a dominating position in western intellectual
tradition. It is the intellectual outcome of human endeavour in
probing into the natural laws and laws for social development.
Rationalism has taken a leading postion in western intellectual
tradition since modern times. It has given birth to modern political
system of democracy, with its world outlooks and methodology
penetrating into the fundamental principles of modern politics of
democracy.

Rationalism also has great impact on other human intellectual
activities, news communication included. The significance in
essence of news communication is dwelled upon in light of the
mental orientation of rationalism; the moral validity is discussed in
light of the morality of rationalism; the mechanism of news
communication in reflecting and understanding the world is probed
into in light of epistemology of rationalism. In short, the internal

operating principles of news communication are being explored
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based on the laws exposed by rationalism. Rationalism becomes a
value axis for evaluating the validity and rationality of media
development.

The consititution of modern political system of democracy not
only comes out of experiences but rational principles. The
fundamental principles established in theories and practices of
politics based on rational mentality, such as the legality of political
power, the validity of political power orientation, constitutional
governance, power balances and protection of the minority, are in
essence political rationality. If such political rationality exists in
political theories and practices, rational mentality and rational
principles are inevitably found in media theories and practices. In
latter domain, the corresponding principles are supposed to be called
media rationality, which is represented in forms of media political
rationality, media cultural rationality and media economic
rationality.

Media political rationality develops and springs up in the power
play of politics and media. Media political rationality first manifests
itself in people’s free speech and thoughts. The underlying value for
media esistence is that people are able to air their ideas and opinions
via media, with which people can stretch themselves out, develop
themselves as individuals and become more enthusiastic in truth
discovery and the spiritual freedom of human beings are revealed in
the process. Second, media political rationality manifestes itself in

construction of public opinions. Public opinions, rights and appeals,




the foundation of democratic politics take forms when people resort
to media.

Media cultural rationality is another important aspect of media
rationality. In recent years, media cultural rationality has become
conspicuous as the rises of media gradually replace folk culture and
officially orthodox culture becomes the paradigm for mainstream culture
in society. Media cultural rationality in history has been constantly
distorted, with the sustaining threat of mass tastes and consumerism.
Media culture is warped into propaganda culture in warring times. In
both history and reality, media culture is degraded to power culture,
achievement raving culture or subjugation culture, with media tightly
attached to Nazism, totalitarianism and feudalism of various forms. The
core to the creation of media culture is its spiritual values, which are to
be in conformity with the value orientation of human beings and the
historical rationality of world’s development. Modern media are
supposed to have such spiritual values for priority and take the great
mission of transmitting, revamping and reconstruction of humanity.

Media rationality manifests itself in media economy and market
rationality as well. The newly forthcoming media industry is one of
the categories in social economic activities, which denies the
possibility of media activities deviating from the general market
principles and sets the prerequisite of free market and competition.
Free market has a unique function of dividing power. As a special
industry of spiritual products bound with rights and obligations,

media industry plays an significant role in diversifying economy. A
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