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On the Modern Significance of Buddhist Humanism Based on Agamasutra

By Jue Xing, Shanghai Jade Buddha Temple

Abstract; Agamasutra is so voluminous, with many chapters and sections, that it seems confused
and disordered. While the sutra is permeated with the main idea of the concerns for the life and the
moral integrity, centered on which the sutra depicts the whole life activities of Buddha, elaborates
Philosophy of Buddhism and proposes the behavior ethics for the people. The contents of the sutra
consist of all the Buddhas teachings without leaving out anything so that people can reckon themselves
and the true value of life can materialized through their unremitting efforts, which is the theme of
Agamasutra and the original intention of Buddha. Today, the purpose of our propaganda on “ Worldly
Buddhism” is to further develop the humanism of Buddha and strive for the improvement and integrity
of the humanity moral. On the basic view of the humanism of Agamasutra, the essay considers that the
significance of Buddhism in the present society can be embodied by the following six aspects, which
are to understand non — personality on basis of Pratitya - samutpada, to be magnanimous after getting

rid of the ego concepts, to be merciful and compassionate through practicing the disciplines of the



=2 5 wr B % (2008)

Bodhisattva, to treat all living beings as equality with a gratitude heart, to promote social peace with
pleasure in doing good and to improve the construction of harmonious society in different respeets.

Key words: Agamasutra, Buddhism, Humanism, Buddha
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