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Rough, Plain, Modest and Persistent

——Li Zheng Ou and his Paintings(Preface)

In Guilin, a land of South China, the sparkling Li River has been flowing on quietly for ages
amidst the speechless peaks.

Below the Lotus Peak, an old painter in his several tens of years cultivation on the chinese
paintings takes up the rough, plain, modest and persistent life and road of art.

Viewing the beartiful hills and waters in all directions, Li Zheng—ou though lives in the town
Yang Shou of hills and waters, yet with incredible exception he has chosen the painting of flowersand
birds as his lifelong pursuance, in particular the painting of plum,orchid,bamboo and crysanthemum
which has been consummated in art by many great masters of all times. Though he has not yet
exclaimed to “beat the past” , his boldness is realty, admirable.

why?

it’s hard to understand why if one doesn’t know Li Zheng—ou's life experience, behaviour
personatity and pursuance.

Different life of different era may bring about the painters the knowledge of different depth and
braodness of life. The sentiments and passions of the painters can also be reposed defferently. The
subjects though repeated by many masters of generations can be represented defferently by different
painters. Creation from reiteration needs boldness and profoundness.

Li Zheng—ou loves to paint plums. The poem written by the patriotic poet Lu You, which reads

“despising snow and wind it is ever more stern, it shows the most courageous over other flowers
alone.” has pinpointed properly the hardships of Li Zheng—ou’s life experience and road of art. He
was born in the disaster stricken old china tangled in warfare. Struggling to survive under the iron
hoof of the foreign invasion and the corrupt dictatorship of the old chinese regime, during which he
had finished the on—and —off study at the Guangxi Provincial Art School and joined the
revolutionary army enthusiastically and desired to display his talent in it, he was relentlessly purged
by the utra—left trend of thought, and was ridden with unredressed injustice and great disgrace. As
a result of holding the cow’s whip and spade instead of painting brush all day long his hands were
of thick callosity. The open—door reformation like the spring wind has enabled Li Zheng—ou, the
aged old tree, to burst into new bloom. His passion, inspiration, talent and energy flows out like the
uncontrolled water. He goes all out into art creation, and joins in all kinds of exhibition with his his
massive art works issued on all kinds of magazins at various levels. He was invited to visit Japan
and the United States. What “a plum that only fragrances the bitter cold” ! No wonder when you
open the collection of his art works what may flash into your eyes is the red, white, thin, angry and

happy plums. Didn’t he paint the plume or he himself obviously.
Li Zheng—ou likes to paint orchid. The elegance can be demonstrated in a few simple strokes

due to his sentiments and profound attainment. It is far from courageous for the shallow vulgarian
to paint the orchid as a saying goes in the chinese painting “all one’s lifetime is needed for the orchid
and only half as much for the bamboo” . Just as he reposes his passion in his poem to praise the
orchid. “Pure orchid in nature is mated with mist and cloud in the woods. Never attempts to vie in
beauty but remains fragrance with stones and stream. A lone flower admiring its own fragrance. A



quiet sigh is heard far and wide. Some of the painters today with a little fame would squeeze into big
cities, some even attempting abroad so as to show off their nostalgia of the past and evasiveness in
seclusion and be aloof from politics and material pursuits in red lanterns and green wine (debaaucher
y). On the contrary, it never bothers Li Zheng—ou about the fame and gain upon becoming well —
known but he persists in the plain and simple life and the prrsuit of art, and still lives in Yangshou
where he was born and bred. From his consistent loyalty, purity, honesty, sincerety and simplicity you
can hardly find a fingerprint of modern life in him. He continues his rice wine with saulty water
peanut in addition to the upgrading of cigaret from “Zhong Shan” to “Red Plum” .

Li Zheng—ou is good at bamboo painting. He paints the windy, rainy, old and new bamboos
What really makes him so well—known is the huge bainted in vigour and straightness which also
symbolizes the awe-inspiring righteousness in hin spring of art. I've never seen him demonstrating
myself, yet judging from the effect of the appearance it must be painted with the composed brushes
dipped skillfully in the ink and skimming on the paper, thus taking the lead in bamboo painting, that
Li Zheng—ou is the founder of “Guilin Bamboo” , no one would be opposed to it. After becoming
famous Li Zheng—ou remains very modest and easy going just like the gentle breeze from the
bamboo groves beloved and respectful. As it is written in his poem in praise of bamboo, “it is
reghteous as well as modest forever; worth admiring by poets from generation to generation, it never
complains to be grown on the thin soil; not even be afraid of being attacked by snow and frost with
age”

Tao Yuan—ming loves crysanthemum and praises it. Li Zheng—ou loves crysanthemum and
paints it. Recently the boneless crysanthemum panted on the primary color paper breaks a new path
As he wrote, “not to play with the Spring like hundred other flowers, but to decorate the autumn
unrestrainedly. The slim nature in the frost maintains integrity in its tater years; a clean fragrance
wafts from the sincling flowers. From the poem it embodies his respect for the unconventional
gracefulness. The willful crysanthemum cares only its fragrance not the lime light. the shocking
effect is nothing but the quiet path of life and the attitude of art. The man coutd be crysanthemum
so as crysanthemum be man. His art works can be personatized as his pensonality can be materiat
ized. The free hand brush work in traditional Chinese painting of flowers and birds has entered into
the peak and backed against the sea with not much room for inprovement. The prerequisite
precondition in the depth of painting should be based on the painter’s personality, far reaching
attainment and comprehension. As being the junior I admire the achievements of Li Zheng—ou today
as the counterpart I wish him strive ahead in his later years and be unconventional and pursuit the
life of art endlessly and broaden and deepen the aesthetic standards and furth his achievements.

Huang Gesheng in Nanning, May,1,1992.
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23 The Lotus and Green Birds 69X 46 1991  «cexeeenermeuemmemuemneeneeuneenernaeeernerseriarsaeeneenees 23
g1 The Fraprapioe TOSAREHL TOPL  «on semmmsn vwnsn n vomusrs swsms v sagavs sy ESsens Sumirs s Suuses Vsiisss pRmsss Sy 24
25 The Moon Light Illuminates unger the Pines 79X49cm 1991 -ceevveeemeriiriniini. 25
26 The Bamboo Shadow 100X53cm 1001  sess sswsuss sssvns s sovans caosons iasosss dis0mn s pusmnn snnnons camons s snsaues 2%
27 To Keep Company with Cold Winter 127 X68Cm 1991 ««rserrrrreeeeaeeaaeeeaaaaainaiinaeiaaaeeeeaeee 27
28 Old Pine 134X B9CIN 1991  ceeeeeemrermmemmetuetteet ettt ett et e et et e e e et ee e e et e eaeeaaeaanans 28
29 Three Durable Plants of Winter 138 X 69CI 1991  ««eveerreenennernerueeuaemnermaeranemeerersaesnernnens 29
30 Beautiful Shadow in Lotus Pool 135X 72CII 1991  «-ceecererneensenneeneeunemneennereeserunrsaesneennes 30
31 Red PIUmS 139X B8CII 1001  «vveeerernnmuntmneunetutu ettt et et et ea e e en e et et eeneineenaeaaanans 31
32 Cold Winter Picture 106X 181CI 1992 -« eneernrunemnmuntnnein et ettt et et eaeeieeteeneenerneraaanans 39
33 PRed and White Plums 09X 50cm L1O8T s ssswsns sussss svenans sissns s soisnss b xons 48555 5 465bs abns o vnmnrn s oo 33
34 Cool Fragrance 138X69CIM 1992  «rrreeeereessmmmmmmmtitiitteeeeta sttt et e e e e e s e s 34
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Red Plums and Singing Birds 68X 44CIM ««-c-scssereersesroteeraesnnitienienisetteesienaneetessionntsssns 35
Autumn Chysanthemum and Singing Dirds 68X 39cm 1991 «-veeeeesvrreeessmreemmiimieiiiiieiniens 36
A Heart of Welcoming Spring 49X 34Cm 1992 «+++-ssvvvrrmmreeeertemmmmiiiiiiiiiiiniinreeee e 37
Beautiful Flowers and Full Moon 69X 45Cm 1991  +rssessseeeeerrrrmmmnnnmmeeeeeemmmnninneeeereeiennnaenes 38
The Sparse Willows 69X46CIM 1091  -c-sceerrsersonnerssessanersssssssntesssssssssnsesssssssssnntesssssannes 39
Falling Flowers 38X50Cm. 1992 s«ssessssssescsnasssassssnnsassassansesssassssanssssssssssssssssassssnsnsssssosnons 40
White Plums and Green Bamboos 36 X450 1992 ««eeevrrrmmnrremunermmeeriieereineraieerenaerannnns 41
Beautiful Fence and Spring Water 100X53Cm 1991  +sveeeeeesesrmmrerersmmmmnieeeeeniiiieeee e, 49
Welcoming Spring of Happiness 105X68Cm 1991  «ereeererurrreeeeemmmmmmeeeeiniiiiiiees e 43
The Leafs understand Autumn 103X 320 1991  ««eecevvreermnermmmtemmnemmmmaeemueeraaerrieeeraeeennes 44
Ploe avdl siane 181 X000 U] cxmeme nmmrs vussne s s posms passses Sums pasrs e pises s sk 45
Autumn Chysanthemum 100X53CIm 1991  ---ssveeeeeesereessasnnnnrneeteteeetessensnnisnsneniestiieeeeeess 46
Pink Plums 100565300 100  ews vosmnnnmmas onnomms nonmnn somai s s siiss s 65055 585505 4905.55 SR5IRA §S4RAHH 443885 b 47
A Warm Clean Day 96X52CIm 1991 «ceereeesuerrerrensasnerrssnssteesiassssenteessssssnnnessiosssssnniessssns 48
A Passenger Vessel Pass Through the New Bamboos and Green Trees 68x40cm 1992 ----- 49
Together with Interesting 80X 50CT 1991 veereermmmeerenuniiiiiiiiiiitiiiiitiiiiii ittt iee i 50
Black Bamboo and White Plums 80X 50CIm 1991  «eeseeerreenterusrmmreunemmemmueerueerseeenieraensannss 51
Double Quiet Pictiure TOXA4em 1991  ssee o cossun susnnesusanes somns cannns s vasers penssss sxsssns sovnans susmome sos 52
Sincere and Modest 605¢100cm 1907  sesss connss smnuss avvans ssmsnes sonesss svonse s exivns susunins ssebans ssnses s 53
Bamboo 8B XTOCH JGTGL  «o-ecorunsinrmnns ousuns vonsns nomesen onsvas anssss asson sxanmas snshas sis5oas s59555 KE5HSRS 1457 54
Informing the Spring 100X 60CIM 1992 «+eeesssvrereeesssrrurrersnnnurteteriiiuiteresiiatees s 55
Using the Brush to Paint the Sprlng Wind 78/46cm TO92 ceveeiiniii e 56
White Jade 80X50CIM 1991 --eeesvevrerereeeeesreeesaiirsirmnreeesessessssssssnssenesssesesssssssassassssssssnsnses 57
The Flowers in the Spring Raining 80 X50cm 1992  «eeeerrrrrmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiiiiinneneeeeeeeee 58
The Firm Will like Sharp Bamboo 186X 101Cm 1990 -+++ceessvereessummeerasummissaiuueesiinnnennninees 59
To Depart Early for Welcoming the Spring 168 X101cm 1992  -cceeeeeremrcrereeremermniniienee. 60
White Jade and Clean Ice 138, /769Cm 1992  +svrverrrerreeeessesssssssossssuenenneesssssssssssssssssssnnes 61
Orchid Baiiboo and Stofie 1385¢60¢t 1000 sus conessvusnums vopwes susmus sommurs vasawss sossses pressss vuavams o 62
The Slim Bamboo 102X 35cm 1000  swssessmmsssammies cwsus sovmsss osammn sawsss sanesns ssasass s xawrss sEaesvess 63
The Wind and Snow Sound 110X 40Cm 1990  ««ceeseernrerneerumeemerruaeruarrnarrrieeriersasrsssuennes 64
Pink Flowers in the Dew 80X50CIm 1991 +-srssmsserssssssnsserasssrsnerssnsasesrasansesocnsvesoosssesssasnnss 65
One Beauty alone under the Falling Flowers 84X52cm 1988 «eoecererenrreanrnnmerirenieieeeneinnn 66
The Firm Museles and Bones Get by the Harder Experience 89x48cm 1986  ----eeeeeeeereeeee 67
Singing Birds After Raining 69X 69Cm 1991 ««eeeeesrsrrrereermimireeniiiiiiiininiiiiee e 68
Bamboos 685¢4dom  TOOL v sesven savmmns samus s sncsns sisninns sovons o inoios dasns's s 5a5s5 S Famsvs E53amwes Ivawaes sansesus 69
White Snow and Silver Mountain 59X 78CIM 1991  «reeerererrunreerrrumeeremmiineerriiineerranaaaareaees 70
The Jade Bone and Ice Musele 80X50Cm 1991  «eeererereerrerereneaninereneeesaneeseneensennsascncensessss 71
The Nobility of Character 80X50CI 1991 ««eeeuvreeesnreeersmeeemimreriiiiieiiiies st 792

Green Bamboos and SparrOWS 96X35Cm 1992 ............................................................... 73
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