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Preface

When you travel with foreign friends, come across a foreigner on the tour, or meet foreign
colleagues after getting back to work from a trip, have you ever felt it difficult to carry on your
conversations because you can’t find an appropriate topic or you don’t know enough expres-
sions?

If your answer is “yes”, Talking with Foreigners about Travel will serve as an icebreaker
when you talk to foreigners. It can address the problems and help you enjoy great conversations.

This book consists of 50 popular topics in 10 chapters, namely Touring Around, Natural
Scenery, Places of Historical Interests, City Sightseeing, Food and Drinks, Having Fun, Shop-
ping, Travel Stories, DIY Tour and Travel Is Part of Life. It covers almost every part of travel
with a focus on communicating with foreigners. Under each topic there are two interesting and
informative dialogues. “Words Storm & Phrases” are listed for each topic while “Background
Information” is provided for you in an interesting and practical manner. Meanwhile, this book
goes with an MP3 CD-ROM read by native experts, whose standard pronunciation will defi-
nitely improve your listening comprehension skills.

Each topic in the book is independent of the others. You can find the most interesting ones
to study first rather than work through the book in order. After choosing a topic, it is recom-
mended to say a few sentences about it before reading new words and phrases. After learning
the key words and phrases, you can read through the dialogues or practice them with your part-
ners by role playing to have fun. You can review the words and phrases every several days and
try to make up a new dialogue on your own. If the book can be used in this way, you can get the
most out of it to improve your English proficiency and be able to have pleasant conversations
with foreigners.

I wish to acknowledge my co-author Ms. Mary Kay, an expert at English teaching, for
her support and encouragement. Also, I’'m grateful to Mr. Anthony Johnson who has proofread
the whole book and made many constructive comments. Finally, I would like to thank all my
friends who have spent lots of time and energy on the book.

Hopefully, this book will help you have some great conversations with foreigners and al-

low you to have fun learning English.

Editor
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Touring Around

IR ENR

Shangri-La
s ML

Useful Expressions

1. The two-month summer vacation is just : 1. RIMNBRERRTENSRT .
around the corner.

2. EMIBARBERRLLE, RIBAFBEIEL
X TEWESTE.

3.AEBP, BR—THWXAENDE, &
ICHRBERX TS, BRXTICEE.

2. Since the book was published, many people
have searched for that mysterious valley.

3. It was described as a mystical and harmo-
nious valley, which would leave a lasting
impression on those who found it.

4. X BB TRELREIM TS0 |

5. B8R ‘PP XTBFERBPHMIU “&
BEA”, MESNKRENBPOEA

4. It's a dreamland for tourists!

5. “Zhongdian” is called Shangri-La in the Ti-
betan language and its landscape is similar

to the depiction in the book. RABIL.
6. We visited the magnificent Tiger Leaping ; 6. (IS S ITMBIEKIX, & THEH=
Gorge to see the river’s raging water rapids. BYTR.

7. RYLBARSHKR , LEMBABTKE.

7.1 can say without exaggeration that it's an
earthly paradise.

8. I AR B A, BEileEE.
9. RARIUEIINEBRBRBRPEVERAM

8. They lead a peaceful and religious life there.

9. | found their life was not as mysterious as |

had imagined. .
10. | ate lots of yak meat cooked in different § 10. 312 5 RZABEUABNESFAR, BB S
ways and drank hot buttered tea that tasted ;  PUREIERHZR, ERBBN S

great!
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(Rebecca meets her Canadian classmate, Daniel, on campus.)

Daniel:

Rebecca:

Daniel:

Rebecca:

Daniel:

Rebecca:

Rebecca:

Daniel:

Rebecca:

Rebecca:

Daniel:

Rebecca:

Hi, Rebecca! The two-month summer vacation is just around the corner. Are you go-
ing to go someplace?

Yes, I’m going to Shangri-La with a bunch of friends.

Shangri-La? Where is it?

It’s in Yunnan Province in southern China, but in fact, other places such as Sichuan
Province, Tibet and Bhutan have also claimed they have a valley like Shangri-La.
How is that?

It is a fictional place described in the 1933 novel Lost Horizon by a British author.
Since the book was published, many people have searched for that mysterious valley.
What does it look like according to the book?

It was described as a mystical and harmonious valley, which would leave a lasting im-
pression on those who found it: fresh clean air, fluffy white clouds in the blue sky and
breathtakingly beautiful landscape where honest and unsophisticated local people live.
Wow! It’s a dreamland for tourists! No wonder many places have called themselves
Shangri-La to attract visitors.

That’s true. A few years ago, the Yunnan provincial government changed the name of
its Zhongdian County to Shangri-La and proclaimed it to the whole world.

Is Zhongdian County the real Shangri-La valley as described in the novel?

Many people believe so, because “Zhongdian” is called Shangri-La in the Tibetan lan-
guage and its landscape is similar to the depiction in the book.

That sounds interesting. I’m sure you’ll enjoy your trip!

Thanks!

(AE U RAEAL I B3 T b K Rl 7 /R, )

FRAR: WRF, BTSRRI A BT, REET 2177592

AR, AN LA -BEEREA,

D: FHEHHI? 7EWR?

R EFEEREMAZEE, ALHLAE T, BRI, PGS ER 5 T8
WARUT AR ERATE,

D: [BEARIXFNE?

R 1933 4F, —fIREERE T —ALN QHAKHTFLY K4, BhEET - E
RN TS AABEARHRLAR, REAHEEEIFHIEIHHIETAS,

D: AR S HX T ReAT AT RIWE?

R: ZEHH, BE—THBIXAENTA. FRERIIX T, MEAZSEE.
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PR, BEMRK ERERAAR, NRIEHERE, 7E8EEEERLENY
LA

D: MK, XFIRMEEAAR ORI MEREIX AL RO T AR H OB B, X
AT LAZ RS W T .

R: B, JUERT, mMABUFRTRAEMNETEN T EE RN, HFHASMFHLE
THEH,

D: hEEMENTENEENTEREENG?

R: FEANALE, BN “hf” XTEFEREFRM “EgEA", mHLr e

FAA5 o R ARARAEL
D: WrRIRA RS FARGERIRITI —E 2RI LI,
R: R,

(Daniel is talking with Rebecca about her trip to Shangri-La.)

Daniel: Hello, Rebecca! You’ve come back. How was your trip?

Rebecca: It was wonderful. We flew to Kunming first, and then went to Lijiang by bus. On our
way from Lijiang to Shangri-La, we visited the magnificent Tiger Leaping Gorge to
see the river’s raging water rapids.

Daniel: I heard Shangri-La was called the “Garden of Eden”. Is it really that beautiful?

Rebecca: Yes, it’s the most beautiful place I’ve ever seen. I can say without exaggeration that
it’s an earthly paradise.

Daniel: What’s there to see?

Rebecca: Hundreds of snow-capped mountains, numerous rivers and lakes, and boundless rich
grassland with grazing cattle and horses.

Daniel: That sounds like a move setting. Are there many Tibetan people there?

Rebecca: Yes, most residents are Tibetans, but there’re also people of other ethnic groups. They
lead a peaceful and religious life there. We got to visit a Tibetan family and learned
some local customs.

Daniel: There must be many temples in Shangri-La.

Rebecca: Yes, you’re right. One of them is called Songzanlin Temple. It’s the largest Tibetan
Buddhist temple in Yunnan.

Daniel: Did you see lamas?

Rebecca: Yes, I certainly did. They are very friendly and some of them are quite young. I found
their life was not as mysterious as I had imagined. They also eat, work and watch TV
like ordinary people. Many of them have cell phones!

Daniel: Really? I can’t imagine a lama talking on the Nokia. Did you taste the indigenous Ti-

3
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betan food?
Rebecca: Yes, I ate lots of yak meat cooked in different ways and drank hot buttered tea that
tasted great!

(FHE/RAEFNTE W -F It A A i B2 il )

FRR: B, AR, RERT! RITEARE?

WA RERISF. AT CHLERRIRI, RFLREE T, AL A B #
L, BAISWTHAME R, & T8RS R,

TS A AR “RERE", ANAIBAERG?

R, ARRRATHBFEAHTT AT AZEAS KB, ABEBRE A KA,

AREEA M AL ERIHTT?

MEA L TAEATEEM L, BOREFERAENE, —2ERMERERE, 4

JLANG, LR &,

D WrESRIFER R RN, AREARZE A G ?

R: I, KZHH G RAEERURA , W RA HALRIKIA . AIIFEAR R E —Fh-F

AEMIAN, BOESAT —DRIRERE, T T L1 XUE

A EARE T Y

R, PRUEHIBCEE . HA A — N IMBRARSE, Rz i i K A A BB

PR K T 152

URER T ATEMRALF, BILDERER, REAIMAITNEFRARER T

AR p0HB, AAIFIIER A—HF, WBIZR, T/E. BHRfl, M0124PREABAFH

D: HMG? FEMERA N — WK EE G FHITHRIERMA AT, IRRZET 4
Hu PR 2

R: ZWI, IKIZTIRZAFRMEEIES A, BT HRRMERHZT, ERFEHR T

s
ity ‘

“FA BN, T I 1933 4K B DK AT A R H DN BLGHE K BT A F,
R—BA Pty L, MPEZENERAEYDENHTAEFEN FRAS PR T —
Y, Emmom R, “FREL —HRBKPANEE, b CFHBEA” &, ERKR
NEPHERAT AR EGENNER. BRERREANITIRT FMELM “FHREH",

FHEHGTURE “FaE". “HAKE". “‘LEA” REHE. b TARRKE KM
R T2 R, B B R A At SRR R e B

FREDNMTZEETELPHE, )|, BAZARE, HABEROEE, ZHERE
HR-AAFALAHTERYG BRAEST REER X% L, — DU EN EK, BRI,
KREFEHE, FHENFH “BLARE". “SHEHIE". “AELBIE" HEHK. A
REFHABABIATISNE, THRKEKREANER P AER, WEREN, FHEL
EEELRBERE 24N, RP RN ELNABES LATAA, BBk, e, 2HE44%,
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Words Storm
claim v. SR
fictional «dj. FRFEHY
mysterious /. FBHNEY
mystical adj. 3HAY, FIBIWNE
harmonious adj. FHESEY
flufly adj. E2RE0
landscape . MR, RE
unsophisticated =/, EB4URY, EHHFREY
dreamland . 2315 :
proclaim v. F588, B
magnificent /. Z2FH563, AEWEY
raging adj. JHFHED
snow-capped ad;. LI FHE SN
graze v fEEM FIZEE
indigenous adj. 3BT, 4iIEY
yak . ¥E4-

Phrases
be around the corner B{&Z3I5E

abunch of X&), AHLEY

‘5 leave a lasting impression on 45+ 88 TR /A BUENS:

E breathtakingly beautiful 2811 AKX

®
X
X

Garden of Eden BP0
an earthly paradise A [BJR&E

:
%
3
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Qufu: Birthplace of Confucius

LIS

Useful Expressions

1. Confucianism is a philosophy that has had a
significant influence upon the Chinese people.

2. There're three main teachings that are ad-
mired: “Ren”, “Yi", and “Li".

3. “Ren” means kindness. Benevolence, human-
ity and love should be practiced.

4."Yi” means righteousness: the right conduct,
morality and duty.

5. The teachings of “Li" refer to the rules of eti-
quette.

6. In a word, Confucianism teaches people to be
nice, respectful and love each other.

7. The most famous sights there are the Con-
fucius Temple, Confucian Forest, the cemetery
for Confucius and his descendants and the
Confucius Family Mansion.

8. The Confucius Temple is the principal place for
worshipping Confucius.

9. Confucius is China’s greatest educator and
sage.

10. Is the Confucius Family Mansion the place
where his descendants lived?

11. It's really an adventure to explore.

1. BER—PBZEBR, WPEANEI
FEK.

2L BEFREBES=PENARS : L.
X, %be

3.0 RIEER. BREBEIANANIN
Y& 20BN, FEEEESIE
8,

4“7 BISIEE, RN, AN
TAER, EREH, BFRIBYS.

5. “¢L” BiR=H8TFAAN.

B8, HER-RILL.
1. REBRRIEEEB. AIMAILFT .
Hop, MBI FREFIVE,

8. BRI TERIZM.

i

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 6.82, BEMZHBANIBER, 818
1

1

1

1

i

1

1

1

1 9. FRIPERBAHBR, HEN X
)

1 10. LR B3 S IBH BV 7505 ?

1. 2NN —B LR TSTE.



(Jack is an American boy studying in Beijing. One day he comes across his Chinese classmate,
Kate, in the bookshop.)

Jack:
Kate:
Jack:
Kate:

Jack:
Kate:
Jack:

Kate:
Jack:

Kate:

Jack:

Kate:

Jack:
Kate:

Jack:

Kate:

Jack:
Kate:

Jack:

Kate:

Hello, Kate! What book are you reading?

It’s about Confucius and Confucianism.

When did you begin to have interest in religion?

Oh, Jack, Confucianism is not a religion. It is a philosophy that has had a significant
influence upon the Chinese people. It’s about the proper behavior and duties that make
a harmonious society. I’ve always been interested in it, so I decide to go visit Qufu,
the birthplace of Confucius, next weekend.

Ah, you’re doing some research on it before you leave.

Yes. That way I can get the most out of the trip.

I’ve heard people talking about Confucius’ thoughts a lot. What exactly is his philoso-
phy?

There’re three main teachings that are admired: “Ren”, “Yi”, and “Li”.

Oh, Kate! You know my Chinese is not good enough to understand them. Could you
please explain a little?

Sure. First, “Ren” means kindness. Benevolence, humanity and love should be prac-
ticed.

Does that mean people should be kind to each other?

Exactly, especially the rulers should be kind to their subjects.

That makes sense. What about the other two aspects?

“Yi” means righteousness: the right conduct, morality and duty. The teachings of “Li”
refer to the rules of etiquette. Confucius advocated people acting like gentlemen by
being aware of their superiors and inferiors.

That sounds really complicated!

Yes, but if you read some of his sayings, you’ll find them simple to understand and
full of wisdom. '

Such as?

To love others; to have filial respect for parents; or not to do to others what you would
not want yourself; rule by moral example instead of force and violence.

OK, so in a word, Confucianism teaches people to be nice, respectful and love each
other.

Yes, you’re right.
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Ase: fREF, B! R ATNE?
AU B AR T TFIMREN B,
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K:

AR TR P RN

X T X
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X T X N

VRAT A BHETF SR XS SR B BR T 7

ANv, MFEHLARRERZH, MEMEEEE, XHEANPRAERE K, ¥
FERPEANI Y28 15, AE LS, X EME. R BRI
LB, FTLETHE T REL TSRS HREER.

PR MRAEAE R RT, S RT0R, 27

W, XA REAEIGE T A B E L AR,

REw i AL 788, MrEFEEE Rt 2%

AR EEAS = HMAR L, X, L.

M, HURE! IRXARAHERA AL, WAL, REARMRMRG?

B, EAE, 7 RIEER. MEBEUCAAIE YR, EAREL, HEAHE
FHIREA

WU N Z BB S FEEAHAL, B, 252

X RHARFEEEF TR,

X, AR5 SNPITT T 2R A NE?

“XTORARIEH, Bt AT YT NIER, BN, B TRELS., ‘47
RN M FAL . LTI, ANIROZERE A CRS6, Hifr, ARG RIGHE,
MR, IXWTERAE T

RARER, ARSI TFHNEATEN, RRKGASEMR T, XLIFE
FEW TR

WA 245 & :

R CERNT, FHAEE, “THAK, IHETA", “LMEBRA" FE,

RAGET , B2, MEMEEFAIEER, BHEMH, FHFERFE0L.

W, — R

(During the class break, Kate is talking with Jack about her trip to Qufu.)
Jack: What are the main attractions in Qufu?
Kate: I think the most famous sights there are the Confucius Temple, Confucian Forest, the

cemetery for Confucius and his descendants and the Confucius Family Mansion.

Jack: Did you visit all of them?

Kate: I certainly did. They are all amazing!

Jack: What is the Confucius Temple used for nowadays?

Kate: It’s the principal place for worshipping Confucius. Although there’re temples in many

8
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other places in China, the one in Qufu is the largest. A magnificent ceremony is held
there each year.

Jack: I once saw a program about it on TV. The procedures were very elaborate.

Kate: Yes, that’s true. Confucius is China’s greatest educator and sage, so people honor his
memory with these ceremonies.

Jack: Tell me more about the Confucian Forest.

Kate: It is really a cemetery for Confucius and his 100,000 descendants who were buried
there over a period of about 2,000 years. It is a forest with big mature trees and many
small roads curving through it.

Jack: That’s amazing! Besides tombs and trees, is there anything else there?

Kate:  Yes, there’re lots of temples, pavilions, towers, halls, steles and bigger than life-size
statues of guardians in front of Confucius’ tomb. They make the cemetery a peaceful
and pleasant scenic spot.

Jack: Is the Confucius Family Mansion the place where his descendants lived?

Kate: Yes, it is, but no one lives there now. It’s a museum-like maze of 450 rooms where the
home furnishing, cultural and historical relics are displayed. It’s really a huge architec-
tural complex made up of large reception halls for important officials, living quarters,
courtyards and work places. It’s really an adventure to explore.

Jack: Wow! I'd like to see that.

AR, BURFIEERIZR St A il B 2 iR, )

A5  BRAH AFEH?

zM%%%mEﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁ MR T . Hf, SRR T RE TS,
b = HTTRER R T G

Ko AW, BT
i BAESLRER T AR
K fLUBRERATHEESF, BRTEFSHITHRAILE, EihR20T6HL2ER

K. FFFEARSTEARE A/ TRA IR,

BA-XEBM LB TRILKMN, RBAEKESRT!

K BN, LFRETEEERMEER, WEH “EAN”, FFUAMNBEITX LR K
28,
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