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FORWARD

Two years ago, | made a trip to Russia in winter. The day before leaving St. Petersburg, I wanted to visiy the "Avrora” cruiser
which was in service during the bombarding of the Winter Palace. Unfortunately. it happened o be a Sunday. The navy guard told
us. "Ivis holiday today and no visitors are allowed. " Like hundreds of other disappointed foreign iourists present, we also thought it a
pity. Thanks to our young interpreter, who was quick-witted, pointing at me, and said 1o the guard, "He iy a Chinese, from Luda. the

Vice Mayor of Dalian where Lushwnkou is located...”, the guard. surprised. then went o make a call. Soon, came the captain. We.

anly we, from Dalian got aboard under the guidance of the caprain. Never had I thought that we could benefit from association with
Lushunkou in Russia thousands of kilometers away front China.
In fact, Lushunkow is known and familiar not only to Russians but also to Japanese. For nearly a decade since 'was in office

as Vice Mayor, 1 have met with quite a number of Japanese friends who once visited or staved in Lushunkore. They talked about the

past of Lushun just like telling off their family treasures. Neverthele: v knew equally as liotle about Lushun today as the
Russians. Whenever they talked abour Lushun, there was always a strong senye of nostalgia; whenever I gave them some wieas of
present Lushunkou, it would arouse in them some burning desires for a visit. 1 could only decline their strong requests owing 1o the
national regulations. At those moments. 1 often thought how wonderful it would be of a pictorial of Lushunkow’s past and present
could be presented in front of them. It, at least, could satisfy their desire as the sight of plums can quench their turst

My wish has been fulfilled by the pictorial "Lushunkou" co-edited by Ms. Yang Daoli and My, Lu Tongju. It has conributed to
the reform and opening 1o the owside world and satisfy the desive of towrists from both China and abroad. It really kills two birds
with one stone. 1 fully appreciared it. Bur ar the same time there came some extra work for me as Ms Yang and Mr. Lu wrote o me

asking for a forward to the pictorial. They said that the forward could vary in length. but must be done. Being fully engaged i daily

routine, how could 1 settle down 1o it? Evenif I could manage to make time in spite of the busy schedude, stll, 1 jelt it beyone iy
ability to do it since the theme was so peculiar. Ithought of giving it up, but was afraid thar they wouldn't agree.

Ms. Yang Daoli can be ranked with talented women in the lirerary circle. Though a lady. for several tines she has the avdacity
in directing large performances of entertainment for the opening ceremonies of Dalian Fashion Festival and she hay successfully
maneuvered a large number of participants. Mr. LuTongju, ordinary as he is, is so much attached o photography that he could
never trade it for anvthing. In the past decade, he has been working hard at it and won quite a few awards. But what he impresses me

iy not the prizes or bonus that he ob

Now that Ms. Yang hus edited

I, but the ing willpower he has shown in photographing
the literature for the pictorial and Mr. Lu has taken the photos, 1 feel the impulse 1o write something. What to write abowr? 1 think |
will just write what has been lingering in my mind.

L often thought even though Lushunkou came into being earlier than the city of Dalian, now Dalian has twrned mio a famons
city in Northeast China for its port, industry and tourism. However, only ay a part of Dalian—an administrative districe with an arca
of merely a few hundred square kilometers, how come Lushunkon has been such a grear arraction, so profound and wnforgeiable
Jor many people? In terms of tourism, Dalian has scente spots such as the spectacular Golden Rock Beach, Xianvu Beach, Bingyu
landscape of mountains and waters, relics of Wugw City in the Tang Dynasty, ete. Tourists, however. sall have the feeling thar while
visiting Dalian, Lushun is the "must” as "one can not be counted as having really been in Dalian without going to Lushen. " Is it due

to its well-developed economy? Or the attraction of its mysterions mountains and waters? Or the charm of its magical trees and



peculiar flowers? I regard all these as good reasons. Bui what I feel most enticing is its history, its fame and the complexities of irs
madern development.
Those who have been to Lushunkow all realize that the people and happenings there are themselves a rich history: the

monntains and waters are witnesses of the past. Let us look no-farther back than the Han Dynasty. The remains of the the Sheep-

herding City and the uncompleted relics of Hongle Well in the Tang Dynasty are all reminders of the remote past. Arowd the time of

the Yuarn: Dynasty Lushunkow was once called "Shizikou".

According to popular legend, in the Ming Dynasty some generals led their

armies getting ashore on their northward expedition aftera smooth sailing. hence it acquired its present name Lushunkou, which, in
Chinese, means the shore of smooth sailing. In 1880 when Li Hongzhang, a minister of the Qing Dynasty established the Nortl

Ocean Fleet, Lushunkou became an imy military port. Not long afterwards, i the Sino-Japanese War of 1894, Japanese in-

it lism blood-washed Lushunk In' 1897 Tsarist Rus

i forced Dalian to be its colony for s

ven years. The Russo-Japanese War
and 40 years of being ruled by the Japanese afterwards put the people of Dalian (including Lushunkou) into further disasters. The
brutality of the war. the fierceness and greediness of the colonial exploitations as well as the heroic resistance of the people have
made Lushunkow a histary textbook. It encourages people to work hard for the prosperity of the country, teaches people to be kind to
other huunan being

s and friends, reminds people not to forget the past, and to treasure the happy and peaceful life which was so. diffi-
cult to obain.

1 wish to give special thanks to.owr forefathers. former ad s and people today for the building of Wan Zhong Tomb,

for the preservation of the great army fort built in the Qin

Dynasty, and Mt. Dongjiguan Fort, Dianyan Fort. Baiyu Tower, Mt
Erling Height, the Grand Prison... All these will leave tourists with knowledge and deep thoughts. Since the founding of New China,

Lushunkou has und. ? lous changes due 1o construction, especially the development in the last decade. The offshore
Snake Island has twned green, the Birds Island across the sea is full of delightful songs and laughter. and Yangtouwan Lushun New
Port, which emerged no more than 3 years ago; sees off visitors from: Liaodong and mects with close friends from Shandorg every
day and night, The changes in circumstances, however, have not affected the flavor of Lushunkow: It is still quice in all seasons ex-

cept hot summer, the streets are si who experienced disasters are growing old and dwindling in number, the

weather-beaten old trees are still alive; over a th d century-old villa buildings are stll in wse...

This forward, which is written at a streteh, is a bit rambling; however, there is no time to re-oganize it. I short, I herehy extend

my congratulations on the publication of the pictorial and highly praise its success.

I believe. dirough it all. we will certainly
strengthen our sense of his

orical responsibility and Jeel under great pressure of the times. This is where its artistic glamour lis.
With the history of Lushunkou as a mirtor hanging over, we will have the past in our minds and the present in good command

so that we can strive for the prosperity of the future.

Li Zhen Rong 1995
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LUSHUNKOU

Situated at the southeo g of Liovidong Penitsale. Lushuokeon
an administrative district 45 Kilometers away frany Dallan, covees as
area of 500 square Kilometers with . pogulation. of 21000, its
coastal line steotches 247 hilometers as the area s surroundind Iy
the ocean o thres sides. The Barmonions odngling of s
spectangular narral beauty andunique humanized sceneries ke
it possible to bea well-Rnown “Open Aie Museumn® 1 s

designated.as womagor scenic spob of the nation i August. 14

R
as a Natonal Notacal: Proserves. Natonad Forest: Pak i thi

Fannous Historie Site adterwareds
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