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Preface to the Chinese Edition

Among the most centrally shared concerns of the editors and authors of
Changing Education is how contemporary globalization processes affect the
provision and purposes of education. How are the means and meaning of education
being altered by the emerging global idiom of complex interdependence? How is
education being affected as it is translated into the values and principles of the
market? What is lost in such translations, and what gained?

With the translation of Changing Education into Chinese, the scope of
potential contributions to answering these questions is greatly expanded, not only in
obvious quantitative ways, but also qualitative ones. Changing Education emerged
out of the conviction that understanding and skillfully effecting complex change
cannot be accomplished from single perspectives, no matter how sophisticated. Qurs
is a world in which achieving understanding and taking action require bringing
distinctly differing perspectives into alignment, enabling and sustaining mutual
contribution.

Our conviction is that while something may perhaps be “lost” in the translation
produced by the efforts of Professor Ren Youqun and the team he assembled on
behalf of East China Normal University Press, very much more is gained. We are
grateful for their enthusiastic and skillful accomplishment of this Chinese
translation. Even more so, we express our thanks for how their work has
appreciated — both sympathetically understood and added value to — our own.

Our thanks are also due to both Dr. Terry Bigalke, the Director of the
Education Program at the East-West Center (EWC), and to the Comparative
Education Research Centre (CERC) at the University of Hong Kong. CERC readily
granted translation rights to East China Normal University Press, and the EWC

Preface to the Chinese Edition 1



Education Program kindly provided the financial support needed to ensure that the

translation proceeded in a timely and high quality manner.
The Editors
Changing Education first appeared in English as Number 20 in the CERC

Studies in Comparative Education Series, co-published by the Comparative
Education Research Centre at the University of Hong Kong, and Springer.
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APEC
BRAC
FDI
EU
GATS
GATT
GNP
ICT
IFE2020
IGO
LNR
NE
OECD

PAP
PISA

SAF -
TIMMS

TSLN
UNDP
UNFPA

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee

foreign direct investment

European Union

General Agreement on Trade in Services

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Gross National Product

information and communications technology

International Forum on Education 2020

intergovernmental organization

local-national-regional

National Education

Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development

People’s Action Party

Programme for International Student
Assessment

Singapore Armed Forces

the Third International Mathematics
and Science Study

transnational corporation

Thinking Schools, Learning Nation

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Population Fund
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UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and B4 E# A} ScL 4
Cultural Organization

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund KEEIILEXES

WTO World Trade Organization A5 5 2]
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