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A Careless Driver

Alan Tong was the worst driver in town. He had an accident of

some kind almost every week.

Alan lived with his mother. His mother was always worried about

This wasn’t a foolish worry because they usually called on the Tong house-
hold about once a week to deliver a speeding ticket or to serve him notice to

him. Every day she worried that the police would turn up to arrest him.

appear in court.

*
*

He drove

Most of his accidents were caused by his carlessness.
through red lights. He turned right without signaling. He drove at night

He overtook other cars on hills and sharp curves

(BB ERER) . In short, there wasn’t a traffic regulation (#LM]) Alan

without proper lights.

*
*

had not broken, and he had had so many accidents that it was a miracle
(#1#) he was still alive. But luckily for Alan, he had never hurt anyone

in his accidents or even gone to the hospital.

Although Alan wasn’t popular with the police, he was very popular

Tsui, had earned a lot of money

Alan’s lawyer, Mr.

with his lawyer.

from Alan’s cases and always rubbed his hands expectantly when he saw

Alan coming into his office.

One day Alan was working in the garage spray (/) painting his car

What are you doing?” his mother asked.
Painting my car,” Alan replied.

“

when his mother walked in.

but why are you painting one

his mother said, “

side of the car red and the other side blue?”

I can see that,

Because every time I have to go to court for a traffic offense, there

“

the prosecutor al-

2

What colour was the car

are always two witnesses.

ways asks, and the two witnesses always give the same answer.

in

Well



* %

* %
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the future, one witness will say it was red and the other will say it was
blue. Mr. Tsui will then say to the judge, ‘Your honour, the witnesses
cannot even agree on the colour of the car involved in the accident.” And
the judge will have to dismiss the case against me.”
Length: _ 338
Total Reading Time :

Question

Answer the following questions without referring to the reading:
1. From the passage we know that Alan’s mother’s worries were

A. unbelievable B. quite reasonabie

C. silly D. unrelated to his bad driving
2. Alan set an example to other drivers. T F
3. Alan llved alone, but the police called at his house once a
week and sent him a film ticket. ¥
4. Alan broke every traffic rule there was. il
5. Alan Tong’s car was always breaking down. 5 o

6. Alan hoped that he would be able to find two witnesses who

would agree on the color of his car for his next appearance In court.

T F

7. Alan’s best friend was a man named Mr. Tsul. (A

8. What does the word signalling mean in Chinese In the third para-
graph?

A. RIES B. £F C. ®#E D. Wik
Words per minute
% Comprehension
PASSAGEZ

A Housing Problem

Sue and Alan had been dating for many years. Every weekend they
went to a movie together on Saturday night. On Sundays they went to the




beach in the summer and to the country in the winter.

Sue knew that Alan wanted to marry her, and she wanted to marry
Alan, too. She waited patiently for him to ask her to marry him. How-
ever, although he often told her he loved her, he never said anything
about marriage. This made Sue unhappy. She was nearly thirty. She be-
lieved that if Alan did not marry her soon she might never marry. She did
not want to be a spinster. She wanted to have a husband and a family of
her own.

One evening, as they were walking home after a movie, she said,
“Alan, don’t you think it is time you asked me something?”

Alan thought for a moment. He knew what she was thinking about.
At last hesaid, “I'm sorry, Sue, but I don’t think I have anything to ask
you at this time. ”

“Then I will have to ask you, Alan,” Sue said. “I cannot wait any
longer. I'm getting old.”

- She stopped walking and looked at him.

“Alan,” she said, “we’ve known each other for ten years. I love
you and you love me. Will you marry me?”

Alan took hold of Sue’s hand.

“Sue,” he said, “I want to marry you, but we cannot get married
yet. We have nowhere to live. I do not have much money and neither do
you. We cannot buy a place of our own.” :

“That isn’t important,” Sue said. “We can live with your parents.”

Alan shook his head.

“I’m sorry but that isn’t possible. ”

“Why not?” Sue asked.

“Because my parents are still living with their parents,” he ex-
plained.

Length: 301
Total Reading Time :

Question

Answer the following questions without referring to the reading:

* %
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“What have you been doing?” the Prince said in alarm. He rushed
into his room and saw the small bed lying on its side on the floor. There
was blood on his son’s clothes.

“So you have killed my son!” the Prince shouted angrily. “You un-
faithful dog! ” He took out his sword and killed the dog with one blow.
Just then the Prince heard a baby crying.

The Prince ran out of the house and saw his son lying on the ground
unhurt. Near him was a dead wolf, which had tried to steal the baby
from the bed. Then the Prince realized that Gelert had defeated the wolf
in order to save his son. The Prince ran back into the house but he was too
late. The brave Gelert was dead. Tears ran down the Prince’s face when
he realized that he had killed his faithful friend. He carried Gelert’s body
to the top of a mountain and buried him there.

Every morning, he walked up the mountain so that he could stand by
the dog’s grave for a few minutes.

If you go to Mount Snowdon in Wales, people will show you where
Gelert is buried. It reminds people of a brave and [aithful dog. It also re-
minds us all not to jump to a conclusion without knowing the full facts.

Length: 342
Total Reading Time :

Question

Answer the following questions without referring to the reading:
1. What is the point of the paragraph?
A. We should never draw a conclusion before knowing the full
facts.
B. We should never kill a good dos.
C. The Prince was very cruel to the dog.
D. The dog killed the Prince’s baby.
2. The United Kingdom Is made up of England, Scotland and
Wales. 7
3. Gelert was the Prince’s baby. T F
4. There was blood on the dog’s Jaws and head because It had
killed the Prince’s baby. il O

* %
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5. The dog killed the wolf, but the Prince killed thedog. T F
6. The Prince was sorry to have killed his faithful dosg. Tk
7. What does the word unhurt mean In the last paragraph but one?

A. wounded B. not hurt C. dead D. dying
8. What does the word grave mean In Chinese In the last paragraph
but one? Teur
A. R B. BE C. fAx D. K
Words per minute
% Comprehension
PA_SSAGE4

Basketball

Basketball is one sport perhaps the only sport—whose exact origin
can safely be stated. During the winter of 1891—1892, Dr. James Nai-
smith, a college instructor in Springfield, Massachusetts, invented the
game of basketball in order to provide exercise for the students between the
closing of the football season and the opening of the baseball season. He
attached fruit baskets overhead on the walls at opposite ends of the gymna-
sium, and, using a soccer ball, organized nine-man teams to play his new
game in which the purpose was to toss the ball into one basket and attempt
to keep the opposing team from tossing the ball into the other basket. Al-
though there have since been many changes in the rules (such as the reduc-
tion of the number of players on a team from nine to five), the game is ba-
sically the same today. United States soldiers introduced it to the Philip-
pines in 1900 and to Europe during The First World War, and, being
adopted by foreign nations it soon became a world-wide sport. It is inter-
esting that although basketball was created as an indoor game, in countries
other than the United States it is now played almost entirely outdoors.

Length: 200
Total Reading Time:



