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The Olympic Games serves the interests of the people with
tangible benefits. Hosting the Olympic Games has accelerated
the construction of the infrastructure of Beijing and upgraded
the urban functions, offering a better living and working
environment for the city as a whole. Besides, the natural
environment has been effectively improved and the city has
become more habitable. The venues and facilities are rationally
laid out, providing the citizens with more places for sport and
cultural activities. People from all walks of life have benefited
from the Olympic Games through their participation in and
contribution to the Games, and have gained mental and
physical wellbeing and harmony.
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Both Party and State leaders paid great attention to and care for the planning and construction of the Beijing
2008 Olympic projects. Some of them paid several visits to these projects and gave explicit instructions and
spoke highly of them.
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Hu Jintao, President of the People’s Republic of China and Chairman of the Central Military Commission of the CPC
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The engineers have accomplished great achievements and written a glorious new page in Chinese
architectural history by their excellent design, careful construction, innovation, perseverance and

diligence in overcoming one difficulty after another.

We shall practice the concepts of Green Olympics, High-tech Olympics and People’s Olympics to
achieve the objective of hosting a high level Olympics with distinguishing features. We shall follow
the policy of an economical and clean Olympics and deliver an excellent Olympic Games by exerting
the socialist advantage of concentrating resources to do great things. We shall comply with the
commitments that we made during our bid and ensure timely completion of the construction work
We shall provide quality and efficient service and improve our preparation work in light of the
international level.

Beijing should take advantage of the significant opportunity of New Beijing, Great Olympics and
fully implement the Scientific Outlook on Development, vigorously promote sound and rapid socio-
economic development, improve urban construction management and service level and promote
social harmony so as to do better in maintaining our reform and development and stability. We shall
be human-centred in everything we do and pay attention to the direct and practical interests that the
people are most concerned with, so that the Olympics will serve the people.
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Wu Bangguo, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the

Natjonal People’s Congress (NPC)
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It is a pledge of the Chinese government to deliver a high-level Olympic Games of distinguishing
features in Beijing in 2008. We will ensure the success of the Beijing Olympic Games by strengthening
cooperation with the I0C and offering full support to preparation for the Games. All the athletes,
coaches, officials, spectators and journalists from around the world are most welcome to Beijing
for participation, visits and reporting during the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. We will create good
conditions to facilitate them in their sports competition, official activities and sight-seeing tours during
the Games and we will provide quality service that meets the Olympic standards. It is our firm belief
that with concerted efforts of all parties concerned the Beijing 2008 Olympics will be an excellent
Games and will be a milestone in the international Olympic movement!
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Wen Jiabao, Premier of the State Council of the People's

Republic of China
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China shall not be ostentatious and extravagant in hosting the Olympic Games. The Olympic
projects shall try to save every drop of water possible and every kilowatt hour of electricity. Energy

conservation and environmental protection shall be implemented in each and every project.
Sustainable urban development shall be realized while delivering an excellent Olympic Games.
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Jia Qinglin, Chairman of Chinese People's Political

Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
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Vigorous promotion shall be given to the great spirit of seismic rescue. And all forces shall be united
to make a success of the great Olympic Games and ensure the delivery of the Beijing 2008 Olympic
Games as a high level Olympics of distinguishing features.
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LI Changchun, Member of the Standing Committee of the

CPC Political Bureau
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With its modern human-centric design the MPC was one of the windows showcasing China’s Olympic

image. The all round reporting set up a bridge of friendship between the Chinese and other peoples in

the world.
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The Olympic venues are a stage where the engineering quality and technological level of our country
are displayed. A number of leaders and young talents have been cultivated in architectural design,

management and organization of construction.
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Li Kegiang, Vice Premier of the State Council of the

People’s Republic of China
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We shall do careful work and pay attention to details in environment protection, health
i

iinated sustainable

, food security

and energy supply. The Olympic achievements shall be applied more widely and extensively while

ensuring the success of the Olympic Games and promoting all-round coo

development.
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Effective supervision over the construction and financial management of the Olympic venues is a

guarantee of an economical and clean Olympics as well the successful delivery of the Olympic Games

PR E R
Pk e B B R
He Guogiang, Member of the Standing Committee of the

PC Political Bureau
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Turn our determination on seizmic rescue into a driving power for safe Olympics to ensure the security

of the Olympic competition venues, the Olympic village, major public places and facilities,to ensure

the smooth operation of the athletic events and the stability of the s a whole
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There shall be an overall and comprehensive plan for the Olympic venues, where attention shall b

paid to the details and the venues shall be o stand the test of time

iction of the Olympic

venues shall be guided by the scientific outlook on development anc unit

requirements of safety, quality, function, time limit and cost. Stress shall be

economy in hosting the Olympic Games
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Major Events in Planning for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games

Bidding

In 1992 Beijing submitted an application to the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) for hosting the
Games of XXVII Olympiad in 2000.

On 23 September 1993, Beijing lost the bid to Sydney
at the IOC voting in Monte Carlo by a narrow margin of
two votes.

In November 1998, at the State Council Premier working
meeting and the Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of CPC Central Committee, it was decided that
Beijing bid for a second time for the Games of XXIX
Olympiad in 2008.

On 25 November 1998, Beijing submitted to the Chinese
Olympic Committee (COC) an application for hosting the
2008 Summer Olympic Games.

On 6 January 1999, the COC had a plenary session in
the Capital Indoor Stadium, reviewed and approved
Beijing’s application to host the 2008 Olympic Games.

On 31st March, 1999, the Municipal Government of
Beijing and China’s General Administration of Sport
decided to set up the Planning Coordination Group for
Beijing’s Bid for the 2008 Olympic Games.

On 7 April 1999, Liu Qi, then Mayor of Beijing and Wu
Shaozu, former Chairman of COC, officially submitted
to IOC President Samaranch in Lausanne, Switzerland,
Beijing’s application for bidding for the 2008 Summer
Olympic Games.

On 6 September 1999, Beijing 2008 Olympic Games
Bid Committee (BOBICO) was established and held its
first working meeting in the Great Hall of the People,
officially kicking off Beijing’s bid for the 2008 Olympic
Games.

On 9 December 1999, the Beijing Municipal Government
held special hearings and decided that the site of the
Olympic Central Area be at the northern section of the
central axis in the north of the city.

On 23 March-24 July, 2000, mandated by the People’s
Government of Beijing Municipality, the Beijing Municipal
Commission of Urban Planning (BMCUP) organized the
call for proposals for the planning design of the Beijing
International Exhibition Sports Centre (planning of the
Olympic Central Area).

On 19 June 2000, BOBICO submitted its bidding
Application to the IOC in Lausanne.

In September 2000-January 2001, the international
sports federations came to Beijing for inspections.

In January 2001, Beijing completed its Candidature File.

On 17 January 2001, BOBICO submitted its Candidature
File for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games to the IOC in
Lausanne.

In February 2001, an IOC inspection commission
came to Beijing for inspections and listened to bidding
presentations by BOBICO.

On 13 July 2001, the I0C met in Moscow for its 112th
plenary session, where Beijing came out successful in
the voting and was awarded the right to host the Games
of the XXIX Olympiad in 2008.

Preparation

On 13 December, 2001, the Beijing Organizing
Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG)
was established.

On 31 March-July 2002, call for proposals for the
planning design of the Olympic Green and the Wukesong
Culture and Sports Centre.

On 13 July 2002, the Beijing Olympic Action Plan, co-
developed by the Beijing municipal government and
BOCOG, was released, which was an in-depth account
of the three concepts of “Green Olympics, High-tech
Olympics and People’s Olympics”.

In December 2002-March 2003, competition for
conceptual design of the National Stadium (main
stadium for the 2008 Olympic Games).

In March 2003, the People’s Government of Beijing
Municipality approved the general plan of the Olympic
Green.

In January-July 2003, competition for architectural
design proposals for the National Swimming Centre (now
the National Aquatics Centre).

In July 2003, competition for the design proposals for
the Capital Airport extension project.

In July-October 2003, call for proposals for the planning
design of the Olympic Green Forest Park and landscape
of the Central Area.

On 24 December 2003, foundation laying ceremony for
the National Stadium and the National Aquatics Centre,
signifying construction of Beijing Olympic venues in full
swing.

On 28 March 2004, groundbreaking ceremony for the
Capital Airport extension project.

In May-August 2004, slimming the Olympic venues in
response to the call for “Economical Olympics”.



On 29 August 2004, Wang Qishan, Mayor of Beijing,
took over the Olympic flag at the Athens Olympic
Games, signifying that the Olympic Games officially
entered the Beijing cycle.

On 31 August 2004, the movable roof cover of the
National Stadium was cancelled.

On 8 July 2005, the IOC declared that the equestrian
event (horsemanship) of the Beijing Olympic Games will
be held in Hong Kong.

In December 2005, construction started for all the new
competition venues and related facilities.

On 26-31 August 2006, closure of the main-body truss
beams of the steel structure of the National Stadium

In March 2007, main-body structure engineering was
completed for all of the 12 new venues. Construction
of all of the 11 renovation and expansion projects
got under way and one of them already completed.
Construction of 6 of the 8 temporary venues got under
way. Construction of 20 of the 45 training venues got
under way and one of them already completed.

On 28 July 2007, Beijing Shooting Range Hall completed
and delivered for use. The first new venue completed so
far.

In December 2007, expansion project of Terminal 3 of
the Capital Airport fully completed.

On 10 January 2008, Beijing Olympic Basketball
Gymnasium in Wukesong Culture and Sports Center
completed.

On 28 January 2008, the National Aquatics Centre
completed and delivered for use.

On 31 January 2008, test events in the National
Aquatics Centre such as the Gook Luck Beijing 2008
swimming open, the 16th FINA Diving World Cup, etc.

On 29 February 2008, official operation of T3 terminal of
Capital Airport commenced.

On 22-25 May 2008, Good Luck Beijing track and field
open test event in the National Stadium.

On 28 June 2008, completion of the Olympic Green and
the National Stadium.

In July 2008, completion of Subway Line 10 (Phase 1),
the Olympic Branch Line and Airport Beijing City (ABC)
Line.

Hosting

On 8 August 2008, opening ceremony of the XXIX
Olympiad in Beijing.

On 24 August 2008, the Games of the XXIX Olympiad
closed.Guo Jinlong,Mayor of Beijing, handed the Olympic
flag over to the mayor of London.

On 6 September 2008, the 13th Paralympic Games
opened.

On 17 September 2008, the 13th Paralympic Games
closed.



