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Abstract

International Studies is a young discipline with interdisciplinary characters and
reality orientation. For one thing, international theories established, developed and
systemized through learning and assimilating other social science theories such as
politics, economics, history, philosophy and military theories. So the development
of International Studies depends on the environment and flourish of the whole social
science disciplines. For another thing, scholars’ research interests and visions in this
area are largely influenced and restricted by the international and domestic situation.
Thereby, however hard scholars pursue on academic objectivity, the development of
International Studies closely relates to the state’s exterior situation, power position
and foreign policy realities, The fortune of the discipline links to the fortune of the
state.

Taken in this sense, the Reform and Openness brought new breath to college
International Studies. The political, economical and cultural reforms after 1978
hugely liberated the studies and teaching in college social science disciplines and
opened the door to flourish time of International Studies. Especially the Opening-up
accompanied by the Reforms gave out new questions to this discipline and energized
its development. How does an opening China perceive the outside world including
her former ideology opponents and even enemies in battle fields? How does China fix
the outside challenges such as the US-Soviet confrontation, the abrupt collapse of
Soviet Blocs, the Taiwan Strait crisis and challenges in Sino-US relation? How dose
this country take the chances of the globalization and international opportunities to
accelerate economical growth and political rises? These questions attracted and

instigated generations of scholars in recent 30 years. Most recently, with the
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clarified tendency of China rising, how shall we realize our former accomplishment?
How shall we identify our future position? How shall we reply to the requests and
expectations from outside world? Sorts of new questions continually emerges and
require more and more attention on the academic research. In one word, the glory
age of the Reform and Opening-up gave birth to the golden time of International
Studies.

Review on the 30 years’ development of International Studies, undoubtedly we
can feel proud. In the terms of theories studies, the introducing and assimilation of
western theories have gone deeply, and scholars have set up consensus to establish
Chinese schools. In states and regional studies, research systems were well built in
some conventional areas and the study visions are continually broaden along with
more exterior practices of China. The international issues studies clarified lots of
international problems and phenomena. People and the government learn much from
this. The fruits of Chinese diplomacy studies are even more and have concentrated
many academic debates. While China steps further in the interactions with the
world, the studies and researches in this field should become more and more

challenging and energetic.
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