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1-1 China

1-2 giant panda

1-3 red-crowned crane

1-4 Yangtze River dolphin
1-5 Zhuang nationality

1-6 Uyghur nationality

1-7 Miao nationality

2-1 writings on tortoise shell
2-2 Qin Shihuang

2-3 terra cotta

2-4 the Grand Canal

3-2 the national emblem of PRC
3-1 the national flag of PRC
3-3 the capital of PRC
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5-1 Confucius

5-2 Mencius

5-3 Laozi

11-1 Yixing teapot
13-1 plum blossom
13-2 peony

13-3 chrysanthemum
13-4 orchid

13-5 chinese rose
13-6 azalea

13-7 camellia

13-8 lotus

13-9 the sweet-scented osmanthus
13-10 narcissus
13-11 bamboo
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14-1 bride in red silk veil
14-2 sedan chair

15-1 walking on stilts
15-2 waist-drum dance
20-2 bone flute

20-1 Zeng Houyi bells
20-3 liugin

20-4 qging

20-5 erhu

20-6 gugqin

20-7 konghou

20-8 pipa

20-9 xun

20-10 yangqin
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22-1 papercutting of Chinese character
22-2 Chinese knot

22-3 Su embroidery

22-4 Xiang embroidery

22-5 Shu embroidery

22-6 Yue embroidery

24-1 Yueyang Tower

24-2 the Yellow Crane Tower

24-3 the Tengwang Pavilion

24-4 the Penglai Pavilion
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A General Outline of China
S SNESE 7R

China, whose full name is the People’s Republic of China, has a vast land with
boundless natural resources, a long history, spectacular landscapes, colorful cultural
heritage and varied national customs. The Chinese nation created a glorious
civilization in the early stage of mankind’s history. The compass, gunpowder, the art
of paper-making and movable type printing invented by the ancient Chinese have
contributed tremendously to the progress of mankind in the world. The Great Wall,
the Grand Canal and other projects built by the Chinese people are regarded as
engineering feats on the globe.

1. Location and Territory

1) Location

China is located in castern Asia, on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean,
surrounded by the East China Sea, Korea Bay, Yellow Sea, and South China Sea. The
total land area of China is 9,600,000 square kilometers, slightly smaller than that of
Europe, and it is the largest couniry in Asia and the third largest country in the world
next only to Russia and Canada. (see picture 1-1)

2) Territory

From east to west, the territory of China extends from the confluence of the
Heilong River and Wusuli River to the Pamirs, which covers a distance of about 5,200
kilometers; from north to south, China stretches from the center of the Heilong River
north of the town of Mohe to the Zengmu Reef at the southernmost tip of the Nansha
Islands, covering a distance of about 5,500 kilometers.

China shares a boundary of some 22,800 kilometers, bordered by North Korea to
the east; Mongolia to the north; Russia to the northeast; Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan to the northwest; Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bhutan to the
west and southwest; and Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam to the south. Across the seas to
the east and southeast are the South Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

3) Territorial Waters and Island

The Chinese mainland is flanked to the east and south by the Bohai Sea as China’s
continental sea, Yellow Sea, East China Sea and South China Sea as marginal seas of
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the Pacific Ocean. The coastline of China’s mainland is about 18,000 kilometers, with
a flat topography and many excellent ice-free docks and harbors.

China’s territorial waters are 4. 73 million square kilometers. There are about
5,400 islands lying offshore of China, the largest of which are Taiwan Island with an
area of about 36,000 square kilometers, and Hainan Island with an area of 34,000
square kilometers. There are a lot of archipelagoes such as the Zhoushan Islands and
the islands in the East and South China Seas. There are a number of peninsulas along
the coast; the largest ones are the Shandong Peninsula, Liaodong Peninsula and
Leizhou Peninsula.

2. Topography

The topography of China is characterized by high west part and low east part,
gradually descending in elevation from the west towards the east to form three steps.
The highest step is the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau with the elevation being generally more
than 4,500 meters above sea level, hence known as “the roof of the world”. To the
east of the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau is the second step with much lower elevations,
ranging between 1,000 meters and 2,000 meters and alternating with huge basins. The
third step stretches from the line in the west composed of the Greater Hinggan
Mountains, Taihang Mountain, Wu Mountain and the eastern rim of the Yunnan-
Guizhou Plateau to the coast in the east, and embraces alternating hills and plains, and
there are large areas of low mountains and hills at elevations of less than 500 meters
above sea level with only a few peaks being at 2,000 meters, and the elevation of
plains is all less than 200 meters.

The plains are the important industrial and agricultural bases and economic
centers of China. They are distributed in the north to south direction, including
Northeast Plain, North China Plain, Middle to Lower Yangtze Plain and Pearl River
Delta Plain. According to the types of topography, mountains in China account for
33.3% of the national land area, plateaus 26. 0%, basins 18. 8%, hills 9. 9% and
plains 12.0%.

Most rivers in China flow west to east into the Pacific Ocean except a few in the
Southwest that flow to the South. The Yangtze River, 6,300 kilometers long, is the
largest river in China, which originates from the Tanggula Mountain on the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau and flows to the East China Sea. It is the third longest river after the
Nile and the Amazon. The Yellow River is 5,500 kilometers long, the second longest
river in China, flowing to the Bohai Sea. Both rivers are the birthplaces of ancient
Chinese civilization with a wealth of historical sites and relics.

3. Climate
.- <. China is a country with diverse climates. From the south to the north, the country
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is divided into tropical, subtropical, temperate and frigid climate zones. The climate
in China varies greatly. For instance, Hainan Island in the south has long, hot
summers and no winters, while the winter temperature drops to below 30°C in
Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning provinces in the northeastern part of China.

Most of China lies in the North Temperate Zone, characterized by a warm
climate and distinctive seasons. a climate well suited for habitation. Most parts of
China are subject to strong monsoon climate. From September to April the following
year, the dry and cold winter monsoons blow from Siberia and the Mongolian Plateau,
resulting in cold and dry winters and great differences between the temperatures of
north and south China. From April to September, warm and humid summer monsoons
blow from the seas in the east and south, resuiting in overall high temperatures and
plentiful rainfall, and little temperature difference between north and south China.

Precipitation gradually declines from the southeastern to the northwestern inland
area, and the average annual precipitation varies greatly from place to place and from
season to season. The average annual precipitation in China is 648 mm, or 19% less
than the world average 800 mm on land. The annual precipitation in the southeastern
coastal areas and parts of the southwestern areas is more than 2,000 mm, but that in
the northwestern China is usually less than 200 mm, and 50 mm in the Tarim and
Turpan basins in Xinjiang and Chaidamu Basin in Qinghai, etc. , even less than 25 mm
at centers of those basins.

4. Natural Resources

1) Cultivated Land, Forest and Grassland

China’s cultivated lands, forests and grasslands are among the world’s largest in
terms of sheer area. However, due to China’s large population, the per-capita areas of
cultivated land, forest and grassland are small, especially in the case of cultivated land
— only one third of the world’s average.

In China, 130.04 million hectares of land are cultivated, mainly on the Northeast
Plain, the North China Plain, the Middle-Lower Yangtze Plain, the Pearl River Delta
and the Sichuan Basin. The fertile black soil of the Northeast Plain, the largest plain
in China with an area of more than 350,000 square kilometers, abounds in wheat,
corn, sorghum, soybeans, flax and sugar beet. The deep brown topsoil of the North
China Plain is planted with wheat, corn, millet and cotton. The Middle-Lower
Yangtze Plain’s flat terrain and many lakes and rivers make it particularly suitable for
paddy rice and freshwater fish; therefore, it is called “a land of fish and rice.” This
area also produces large quantities of tea and silkworms. The purplish soil of the warm
and humid Sichuan Basin is green with crops in all four seasons, including paddy rice,

rapeseed and sugarcane. The Pearl River Delta abounds with paddy rice, harvested. - -
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2-3 times every year.

Forests cover about 175 million hectares of China. The Greater Hinggan
Mountains, the Lesser Hinggan Mountains and Changbai Mountain Ranges in the
northeast are China’s largest natural forest areas. Major tree species found here
include conifers, such as Korean pine, larch and Korean larch, and coniferous-
broadleaf trees such as white birch, oak, willow, elm and Northeast China ash. Major
tree species in the southwest include the dragon spruce, fir and Yunnan pine, as well
as teak, red sandalwood, camphor, nanmu and so on. Xishuangbanna, often called a
kingdom of plants, in the south of Yunnan Province, is a rare tropical broadleaf forest
area in China, playing host to more than 5,000 plant species.

Grasslands in China cover an area of 400 million hectares, stretching more than
3,000 kilometers from the northeast to the southwest. They are the centers of animal
husbandry. The Inner Mongolian Prairie is China’s largest natural pastureland, and
home to the famous Sanhe horses, Sanhe cattle and Mongolian sheep. The important
natural pasturelands in north and south of the Tianshan Mountains in Xinjiang are
ideal for stockbreeding, where the famous Ili horses and Xinjiang fine-wool sheep are
raised.

2) Mineral Resources

China has deposits of almost all the minerals known in the world. Minerals of 151
different kinds have been verified, which lead the world in the reserves of tungsten,
antimony, rare earth, molybdenum, vanadium and titanium. Other deposits which are
among the largest in the world are coal, iron, lead-zinc, copper, silver, mercury, tin,
nickel, phosphorus and asbestos.

China’s basic coal reserves total 334. 2 billion tons, mainly distributed in north,
northwest, northeast and southwest China with Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,
Shanxi Province and the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region heading the field.
China’s 21. 24 billion tons of the basic iron ore reserves are distributed mainly in
northeast, north and southwest China such as Liaoning Province, eastern Hebei and
western Sichuan provinces. Tungsten reserves are concentrated in southeastern
Hunan, southern Jiangxi, and northern Guangdong, western Fujian and eastern
Guangxi, though they are found in 19 provinces and autonomous regions across China.

China also abounds in petroleum, natural gas, oil shale, phosphorus and sulfur.
Petroleum reserves are mainly found in northwest, northeast and north China, as well
as in the continental shelves of east China.

3) Water Resources

Freshwater in China mainly comes from rivers and lakes. China’s territory
includes numerous lakes, most of which are found on the Middle-Lower Yangtze Plain



