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The city qf Harbin is an integral and central part of the historical experience
of the Jewish presence in modern China.

My parents, Bella and Mordechai Olmert spent their formative years in the
éity of Harbin. There they joined the ranks of Betar, where they found the spring of
Zionist inspiration, which brought them to this land.

In the city of Harbin a dream was bomn, a Zionist dream of making Eretz Is—
rael a National Home for the Jewish people. Circumstances allowed the Jews of
Harbin to develop Zionist activity and inspired my parents and their friends to
come to this land and to continue here the realization of the old Zionist—Jewish
dream.

The Jewish community of Harbin was lively and sparkling, reaching its peak
of activity between the two World Wars and then thinning out to nonexistence. The
Harbin Jewish cemetery, where my ancestors are buried,‘ stands intact until this

very day.
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