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Prior to the adoption of the Constitution in 1787, the United States

wansss / /,/ J

was governed by the Articles of Confederation. Under the Articles, practi-
cally all functions of the national government were held by a single—cham-
ber legislature called a Congress. The absence of a national judicial’ sys-
tem was considered a major weakness of the Articles. Consequently, the
delegates® gathered at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in
1787 expressed widespread agreement that a national judiciary’ should be
established. There was much disagreement, however, on the specific form
it should take.

The first proposal presented to the Convention was the Virginia Plan,
which would have set up both a Supreme Court and a set of lower national
courts. Opponents of the Virginia Plan responded with the New Jersey
Plan, which called for the creation of only a Supreme Court. Supporters
of the New Jersey Plan were especially disturbed by the idea of lower
national courts. They argued that the local state courts could hear all cas-
es first and that a right of appeal to the Supreme Court would be suffi-
cient to protect national rights and provide uniform judgments throughout
the country. The conflict was resolved by a compromise* that postponed the
dispute: the Constitution established the Supreme Court and gave Congress
the right to create lower courts, if desired. When the new Congress convened®
in 1789, its first major concern was judicial organization. Once again, the
question was whether lower national courts should be created. Attempts to
resolve this conflict split Congress into two distinct groups. One group,
which believed that national cases should be heard in local state courts

first and by the Supreme Court only on appeal, expressed fear that the
national government would destroy the rights of states. The other group
feared that state courts would handle cases from other states and coun-
tries unjustly. The law that emerged from this debate set up a judicial
system composed of the Supreme Court, a set of circuit courts, and a

set of district courts. Thus, the power to create lower national courts

was immediately exercised by Congress, which created not one but two

sets of lower courts.
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1. Consequently, the delegates gathered at the Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia in 1787 expressed widespread agreement that a national judiciary
should be established.
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2. They argued that the local state courts could hear all cases first and that
a right of appeal to the Supreme Court would be sufficient to protect national

-rights and provide uniform judgments threughout the country.
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3. One group, which believed that national cases should be heard in local
state courts first and by the Supreme Court only on appeal, expressed fear that
the national government would destroy the rights of states.
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A folk culture is a small, isolated, cohesive, conservative, nearly self-guf-
ficient group that is homogeneous' in custom and race, with a strong family or
clan structure and highly developed rituals. Order is maintained through sanc-
tions’® based in the religion or family, and interpersonal relationships are
strong. Tradition is paramount’, and change comes infrequently and slowly.
There is relatively little division of labor into specialized duties. Rather, each
person is expected to perform a great variety of tasks, though duties may dif-
fer between the sexes. Most goods are handmade, and a subsistence* economy
prevails®. Individualism is weakly developed in folk cultures, as are social
classes. Unaltered® folk cultures no longer exist in industrialized countries such
as the United States and Canada. Perhaps the nearest modern equivalent’ in
Anglo-America is the Amish, a German American farming sect that largely re-
nounces the products and laborsaving devices of the industrial age. In Amish
areas, horse—drawn buggies still serve as a local transporiation device, and the
faithful are not permitted to own automobiles. The Amish’s central religious con-
cept of Demut, “humility,” clearly reflects the weakness of individualism and social
class so typical of folk cultures, and there is a corresponding strength of Amish
group identity. Rarely do the Amish marry outside their sect. The religion, a variety
of the Mennonite faith, provides the principal mechanism® for maintaining order.

By conirast, a popular culture is a large heterogeneous group, often highly
individualistic and constantly changing. Relationships tend to be impersonal,
and a pronounced® division of labor exists, leading to the establishment of
many specialized professions. Secular® institutions of control such as the police
and army take the place of religion and family in maintaining order, and a mon-
ey—based economy prevails. Because of these contrasts, “popular” may be viewed
as clearly different from “folk.” The popular is replacing the folk in industrialized
countries and in many developing nations. Folk—made objects give way to their
popular equivalent, usually because the 'popular item is more quickly or cheaply

produced, is easier or timesaving to use, or lends more prestige' to the owner.
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1. Individualism is weakly developed in folk cultures, as are social classes.

Unaltered folk cultures no longer exist in industrialized countries such as the
United States and Canada.
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2. Perhaps the nearest modem equivalent in Anglo—America is the Amish, a
German American farming sect that largely renounces the products and laborsaving
devices of the industrial age.

that 5] ¥ & 3% M €] ,94% a German American farming sect.

BEEFN ARFELFLEGELRAEZNRAEG A TRATMNER(E.
17 R ie ZiE#HR, RARBRGBTH -MANGHFEL), HES T ot K
xR T EFH S GERE,

3. Folk-made objects give way to their popular equivalent, usually because
the popular item is more quickly or cheaply produced, is easier or timesaving to
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By the time of the American Revolution against the British (1775~1783),
Connecticut' had four newspapers. The first newspaper in the colony was the
Connecticut Gazette, established in New Haven in 1755. With one interruption® of
about a year, it was published continuously until 1768. When it began to founder,
its name was taken over by a New London paper, which had begun as the Sum-
mary and then became the New London Gazette. As the Connecticut Gazeite, it
lasted until the mid-nineteenth century. Next in order of establishment came the
Connecticut Courant, which began publishing at the end of 1764. At first it sup-
ported the American cause less vigorously’ than did the New London paper, but
by approximately 1767, the Courant became more outspokenly pro—American. It
continues as the Hartford Courant today. The Connecticut Journal was begun in
New Haven in 1767 and later became the Journal-Courier. The original publishers
kept the Journal-Courier moderate in tone and even dared to print articles by in-
dividuals who were condemned as pro-British. The fourth newspaper appearing
regularly during the American Revolution was the Norwich Packet, founded in
1773 and continuing into the nineteenth century, when it was renamed the Con-
necticut Centinel.

Appearing weekly, usually in a four-page format, the newspapers carried mil-
itary news, accounts of the activities of every level of government, political and
literary essays contributed by members of the community, notices of extraordinary
occurrences’, as well as advertisements for newly received goods and real estate
for sale. Despite the small size of their papers, publishers carried articles with
datelines ranging from New Hampshire to Georgia simply by copying from
whatever ﬁewspapers came to hand. Before the war intensified®, the London date-
line was always prominently® featured. There were no professional reporters; some
of the most interesting items were submitted by recipients of letters sent from
afar” who allowed the publisher 10 use these private communications if the names
‘of the correspondents remained unidentified. By modern standards, the news was
stale, weeks or even months old, but it was fresh enough to those who had no
other means of knowing what was happening. The figures on total circulation of
colonial newspapers are only approximate, but it has been estimated that one of the
most prominent Connecticut papers had five or six hundred subscribers®,
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