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This is the preliminary course for navigation students. This training material is also used
for self-study where the arrangement for navigation English is not sufficient. If necessary, the
maritime universities, colleges, or schools may arrange some class hours for teaching, The term -
of “smelling the sea” was suggested by Mr. Clive Cole, a Maritime English teacher from World
Maritime University, who put out in the WOMA meeting of Qingdao, 2002. The design of this

module is to provide a plank between basic English and navigation English.

E—i] FHUMBFHRIS

1. Lead-in 5|58

Every language has its own disadvantages. In English, it is very difficult to distinguish the
following pairs, B and D, G and J, and Z, especially in wireless communications. Gestures and
visual information are not available for assistance of listeners to decode the information. In
some cases, the wireless speakers are very poor in spoken English, so the spelling of alphabets
one by one is used. Even for fluent English speakers, some key words in radio communications
are also repeated in the international alphabets. In the radio regulations it also is specified. For
instance, the international alphabets must be used when speakers meet language difficulties in
accordance with the radio regulations. In addition, the standard marine communication phrases

are also used for standardization of pronunciations. In summary, the use of international

1 ERhE A STAEDE (FER )



MEAERRACARIEDE (FERK)

alphabets is also standardized in the standard marine communication phrases.

Questions:

(1) Why is it important to use international alphabet in communications?

(2) What will help poor English speakers in radiocommunications?

(3) Can you make the differences among G J, and Z letters in pronunciation?

(4) Can you make the differences between B and D in pronunciation? If you can’t, how
will you pronounce those?

(5) What is the difference between alphabets of numbers in the Admiralty List of Radio
Signals and in the sStandard Marine Communication Phrases?

2. Dialogues Xti%

Dialogue A _Spell the ship’s Name and Call Sign
MiEg— BHEMAEFFS
A =DM.V. Sincere Oceanus; B =Tianjin VTS
A: Tianjin VTS. Tianjin VTS. This is Motor Vessel Sincere Oceanus, Motor Vessel Sincere

Oceanus. Over.
REVTS, REVTS, XBERE “F M”75, “X -« MR 5. ITEEHEE.
B: This is Tianjin VTS. Tianjin VTS. Sorry, I read you with signal strength two. Please spell
your ship’s name and call sign. Over.
RBERE VTS, Kift VIS. WA, REWIRIIES 2, EPHEMAFIES . Ei.
A: My ship’s name is Sihcere Oceanus. Spell it: Sierra-India-November-Charlie-Echo-
Romeo-Echo Oscar-Charlie-Echo-Alfa-November-Uniform-Sierra. Call sign is 3EFG3.
Spell it: T-REE-ECHO-FOXTROT-GOLF-T-REE. Over.
WA “ X ¥, B2 PHEA S-I-N-C-E-R-E O-C-E-A-N-U-S. "5 & 3EFG3,
Bt A 3-E-F-G-3. ik,
B: M.V. Sincere Oceanus. This is Tianjin VTS. Message received. Over,
“X e HREMT 5, XEERE VTS, FEWE]. #Fi.
A: Tianjin VTS. I am reporting my ship’s movement now...

KHE VTS, BITEMR S R e

AL A )
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Dialog B Report the Important Information
NiEZ REEEER
A= M.V. Maesk Taniania; B = Zhanjiang VTS
A: Zhanjiang VTS, Zhanjiang VTS. This is M.V.Maesk Taniania, Maesk Taniania. I have very
important information to report, Over.
BT VTS, #T VTS, & “SLE-HBRREE” M, “Sti - HBEREE” Hi.
BAEBRE RIS . FIE.
B: M.V.Maesk Taniania. Zhanjiang VTS. It is very difficult to understand your message. Use

international alphabets, please. Over.
“ip-p-gt e WHMBWRE” M, KRBT VTS, W RrIE BREE, 1EHEFRptx.

Wi

A: Buoy No.5 was drifting away. BRAVO-UNIFORM-OSCAR-YANKEE NOVEMBER
OSCAR POINT 5 WHISKY-ALPHA-SIERRA DELTA-ROMEO-INDIA-FOXTROT-
TANGO-INDIA-NOVEMBER-GOLF ALFA-WHISKY-ALFA-YANKEE STOP. Over.
5 SERIEAEES . HFEPEITAA: B-U-O-Y N-O-5 W-A-S§ D-R-I-F-T-I-N-G
A-W-A-Y. &Y.

B: Roger. Thank you. Out.
HE, Wi, Sk

Dialogue C __Report the Particulars of the Ship
MiE= BIEATRE

A: Dalian VTS, Dalian VTS. This is M.V.Great Trans from Panama. M.V. Great Trans from
Panama. I am in the C.I.P 2. I am passing Lao Tie Shan Channel. My destination is Yantai.
My particulars are as follows. LOA 180.5m. Width 29.5 m. My draught is 9.7 m now. I
have loaded 15,430 tons of grain. LOA one-eight-zero-point-five meters. Width

two-nine-point-five meters. Draught nine-point-seven meters. Cargo grain with
one-five-four-three-zero. Over.
KX VTS 0, Ki&E VTS by IXBREEEDEE “Great Trans” f, EELE “Great
Trans” Mt. BAE 2 SiRE M, RIELEEZEILAKE, ROE KBRS, REOMALTE
W A 180.5 K. FE29.5 K. MaK 9.7 K. HIEE T 15430 MR E. EU

B: M.V. Great Trans. Dalian VTS. Message received. Is pilot on board now? Over.
XRKE VTS b, FEWE. SIEEM EG? 50k,

3 AERRE T ASCAZOE OV ( 4R )
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A: Yes, pilot is on board. Over.
i, SIUAEM. .

B: Okay, I want to talk with your pilot. (Use Chinese) “Great Trans 3|fi 5, Great Trans 5|
AL =

IR AN AE R B G A5 - (M7 ) Great Trans 5|15, Great Trans 5[ffi 3,
UT 21 0% .

A: K& VTS F.0, &

......

B: /BT A ATE 2 R AR AT R IK. TE A

------

(A TFTABAZZ R OETE)
Exercises %>]

1. Spelling in Alphabets and Numbers F & F1#F 55

Alphabets
Letter Code Letter Code Letter Code

A Alfa J Juliet S Sierra

B Bravo K Kilo T Tango

C Charlie L Lima U Uniform

D Delta M Mike A\ Victor

E Echo N November W Whisky

F Foxtrot 0] Oscar X X-ray

G Golf P Papa Y Yankee

H Hotel Q Quebec Z Zulu

I India R Romeo

Numbers
Numbers Code Words Numbers Code Words

0 Nadazero (Zero) ZEERO 7 Setteseven (Seven) SEVEN
1 Unaone {One) WUN 8 Oktoeight (Eight) AIT
2 Bissotwo (Two) TOO 9 Novenine (Nine) NINER
3 Terrathree (T-ree) | TREE 1000 Thousand (T-ousand) TOUSAND
4 Kartefour (Four) FOWER Full stop Stop Stop
5 Pantafive (Five) FIFE Decimal point | Decimal Point
6 Soxisix (Six) SIX

(] BB, WRKH AN, RAKENEGE, A Nadatzero, Unatone, WIRTCH FRAEN:
SR, R SRR T, (B three WTELR At r-iz, BN th RERILA t R

RS ASSAZEDNE (2R ) 4
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2. Spell your or other’s name and date of birth in international alphabets

and all other students will copy those fAERRéFESHERHE(RBBZZINHE
BHEA, FHAAMEFMHEBRR.

3. Spell the following data in the international alphabets Fi E Rér/EFH
PHEFHE TR F BT
ZWXTU XXTWB BCMUA PONML KJIHG FEDCS ACEGH HIMOP SUWYA XYTWA

CTWUB JHEOA OWMDT XWBCA BCTMT TTMCD ACWMA BDMOP PACDW XTGWF
¥3859 24891 13527 84387 12921 19356 87219 97241 19332 28126

4. Practice the following messages use Alphabets and numbers F8 [EBR$R
HAFEBMBFHHESHET ISR

Ship’s Name Call Sign LOA Width Draught Tonnage Flag State Speed
Alberous 3EVP9 270 m 43 m 13.75m 154900 T Panama 13.5kn
Kaede KBMCS 153 m 273 m 10.5m 13400 T Japan 15.5 kn
Man Hai BOHG 190 m 32m 1145 m 26959 T China 15kn
Maritime King H3RH 225 m 322m 12m 35347 T Panama 12 kn
Qian Shan BOSO 147.8 m 21.7m 9.4 m 16400 T China 12k n
Yong Ding He 3FHL6 i45m 22.5m 11.5m 4840 T Panama 19 kn
Dainty River 3FJTH3 198 m 25m 48.5m 22464 T Panama 24 kn
ZiYun BOJN i22.4m 20 m 732 m 7531 T China 14 kn
Sincere Oceanus 3EFG3 190 m 28.5 m 10.8 m 22500 T | Panama 16 kn
Meng Hai BOHI 181.5m 3220m | 11.20m 42350 T China 14 kn
Ocean Lion 9VAV 120 m 19 m 8.1m 7987 T Singapore 16 kn
Huang Shan BORW 146 m 2242m | 92m 9656 T China 13 kn
Chang Ting BOSA 151 m 2lm 9.8 m 9768 T China 12 kn
Sun Big No.66 3ERLS 99.7 m 154m | 63m 4690 T Panama 15 kn
Nol Diamond IVYZ 236 m 322m 12.565m | 30300T Singapore 12 kn
Jin Fan BAST 120.7 m 7.5m 6m 5235T China 12 kn
Eternore Glory ELCT9 120.8 m 25m 8.5m 11270 T Panama 13 kn
Yun Taishan BOSN 155.0m 225m | 102m 16000 T China 15 kn
Grand Noble 3FSG2 175 m 32m 9m 05T Panama 14 kn
Maritime Victory 3FNY3 132 m 21.8 m 8m 5640 T Panama 15 kn
Da Feng BOJB 163 m 20.8 m 9.10 m 13000 T China 14 kn
Tai Bai Shan BOEJ 150 m 24 m 11.0m 9000 T China 13 kn
Maritime Songkhla | 9VIF 160.38 m | 24.60m | 13.60 m 8550 T Singapore 15 kn
Great Trans 3EHE6 180.5m 295m | 160m 27000 T Panama 15 kn
Milky Way ROOQ 225 m 400m | 13m 96000 T Libya 11 kn

5 fRBhAE e RSC BRI 1R ( AR )
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Ship’s Name Call Sign LOA Width Draught Tonnage Flag State Speed
Sea Queen P3K64 180 m 20 m 9m 19600 T Cyprus 12 kn
Treasure P3K69 240 m 30m 14 m 60000 T Cyprus 12.8 kn
Magpie 3FJQ5 235.0m 320m 12.68 m 37318T Panama 14 kn
Crystal 3FIUS 158 m 22 m 9.214 m 19987 T Panama 14 kn
Ubon Navee HSGQ 156.2 m 22.8m 114 m 15604 T Thailand 12. 5kn
World Island 3FDH4 180 m 3225m | 8.754 m 41035 T Panama 17 kn
New Vision ELQPS8 324 m 59 m 22 m 164251 T Liberia 15 kn
Jin Da 3ESY4 189.9 m 29.6 m 11.28 m 21136 T Panama 14 kn
Maesk Taniania S6BC 129.6 m 26 m 6.57m 6328 T Singapore 15 kn
Axion 1 3FGY4 223 m 32m 1lm 32640 T Panama 13 kn
Nan Tai Venus 3FAB4 182.97m | 324m 13.125m | 16987 T Panama 19.5kn
Maritime Fidelity 3EHE3 159.6 m 252m | 10.20m 24007 T Panama 13 kn
San Wai HOPR 117m 18 m 7.9 m 5985 T Panama 13 kn
Yan Shu Hu ELUC9 220 m 30 m 12.6 m 25428 T Libera 13.5kn
Maritime Light 9VET 235 m 33 m 13.3m 32100 T Singapore 13.5kn
Rui Feng J8IY4 136 m 19.8 m 8.55m 8041 T St. Vincent | 12.5kn
Maritime Jade IvVDQ 180 m 28.6 m 11.70 m 27640 T Singapore 13.5kn
Milkquary EILRY 232 m 42 m 14.027m | 29506 T Liberia 13 kn
Ying Song Hu ELUC6 182 m 30m 12m 25428 T Liberia 14 kn
Star Glory JBKD9 187 m 25m 9.8 m 16103 T St. Vincent | 13.5kn
Bao Xing S6GU 164 m 22m 982 m 12827 T Singapore 13.5 kn
Hui Cheung YJYKS8 175 m 263m | 11.2m 24217 T Vanuatu 12 kn

5. Pronunciation Man £ EiE5#
Q) /iz/

This is a long high front monophthong, tense and unrounded vowel. When pronouncing/i:/,
the front of the tongue is raised to a height slightly below and behind the front close position,
the lips are spread and the tongue is tense. The position of the tip of tongue is higher than any
other front monophthong, but the mouth is opened smallest. :

AcE, Kind. RERBUDGER “&7, Hik “K” REERE, FOEKR, &K
B RER ETEMETREMES I, BRRT, FEREMK GERANLHRBRE R
cheese/t[1:z/, BU#E, DA BRME).

-¢ vehicle, complete, chronometer, concrete
-ee speed, wheel, keel, guarantee, breeze

-¢a sea, heave, beam, grease, steam

-ie wield, vyield, piece

-¢i, -ey seize, receipt, master’s key, receive

-1 machine, quarantine, routine, debris

h 2 S FEAMIET R (A 6
PRSCAHIEDE ( FERE )
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@) /il
This is a short mid high front monophthong, lax and unrounded vowel. /i/ is pronounced
with a part of the tongue nearer to the center than to front. The lips are loosely spread, the
tongue is lax. Compared with the former /i:/, the mouth is opened a little wider. The tip of
tongue is a little lower.
HICE, MItE. KRERUFEE A WEXEHEE. REN, WAEN, BERY,
whEEE, HERLPX, FERE. Tk

-1 engine, bridge, windlass, ship, bitt

-y symbol, gravity, greasy

- embark, defective, except

-a anchorage, leakage, freightage, language

6. Seamen’s Club for Navigational Students fi;E5¥ 4B RED
Standard English in Maritime Studies fi}E 1 BIEREZE
WHEIRE: R T HRAEEERN LK. BRTAiEh RER ER LA KIE. she. (s)he.

manoeuvre, draught, centre, colour, metre 2%\ 5i%. He or she, maneuver, draft, center,
colour, meter &£ 5k,

(CRRBI IR L R A4 BT M 2D

7. Extra Vocabulary MfiniRiC

Crews or Personnel Related to Seafarers #ii A fl 5Hi#EH XA R

fEFEAN G waitch keeper

HIEA petitioner

ZEA subrogation

g A debtor

AN registered owner
PITERBA performing carrier
NEBEFEXH humanitarian

fhir i AR attempted stowaway

LAV EPANA afterguard

FILBA =] 4 Admiral of the fleet
HEAL R4 Admiral of the red

AARAR 22 5 ship security officer (SSO)
ANEREER company security officer (CSO)

7 e AL ATOE v (FEM )
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PFSO (Port Facility Security Officer)
armed robber

nominated surveyor

shore excursion office
shore personnel

designated person ashore
porter

scullion

security officer

depositary

depositary

custody

insurer

guarantor

radio operator

endorser

interviewee

pumpman

standard beneficiary

idler

miner

participant

counselor

Food & Beverage Department
warehouse keeper

junior officer

turner

contractor

underwriter

carrier

servant of the carrier
holder

galley department

deck officer, OOD (Officer of the Deck)
marine engineer
shipowner

representative of the shipowner
captain, shipmaster, master
top 4

engineer

flag state

hull underwriter

surgeon, doctor
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seaman, seafarer, sailor, crew

chief cook, chef

steward

chief officer, chief mate

second engineer, first engineer (Asia)

ambassador

agent

linesman

guest lecturer

register

radio operator

electrician

switch operator

electrical engineer

electrical service technician

winchman

investigator

congciliator

DG (directorate general)

reader

MTO

quartermaster, helmsman

second cook

0.S (Ordinary Seaman)

second officer, second mate,
second greaser ([HIBEFK)

third engineer, second engineer (Asia)

second secretary

consignor

spokesperson

interpreter, translator

horse marine

nonskilled labour

sailmaker

donkeyman

additional officer

catering crew

assistant captain

cassab, deck cassab

harbour master

senior officer, Top 4

individual contributor

foreman
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