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Introduction: Intelligent Skepticism

For thousands of years humanity has been finding out about the world
we are living in. We have made a lot of progress and today science and
technology are making our lives healthier and more comfortable than ever
before. Furthermore, many more people are being educated to higher
levels than could have been imagined even 40 years ago.

And yet people are still too willing to believe too easily. There are a
lot of scams! out there and plenty of people who want to trick you out of
your money. However, you can lose more than your money; you can lose
your family, your health, your sanity and even your life.

However, this book also discusses various paranormal® ideas and what
in English are called “tall tales®.” These do not cost you any money, at
least at first. But if you believe in ghosts uncritically, it may only a matter
of time before you are giving your hard-earned money to some scammer
who tells you that you need his help to get good luck. It is a ghost who is
following you around. he says, causing all your troubles and it is going to
cost you some money to get rid of it...

However, I do not necessarily dismiss! all stories of the paranormal. I
myself, as told in another book, have also had an odd experience. What |
want is for you to evaluate in a balanced way what you are told and to not
to believe every superstition you are told. Superstitious people are gullibie”
people and a leader can cxploit” this for his own purposes.

This book has been written in the hope that by getting people to
question advertisers, salespeople. politicians, religious leaders and even
such professionals as lawyers and doctors, it will save them much
heartbreak. You need to be more skeptical”, to question what others tell
you. It is a dangerous and difficult world and it does not get any casier for
people who believe too easily what others tell them. I do not claim that by
following this book you will avoid every trick and scam. However the more
care people take, the harder it will be for the scammers.

In many countries, car theft and burglaries® have gone down a lot
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because security devices today are so advanced they are making these kinds
of theft very difficuit. In the same way, the harder it is for scammers, the
more discouraged they will be and the less these kinds of scam will occur.

Look after your interests or the scammers will give you a lot of pain, stress

and loss. In an age of weapons of mass destruction it is even possible for
madmen to destroy the world. Think critically; be skeptical—in a balanced

way.

Word 8ank

1.

scam [ skeem | n, a scheme for making money by dishonest means
B

. paranormal [ psera'noimsl | a. unable to be explained or understood in

terms of scientific knowledge #& ff %k & ; 8 EFE B &
tall tale a fanciful or greatly exaggerated story L # R 26 F

. dismiss [ dis'mis] v, to decide that something or someonec is not

important and not worth considering (M sk B ) & B =% &

. gullible ['galibal ] a. tending to trust and believe people, and therefore

easily tricked or deceived % % 3& 4%

. exploit [ik'sploit ] v, to use someone or something unfairly for your

own advantage #| A ; | #]

. skeptical [ 'skeptikal] a. tending not to believe or accept things but to

question them REE#; £ 5 6

. burglary[ 'baglor1] n. the crime of entering a building to commit a

felony, usually theft ¥ ; £ %
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Unit

Fortune Telling
R

Text 1 ME 1)

The fortune teller

For thousands of years, fortune tellers of all kinds have been making a
living, sometimes a very good living, supposedly telling people what their
future is going to be. In the West, peeple used to perhaps look briefly in
the astrology column to see their future. Now it is becoming more popular
for people to go to psychics' and hopefully make their plans from what
they say.

I JLTAE LR, 2 A PR I B A T 75 BURL AT R I A s 4B . 1Y
R B ALY . FERTY, BART B AT R R EE JLIR 2 B ROk BURR
5 TTTRAE AR HR 2 N oK R 1 A B B B 75 S B M SE R (0 A BL A 35, R
TR .

Word Bank

1. psychic ['saikik | n. somebedy who is, or is believed to be, sensitive
to nonphysical or supernatural forces & R 8y A ; 2 JF



From Text to Talk: .

Don't Believe Everything You Hear

Talk |

M: Mark D: Dolores

M: Ok, let’s sec what the stars are going to show us today.

D: I just cannot believe this! You’re going to plan your day on what an
astrologer says in a newspaper?

M: Oh c’mon, lighten up?, will you? It’s just a bit of fun. I don’t take it
seriously.

D: Yeah? Well then why bother even looking at it?

=

: You never know. They say there’s something
in it.

D: They? Who the hell are they? And what makes

them experts in astrology?

M: President Reagan went to an astrologer. A lot

of people use them to make plans.

=) R F.AMNAEAESRER S L RAME 4ve,
& RAREAE! CEFRRLEZEERHHLE, R EZR— R 6T
X ?
s PRI B BAFD? RAF IR, A AR A X EAT,
: AG? RRAT 2L RRHEE?
T HEFEEMRAERZHAL LT,
t AR ARRR? MERBRRNAZEE R
 EREARARLE S ER.REALE S ZRT R B ARG F,

5%
D Bl
B ok IS

%
B3

A ® HWMH

Word Bank

2. lighten up to become less gloomy, serious, or angry % {3454 M e

Text 2 MP3

We hear that President Reagan and his wife Nancy used to consult an
astrologer and then we begin to worry. Is it really a good idea that at least
one leader of the strongest country on Earth, a major nuclear power is

known to have used a fortune teller to make decisions? Do we want the

2
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Unit 1 Eorfune Telling
fate of the world to depend upon what an
astrologer says to a president? How do we really
know if these people can do what they say they

can?
e B, TEBRBERRG Pt
i _—r , , 3 MESSENGER.
{,:') ) ﬁ% j\ % ﬁ. jj: i‘ ;!:ja ﬂ: £ E i .’E An Ioueepetation of hat Riange Apparition of chree 4

S B RNARFHEL
T T umRERBANE |
R H DTS F B T AT T T SRR E
BRI EE e R B R K A S B KA

3

GREFBE B EL? RITEA MBI KL R
2L 1 B B R B A B 4

Talk 2
D: Doleres M. Mark

D: Yeah, like that’s really reassuring. A guy with his finger on the nuclear
button is asking a star man what he should do. You know, I’'m amazed
we haven’t had World War Three already.

M : So what do you suggest?

D: I suggest we don’t want the fate of the world to depend on what an
astrologer says to a president. How do we really know if these people
can do what they say they can?

M: Well they’ve done some kind of statistical® tests.

j=!

: Ok and what do the statistics say?

M. That there’s some kind of connection between what happens in the
stars and what happens on Earth.

D: Really? Well now, that’s interesting. What effect do you think the new

planets are going to have?

M : What do you mean?

BB FTAASARCH, ~ MR TRABRTHRBLHEGA, ELFE

Bt FRELH, REAMTRELF ZRERRR, A4RFH.
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From Text to Talk: |
“ Don't Belleve Everything You Hear

5 T R 4R

ERBL: ANBRRA XEXLBRERGFE WREZASFAERLT
Hal@m, AMELLE, X2 EZRRFRANIZLEHH 0
wALEH?
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BEREL:, A% B ATHRT ., hikAFHAITELERL 2 B0

] B A aER?

Word Bank

3. statistical [ sta'tistikal | a. relating to statistics, the science of using
information discovered from studying numbers %3t #

There are various problems associated
with fortune telling. Let’s start with
astrology, probably the most popular type
of fortune telling. In ancient times,

astrology probably developed for two

teasons which were both connected with
each other.

In those days, all societies depended
on agriculture in one form or another.
Even in desert regions, people living there

would have to know when to move their
flocks of animals from one area to another to allow them to find food. In
other areas which had much more water, crops could be grown. In either
case, farming communities needed to understand the coming and going of
scasons. This was vitally! important.

Remember, when the first English settlers arrived in America they
almost starved® because they did not understand the local seasons and

weather conditions (they were saved by the local Native Americans who

4



Unit 1 L 2o

Fortune Telling

showed them where to find food). If the farmers did not understand when
to sow and when to reap®, they and their families starved. And the key to
knowing the changing of the s¢asons was to look at the night sky and study
the movement of the stars.

XTHA AFLREARNE, RITGASBERFHER. ©EREN
RERFHERTRT . 7K€, i BER R BT HBE TR M M
Hi .

162}, i WA S EE A RER e R, BEEDRBX, A
W 4 T T S TR B R BB — AN 4 R B R T AR K IR
B AWM KL BT ARMRDR M. AR BB MR, RSB A
T FEB S AL, X H S EEM.

FATAE , MR B UL R R Rk S E R AT AR TR
B2 AR T 22 AR E (R X i B R4 T 98 B bt 11 RE B R
AR RY) . MBERERT AT R 7B % T A1 89
FAHSBE, AEHNSTRRNXR. HENREE . HRERNEAE.

Word Bank

4, vitally [ 'vartlr] ad. extremely or indispensably # 3 ;+ 4

5. starve [sta:v ] v. to cause to become very weak or die because there is
not enough food to cat B LIk M 5L

6. reap [rizp] v. to cut and collect a grain crop ¥ #l;H %



- From Text to Talk:
“ Don't Believe Everything You Hear

Talk 3

D. Doleres M; Mark

D': Let’s start with the reasons people in ancient times were interested in
the sky. Any ideas? _

M: [ Thinks | Hmmm. I would imagine it had something to do with the
seasons. They needed to know when to plant their crops.

D That’s correct. If they didn’t get their farming right they were going to
go hungry. So the stars were important to them for this very basic
reason. Now think about what happened to things that were important
for one reason. What did they become associated with?

M I guess they would get mixed in with religion, ritual...magic. Ah, I'm
beginning to see what you're getting at.

B SMATRATIE XM Re, FH28ED?
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Unit 1 Eotune Telling

Text 4 S 7 )

So farming was probably the main reason for getting to know the sky
well. The second reason; in time, was for navigational” purposes. We are
beginning to realize that many thousands of years ago people were making
long sea voyages® out of sight of land. To find their way before the
invention of the compass, they had to know the star patterns. They were
not sailing blindly about.

These voyages also suggest something
else; they must have known—or at least
have been very sure—that the world was
not flat and that there was no edge from
which they would fall off. In the fifteenth
century before the voyages of Columbus,
many people were afraid they would fall
off the “edge of the world.” We know this

because it is on record that ships would not

sail far from land. A
Christopher Columbus

. {1451 - 1506)
the coast of Africa, kilometer by kilometer. They were very cautious” until

Columbus sailed straight across to America (and even he had trouble with a
frightened crew!?). We also know that one Greek philosopher realized the
world was round and it seems the ancient people did too which suggests a

The Europeans were slowly exploring

great interest in the sky. :
Al UL RV RKBEREANSXATHREN
FEER. M H 4R E R RN E S
TE. RIVFHR ARG LT/, AMT#EAT
It T O o L PR AL . FE T R T, H
MRE A, R EEABENIET. BIFA
RE BB LM .
XUEHERRBEREAT 543 AR
—EHE—REL B E —HRAET
MRS M R GH T %, £+H
HERFRAMER . FZABRLADENHE
REAZ"HT L, BERNSNEX 43,
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From Text to Talk: |
Don't Believe Everything You Hear

B K T 4 A LA 2t P B A

B ) B A TEAE 10— 5 — SRR, — BB oA
ST B U 200 AT 98 B3 O AR 4 T 5 64
B>, TS0, — B0 B 2% 5 B DL 2 69 T 0P R 0 A A1) B
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Word Bank

7. navigational [ neevi'gerfonal] @. of or relating to navigation, the
plotting and directing of the course of a ship, aircraft, or other
vehicle 4147 &) s ALE 4

8. voyage ['voudz] n. a long journey, especially by ship #L#% ; #0457

9. cautious [ 'ko:fes] a, having or showing care, thoughtfulness,
restraint, and lack of haste -+ #)

10. crew [ kru:]| n. a group of people who work together, especially all
those who work on and operate a ship, aircraft, ete. 444 R

Talk 4 S 8 )

D: Dolores M: Mark
D. Yeah? And it didn’t stop there. The sky was important in several other ways.

M. Yes of course! People navigated by the stars for thousands of years. It
was an important patt of their main way of transport. So there must
have been serious interest in the night sky.

D. So there was interest in it from a scientific, philosophical, religious and

magical standpoint, A Greek philosopher figured out the Earth was round.



unit 1 L L

Fortune Telling

M Really? Then it's not too surprising that something like astrology
developed.

#: e FERERARZR, REEFLWAFEEN,

B A SAT! FAFERANKELZENAE, RPN EHiEk
FR KR, R TR — A, FU % A — E A TR 2,

EREL: AR, ATHARIME FF EEARFONE LR > AR
ME, —BAEBYFRRARRLEY,

O % Aen FLABREREERZHUAR, LREKRAAENT.

Texts

In addition to this, there are also some
ancient legends about disasters from the sky.
Records tell us there was some kind of gigantic
explosion in the air over Tunguska in Russia in
1908. It was common for people to fear the
coming of comets'!. There is a theory that

perhaps some comets or asteroids'? from space

hit the Earth two or three thousand years ago
and destroyed a civilization.

GRS A — X T REMGI R KR B .
HEAER. DR BR,1908 F£85 HwE 5 i Tunguska Event
Fo AN ERGRESFAMNSRRESEMIR. AR,
WHARETHENARBREHNEERTEEGHR, BET M XA,

Word Bank
11. comet [ 'komit] m. an object that
moves around the sun, usually at a

great distance from it, that is seen
only rarely from Earth as a bright line
in the sky # 2

12. asteroid [ 'sestoroid ] n, an irregularly
shaped rock that orbits the Sun,

Asteroid: Eros



